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Acknowledgement of Country
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Canberra is Ngunnawal country.

The Ngunnawal are the Aboriginal peoples of this region and its first inhabitants.

The neighbouring people are the Gundungurra to the north, the Ngarigo to the south, the Yuln on the coast, 
and the Wiradjuri inland.

I pay my respects to the Traditional Owners and Elders past and present and thank them for allowing us to 
meet on their lands.



The Commitment
• The new Australian government has committed to a First Nations led approach to foreign policy, "that 

weaves the voices and practices of the world's oldest continuing culture into the way we talk to the world and in 
the work of the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade.” 

• In making this commitment from Opposition, the now Foreign Affairs Minister noted that:

» “First Nations people offer a wealth of knowledge and perspectives that can help steer Australia’s efforts in diplomacy, 
negotiation and reconciliation in an increasingly globalised world.”

» "We have an important opportunity to fully realise the knowledge and experience of First Nations Australia in our 
engagement in the world.”

• The government has established a First Nations Ambassador position and a First Nations Taskforce in the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade to lead this work. 

• This presentation raises domestic experiences and applications critical to the development and 
implementation of a First Nations foreign policy approach. 
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Partnership Agreement on Closing the Gap

• An historic, ten-year Partnership Agreement, agreed by 
all Australian governments, the Australian Local 
Government Association and the Coalition of Peaks.

• It is premised on the notion that decisions on policies 
and programs that have a significant impact on 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples should be 
made jointly between governments and Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander representatives. 

• It provides the structures and arrangements for 
making shared decisions on Closing the Gap and puts 
in place mechanisms to check that the partnership is 
operating in the way it is intended. 
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National Agreement on Closing the Gap

• The National Agreement was negotiated and agreed 
under the Partnership Agreement and was informed by 
nationwide engagements with Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples and communities, led by the 
Coalition of Peaks, on what was needed to improve the 
life outcomes of First Nations peoples. 

• Its foundational principle is that an overhaul is needed 
to the way government works if we are to see 
improvements in the lives of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples; and sets this out through four 
Priority Reforms. 
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Priority Reforms
• The Priority Reforms apply to the development, design, implementation and monitoring of all policies 

and programs that have a significant impact on the lives of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
– this includes the development of a First Nations foreign policy approach.  

»Priority Reform One is a commitment to share decisions between governments and Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander representatives on policies and programs that have an impact on First Nations 
peoples through formalised structures, arrangements and agreements.  

»Priority Reform Two is a commitment to build and strengthen the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
community-controlled sector. 

»Priority Reform Three is a commitment to transform government funded mainstream organisations 
and institutions so they are more accountable and responsive to the needs of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples and make a greater contribution to improving their life outcomes. 

»Priority Reform Four is about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander organisations and communities 
having shared access to data and information to monitor the implementation of the first three Priority 
Reforms, policies and programs designed to support them and to inform their own development 
objectives and priorities. 
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Way Forward

• As sovereign peoples, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples must be co-creators 
and co-beneficiaries of a First Nations foreign policy approach with the state.

• The Partnership and National Agreement on Closing the Gap, arising from the 
aspirations of Aboriginal community-controlled organisations across Australia, both 
applies and provides a road map for how the government can work in partnership with 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to design, implement and monitor a First 
Nations foreign policy approach.
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The Opportunities

• Done right, a First Nations foreign policy approach can:

» increase Australia’s engagement and soft power in the region 

» re-define Australia’s approach to development, built around areas of mutual interest and shared 
challenges between nations

»strengthen ongoing reconciliation efforts at home. 

• Importantly, it is a chance for Australia, and those that represent us in international engagement, to:

»better understand our own country, its histories and legacies

»better understand the relationship between First Peoples and other Australians today 

»develop a greater appreciation of the contribution that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples make to this country.
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