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Part of Australia and New
Zealand’s engagement in
Pacific agriculture and
private sector
development

2 DT Global

GOAL:
Contribute to inclusive
economic growth and

improved livelihoods for
Pacific peoples
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Australian Government

Department of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Forestry

... help both Australia and Pacific neighbours to

protect our respective agriculture and food
systems, stop the regional spread of pests and
diseases, maintain and expand market access
opportunities, and safeguard environmental
values and our way of life.

Consistent with Australia’s whole of
government objective to support regional
economic prosperity and food security as part
of Australia’s Pacific Step-Up foreign policy.
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Agriculture in the Pacific



. GOVERNMENT OF TONGA

U R TEY OF ALRICLL TUREP L FSO60, FORESTE AND ki ERES

q P o A \(AUTHORITY

CHOCOLATE MAKERS - v, e ; + i s - . l
Tl | .-. i ; - : I = e ] 3 r .




Trade



Despite our best efforts...

Large trade imbalance between Pacific and
Australia / New Zealand.

Balance of trade in agricultural commodities
between PHAMA Plus countries and Australia /
New Zealand 2017 — 2021 (USD millions)

Exports Imports to Balance of
to Pacific | Aus/NZ trade

PIC—Aus 430

PIC — NZ

Most PICs obtain only 20-40% of
their food from domestic sources.

Percentage of food consumed
from own production

Solomon Islands
Vanuatu
Samoa

Tuvalu

Tonga

Kiribati

Marshall Islands

Source: Reported in IFAD (January 2022)



Challenges






Australia’s kava pilot



A new market opportunity

in late 2021

Existing supply capacity
and market demand but
compliance challenges

Simple timely actions
needed, drawing on
complementary roles of
DAFF, PHAMA Plus and
others

Trade is happening

THE KAVA PILOT STATS

SOLOMON ISLANDS

A Bl
31 Octobar
2022

Exparters: 68
69,856 kg

Sowrce: Ausfralian Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF)

Under Australia’s Commercial Kava Pilot, 382 exporters have exported
kava to Australia with a total volume of 135,963 kg and an estimated
value of between AUD 11 and 15 million.

a-TES ﬁ

135,963 BD%

Since the start of the Pilot, compliance with Australia’s biosecurity and
labelling requirements has improved. Currently 80% of consignments are
compliant and information is available to assist exporters.



Samoa taro



Market access for fresh taro from
Samoa to Australia

Biosecurity threat — taro leaf blight
— closed the pathway

Extensive work to re-establish the
trade

— Research
— Trialing alternative treatments
— Bilateral negotiations

Agreements now in place but trade
won’t start without

— Commercialising equipment
and procedures

— Addressing supply issues

— Marketing

— And ongoing compliance




Animal health in PNG



African Swine Fever ASF —
animal health emergency

Protecting livelihoods of
300,000+ households by
limiting spread

Led by NAQIA

During COVID — PHAMA

Plus in the right place at
the right time

DAFF, CSIRO, DFAT
contributions

Enhanced preparedness
for the next threat




Conclusion



Collective effort
needed to address
the challenges and

take up
opportunities.




Thank You!

2 info@phamaplus.com.au
www.phamaplus.com.au

@PHAMAPIlusProgram
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