
Where is the Pacific as we reach 
the halfway point of Agenda2030?
Alison, Pacific Community (SPC)



“there is no data in the Pacific”



SDGs in the Pacific

A subset of the global SDG indicator framework was 
selected to tell the Pacific story

A Pacific Roadmap for Sustainable Development was 
developed and endorsed by Pacific Leaders

Regular reporting to Leaders on progress, financing and 
implementation of sustainable development

All Pacific Islands have incorporated the SDGs into 
national policies and strategies, and almost all have 
presented to the UN on their progress and challenges



Voluntary National Reviews in the Pacific
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Assessing SDG progress

custodian agencies use different techniques

only 30% of targets have a clear numeric endpoint

PICTs are generally relying on qualitative assessment 
of progress towards the targets (indicators)

PICTs can localise SDGs to align with national 
development plans, adjusting the target 



Assessing progress?

Rate of progress
Are PICTs 

progressing at the 
pace needed to 

reach the Targets

Current status
How far are PICTs 

from the SDG 
Targets



How much SDG data do we have?
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Estimated year to achieve the 17 Goals

2016 2030 2052 2057 2065

2017

2019

2021

It is unlikely the Pacific will achieve even 20% of the SDG targets



of the population is using at 
least basic drinking water 

services 
is using safely managed 
drinking water services 

only

2%

6.1.1 Access to safe drinking water 



People

1.1 International poverty line

1.2 National poverty line

1.3 Social protection

1.4 Access to basic services

SDG Targets in 
Pacfic Roadmap Target

Source: SPC

2.1 Undernourishment

2.2 Child malnutrition

2.3 Small-scale food producers

2.4 Sustainable agriculture

2.5 Genetic resources

2.a Agriculture investment

SDG Targets in 
Pacfic Roadmap Target

3.1 Maternal mortality

3.2 Child mortality

3.3 Communicable diseases

3.4 NCDs

3.5 Harmful alcohol use

3.7 Sexual reproductive health

3.8 Universal health coverage

3.9 Unsafe water mortality

3.a Tobacco control

3.c Health worker density

3.d Manage health risks

SDG Targets in 
Pacfic Roadmap Target

Source: SPC



SDG3 Good Health and Well-being

SDG3.2.1 Under-five mortality rate



SDG2 Zero Hunger



People

4.1 Reading & mathematics proficiency1
4.2 Early childhood education

4.3 Technical and higher education

4.5 Equal access to education

4.6 Universal literacy + numeracy

4.7 Sustainable development education

4.a Education faclities

4.c Qualified teachers

SDG Targets in 
Pacfic Roadmap Target

5.1 End discrimination against girls, women

5.2 Gender violence

5.3 Eliminate forced marriages

5.4 Unpaid care and domestic work

5.5 Women in leadership

5.6 Access to reproductive health

5.a Equitable economic rights

5.b Mobile phone ownership

5.c Allocations for gender equality

SDG Targets in 
Pacfic Roadmap Target

6.1 Access to safe drinking water

6.2 Access to safe sanitation services

6.3 Wastewater safely treated

SDG Targets in 
Pacfic Roadmap

SDG Targets in 
Pacfic Roadmap

SDG Targets in 
Pacfic Roadmap

Target

Target

Key

Achieved or on track

Need to accelerate progress

Moving away from the target

Insufficient data or method



Planet

15.1 Terrestrial, freshwater ecosystems

15.5 Loss of biodiversity

15.6 Access to genetic resources

15.7 Illegal wildlife trade

15.8 Invasive alien species control

SDG Targets in 
Pacfic Roadmap Target

14.1 Marine polution

14.2 Marine and coastal ecosystems

14.3 Ocean acidification

14.4 Sustainable fishing

14.5 Conserve marine areas

14.6 End overfishing

14.7 Benefits from marine resources

14.a Ocean science, reasearch, tech

14.b Support small scale fishers

SDG Targets in 
Pacfic Roadmap Target

13.1 Resilience and adaptative capacity

13.2 Climate change policies

13.3 Knowledge and capacity 

13.a UNFCCC commitments

13.b Climate planning & management

Target
SDG Targets in 

Pacfic Roadmap

7.1 Access to electricity

7.2 Renewable energy share

7.3 Energy efficiency

7.a Internation support for clean energy

7.b Invest in energy infrastructure

SDG Targets in 
Pacfic Roadmap
SDG Targets in 

Pacfic Roadmap

SDG Targets in 

Target

11.1 Safe and affordable housing

11.4 Cultural and natural heritage

11.5 Resilience to disasters

11.6 Urban solid waste management

11.b Disaster risk management

SDG Targets in 
Pacfic Roadmap Target



Prosperity

8.1 Per capita GDP growth

8.3 Support formal job creation

8.5 Full employment

8.6 Promote youth employment, training

8.9 Sustainable tourism

8.10 Access to financial services

8.a Aid for trade

SDG Targets in 
Pacfic Roadmap Target

9.2 Employment in manufacturing

9.a Facilitate sustainable infrastructure

9.c Access to ICT

SDG Targets in 
Pacfic Roadmap Target

10.1 Reduce income inequality

10.2 Promote univeral inclusion

10.4 Fiscal and social policies

10.6 Inclusive global representation

10.7 Well managed migration

10.b Resource flows for development

10.c Reduce remittance costs

SDG Targets in 
Pacfic Roadmap Target

12.4 Manage chemicals & waste

12.5 Reduce waste generation

12.b Monitor sustainable tourism

SDG Targets in 
Pacfic Roadmap Target



Peace

16.1 Reduce violence everywhere

16.3 Justice for all

16.6 Effective institutions

16.7 Inclusive decision making

16.9 Legal identity

16.10 Public access to information

16.a Capacity to prevent violence

SDG Targets in 
Pacfic Roadmap Target

Key

Achieved or on track

Need to accelerate progress

Moving away from the target

Insufficient data or method



Partnerships

Key

Achieved or on track

Need to accelerate progress

Moving away from the target

Insufficient data or method

17.1 Mobilise resources and revenue

17.2 ODA commitments

17.3 Mobilise financial resources

17.4 Attain debt stability

17.6 Broadband subscriptions

17.7 Technology transfer7
17.8 Capacity building for ICT

17.9 Enhance SDG capacity

17.14 Enhance policy coherence

17.15 Respect national policy space

17.16 Global partnerships

17.17 Effective partnerships

17.18 Enhance data availability  

17.19 Statistical capacity

SDG Targets in 
Pacfic Roadmap Target



Prosperity

Rising debt levels across the region are of concern. COVID-19 has placed 
unprecedented pressures on the region’s debt servicing capabilities. 

World Bank, International Debt Statistics

SDG 17.4.1 
Debt service as proportion of 
exports of goods and services



Leaving no-one behind
Internet usage using data from PNG’s 2018 DHS

furthest ahead

furthest 
behind



Leaving no-one behind
Any VAW using data from PNG’s 2018 DHS

Furthest ahead

Furthest behind



Some regional data resources

pacificdata.org

dataexplorer.unescap.org


