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Disaster Law – a hybrid program
Research and policy

• Policy dialogue at 
global (UNDP, OCHA); 
regional (PIFS, SAARC, 
ASEAN); national levels

• Commissioning 
research – academia, 
governments, UN 
agencies, national 
governments

• Advocacy – Sendai 
Framework, Paris 
Agreement (COPs), 
APMCDRR, 

Technical assistance
• TA on legal frameworks 

that integrate disaster 
risk reduction and 
climate adaptation in 
line with global and 
regional commitments

• Develop model laws 
and checklists

• Rapid deployment into 
disasters

Scope
• Domestic 

preparedness
• Disaster risk reduction
• Facilitation of 

international disaster 
assistance

• Disaster and climate 
frameworks

• Gender-based violence 
in disasters

• Protection
• Displacement
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Progress to date
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• The disaster law programme has positively influenced the adoption of 19 disaster related laws and policies in 
Asia Pacific, which equates to approximately half of all Asia Pacific countries (48.7%)

• 41% of Asia Pacific countries have ongoing disaster law and policy initiatives in process with support from 
RCRC (16)

• 28% of Asia Pacific countries are now legally prepared to manage international humanitarian 
assistance thanks to the support of RCRC (11)

• 23% of Asia Pacific countries have strengthened their Disaster Risk Reduction related laws and policies thanks 
to the support of RCRC (9)

• The auxiliary role of 13 Asia Pacific RCRC National Societies has been formalised in national law and policy 
(since 2016) thanks to the support of the IFRC Disaster Law Programme (33.33%)



The evaluation
Methods and objectives
• Complexity of program – global to local
• To understand perceptions of stakeholders regarding past 

performance and relevance
• Internal/external evaluators 
• Collaboration done online – no face to face
• Geneva, regional offices, field locations (Malawi, Honduras 

and Fiji), telephone/Skype 
• Approximately 75 interviews
• Inception phase, data collection phase, synthesis phase, 

debriefs to KIIs and stakeholders in Geneva
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Fiji: new National Disaster Risk Management Bill



Fiji Council of Social Services

“It has been an elaborate consultation process, but it 
should be. It is important and consultation with 
community is important. The legal process is the 
legal process, but disasters are about community.”



Regional Collaboration on Climate Smart 
Disaster Risk Management
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Reflections from the 
evaluation
• Global to local policy platform 
• Long lead time to establish relationships and trust
• Endorsement by governments through resolutions
• Flexibility to respond and deploy real time
• Highly regarded technical advisers
• Engagement with regional policy and operational bodies
• Flexibility to commission research and change track
• Increased demand:

> Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 
> Paris Declaration
> World Humanitarian Summit
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Unsolicited bilateral donations
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Humanitarian policy
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For more information:

Fiona Tarpey
Head of International Advocacy
Australian Red Cross
ftarpey@redcross.org.au
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