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Introduction

“Global Youth Summit Dialogue spotlights the critical 
role of youth in ensuring Good Food for All”

UN Food Systems Summit 2021

“Our current food system is failing our generation and 
the planet. We contribute our expertise, passion and 

energy to drive solutions for a food system that delivers 
for both current and future generations”. 

Act4Food Youth Declaration UN Food Systems Summit 
September 23, 2021.



22 Pacific Island Countries and Territories

• 12.3 million people (SPC, 2020)

• 18% are aged 15 – 24 years (SPC, 2020)

• 90% reside within 5km of the coast (Andrews et al., 2019)

• Sustainable food systems are important for food and 
nutrition security, livelihoods and human wellbeing (Bene 
et al., 2019) 
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Introduction

Food systems are changing. They are 

changing because of a range of 

interconnected drivers. 



Introduction

In the context of global environmental 
change and constrained livelihood 
opportunities, many young people are 
migrating overseas for work. 



Introduction

Youth aspirations are part of the change.

But! Food systems understanding is rarely 
connected with examinations of migration
and youth dynamics.
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Youth

Youth in the 
Pacific are 
those aged 

between 15 -
34 years.

Over 50% of 
the PICT 

population are 
aged under 25 

years old.

• Across the PICT region, the definition of 
youth may be flexible and represented 
through different community’s value or social 
norms. 

• Youth or a young person may refer to a 
person who isn’t married or not in an 
authoritative position (Lee 2019; Craney 2021).

Youth 
opportunities



• Decline of youth interest in agricultural / fishing 
livelihoods (e.g., Leavy & Hossain 2014; Bezu & Holden 
2014)

• Advocated by international community to support youth 
engagement (FAO, 2020;HLPE 2020)

• Climate change and environmental degradation increasing 
fishing / farming livelihoods as a risk (Stoler et al., 2021)

Youth
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• Aspirations are more than an individuals’ desires and their 
plans for the future but are collective and embedded within 
the political and institutional frameworks at local and 
regional levels (Robertson, Cheng et al. 2018)

• Aspirations influenced by cultural and societal norms

Aspirations
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Sustainable Food Systems

Food and Nutrition Security

Food supply chains

Food Systems

Food environments 

Food consumption



• Marine resources continue to be an important source of food & nutrition security and livelihoods (Bell, 
Kronen et al. 2009, Cohen and Foale 2011).

• Collaborative natural resource management strategies are a dominant approach to sustainable local 
food systems (Smallhorn-West 2020).

• Changing households roles as food system moves from traditional to market-based (Snowdon, Raj et al. 
2013, Sievert, Lawrence et al. 2019).

• Generational shifts in responsibilities to farming and family expectations (Kronen and Bender 2007, 
Connell 2011; Craven and Gartaula, 2015).

Food Systems
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Labour mobility in the Pacific has a complex history

Australian Blackbirding 19th century

White Australia Policy

Seasonal Worker Program 2012 (piloted 2009)

Pacific Labour Scheme 2018 

Pacific Australia Labour Mobility Scheme 2021 (PALM)

Map of Oceania based on the United Nations geoscheme M49 coding classification, devised by the United Nations Statistics Division. 

Migration



• Migration gendered and generational (Small, 2011; Chattier, 2019)

• Seasonal labour mobility advocated as a climate-change adaption 
method (Remling, 2020; Bedford et al. 2017)

• Pacific Labour mobility programs promoted as a “win-win-win” (Dun 
et al 2020; Castles and Ozkul 2014).

Migration



Gaps

1. Lack of empirical understanding of youth aspirations 
in food production in the Pacific.

2. Gap in understanding of impacts of migration on 
food production in the Pacific.

3. Lack of knowledge about the intersection between 
circular migration policy and local resource policy 
e.g., small-scale fishing policy.

Knowledge gaps



Tele-coupled systems

• Youth aspirations

• Fishing and farming practices

• Marine Protected areas

• Youth migration

• Sustainable food systems

• Labour mobility policies



Case study - Tonga

Kingdom of Tonga

• Population of 105 697

• Young population

• The average age is 22.1 years old and over half of the 

population is aged under 45 years. 

• High urban population

• Over 150 000 Tongans reside overseas

• Remittances make up 40% of GDP 

FAO 2002 Retrieved from: 
https://www.fao.org/fi/oldsite/FCP/en/TON/body.htm



Pacific Australia Labour Scheme

• Average Tongan SWP participant is a 33 year old married male (World Bank 

2018)

• Tongans made up over 46% of the SWP 2018/19 (Curtain and Howes 2020)

• Increase number of women (Curtain and Howes 2020)

• Majority of SWP will visit Australia at least twice 

• Contributes to community development in origin country (Dun et al., 2020; 

Bedford et al., 2017)

• Agricultural knowledge and skills transfer (Davilia, Dun et al 2022).



Special Management Areas Program

• Majority of Tongan households do not fish for commercial means (Tongan Statistics 
Department 2016).

• Highest participation amongst 40 – 49-year-olds (Gillet 2016).

• On average, households spend 12% of income on fish and seafood (Tongan Statistics 
Department 2016).

• Local marine management, Special Management Areas (SMA) program

• SMA > Registered members of community to fish

• Fish Habitat Reserve (FHR) > Permanent no fishing zone within SMA

• Youth representatives on SMA committee
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Conclusion

• Do youth aspire for fishing 

and agricultural livelihoods? 

• What enabling policies are needed 

to support youth in adapting to 

climate change? 
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