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Nation CEDAW 
status

Newspaper Publication 
frequency

Total 
articles

VAWG articles GE articles
# % of total 

articles
# % of total 

articles
Cook Islands R2006 Cook Island News (CIN) Daily 111 71 64.0 40 36.0

Federated States 
of Micronesia

R2004 Kaselehlie Press (KP) Fortnightly 21 12 57.1 9 42.9

Fiji R1995 Fiji Sun (FJ) Daily 268 247 92.2 21 7.8
Kiribati R2004 Kiribati Updates (KU) Weekly 1 1 100.0 0 0
Nauru R2011 No local publication - - - - - -
Niue - No local publication - - - - - -

Palau S2011 Island Times (PIT) Fortnightly 17 15 88.2 2 11.8

Papua New Guinea R1995 The National (PNGTN) Daily 150 134 89.3 16 10.7

Republic of 
Marshall Islands

R2006 Marshall Islands Journal 
(MJ)

Weekly 10 7 70.0 3 30.0

Samoa R1992 Samoa News (SN) Daily 112 92 82.1 20 17.9
Solomon Islands R2002 Solomon Star News (SSN) Daily 77 53 68.8 24 31.2

Tonga - Matangi (TGM) Daily 38 37 97.4 1 2.6

Tuvalu R1999 No local publication - - - - - -
Vanuatu R1995 Vanuatu Daily  Post (VPD) Daily 65 51 78.5 14 21.5

TOTAL 870 720 82.8 150 17.2
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1. Lack of coverage

CRICOS code 00025BPacific Islands newspaper reporting on VAWG

2. Episodic framing 3. Law enforcement focus

4. Muting survivor voices

Problematic media representations of VAWG

5. Downplaying violence 6. Rape myths



1. Level of coverage (regional)
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1. Level of coverage (national)
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2.1 Framing in “violence article” headlines
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Episodic Issues-based

Man, 28, Convicted 

For Sexual Assault 

And Rape

Domestic violence: 

the sad facts 
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2.2 Framing in “violence article” headlines
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3. Law-enforcement focus
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4. Muting survivor voices
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4. Muting survivor voices
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Prosecution alleged Sin had a sexual 
relationship with a 13 year-old girl in 2015 up 
until 2016.

Prosecution alleged Sin had a sexual 
relationship with a 13 year-old girl in 2015 up 
until 2016.
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5. Downplaying violence

Inaccurate verbInaccurate verb

[Traffic jams] should be treated as a priority 
problem like … violence against women & 
children, youth problems etc etc ..

[Traffic jams] should be treated as a priority 
problem like … violence against women & 
children, youth problems etc etc ..

Trivialized by 
comparison

Trivialized by 
comparison



The judge said Kisel had clearly made his 
intentions known to her then and at that point 
she did nothing to scream for help if she 
was afraid of Kisel.

The judge said Kisel had clearly made his 
intentions known to her then and at that point 
she did nothing to scream for help if she 
was afraid of Kisel.

6.1 Rape myths perpetuated
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Rape Myths:
• Women routinely 

lie about rape
• Women are 

responsible for 
fighting off rapists

• Sex is not rape 
unless the victim 
fights
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The judge said … “A woman’s right to say no 
is not negated by any previous relationship 
between her and the man even if that 
relationship is one created by marriage, no 
means no." 

The judge said … “A woman’s right to say no 
is not negated by any previous relationship 
between her and the man even if that 
relationship is one created by marriage, no 
means no." 

6.2 Rape myths challenged
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Rape Myth:
• Rape cannot 

happen if people 
are married or had 
sex before

Rape Myth:
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1.Lack of coverage

2.Episodic framing

3.Law enforcement focus

4.Muting survivor voices

5.Downplaying violence

6.Rape myths

• Labels used to depict perpetrators & 
survivors

• Subject-verb combinations depicting 
agency & responsibility

• Vague language, euphemisms

• Overcompleteness, salacious detail

• Excessive focus on contested 
allegations

• Genre & news beat conventions

• Editorial motives & constraints

• Reporting on gender equality

• Radio & social media
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Problematic reporting

Pacific Islands newspaper reporting on VAWG
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If this video has raised concerns for you, or someone 
you know, please contact Lifeline on 13 11 14
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