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“Global Youth Summit Dialogue spotlights the critical
. ~ role of youth in ensuring Good Food for All”

UN Food Systems Summit 2021

“Our current food system is failing our generation and
the planet. We contribute our expertise, passion and
energy to drive solutions for a food system that delivers
for both current and future generations”.

Act4Food Youth Declaration UN Food Systems Summit
September 23, 2021.
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22 Pacific Island Countries and Territories o 28 <

e 12.3 million people (SPC, 2020)

e 18% are aged 15 — 24 years (SPC, 2020)

* 90% reside within 5km of the coast (Andrews et al., 2019)

e Sustainable food systems are important for food and
nutrition security, livelihoods and human wellbeing (Bene
et al., 2019)
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Food systems are changing. They are

~ | changing because of a range of

ll interconnected drivers.
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In the context of global environmental
change and constrained livelihood

opportunities, manyyoung people are
migrating overseas fof Work.
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P& Youth asp|rat|ons are part of the change.

| But! Food systems understanding is rarely
| connected with examinations of migration
G & = and youth dynam|cs
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Pacific youth: challenges today : .
need the leaders of tomorrow Mi g ration

AIDAN CRANEY

On climate, geopolitics, recovering from pandemic, and
more - it's vital to engage youth populations across the region.

Food

systems
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Cracks in food system driven by year-
round hunger for fresh produce begin to
show

Someone has to pay for the true cost of food, and events this week
suggest the farm labour market will no longer be short-changed

Food

systems

r”[ 4 | .

O Big changes in the agriculture sector, including a ruling that farm workers must be paid the
minimum wage, look set to have a huge impact on our food production systems. Photograph:
Lukas Coch/AAP
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Quarantined Samoan workers
sing from Hobart hotel
balconies

22 Jul, 2021 01:48 PM

Food

systems

Quarantined Samoan workers sing from Hobart hotel balconies. Video / Hemal Dangar, Tiktok
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Migration

Food
systems
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YOUth * Across the PICT region, the definition of
g ® youth may be flexible and represented
OppOrtU nities through different community’s value or social
norms.

Over 50% of Youth in the * Youth or a young person may refer to a
the PICT Pacific are person who isn’t married or not in an

population are those aged authoritative position (Lee 2019; Craney 2021).
aged under 25 between 15 -
years old. 34 years.

WWW.CORALCOE.ORG.AU



I,./'r__‘\._ll ARC CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE
Yout h \“ Coral Reef Studies

* Decline of youth interest in agricultural / fishing
livelihoods (e.g., Leavy & Hossain 2014; Bezu & Holden
2014)

e Advocated by international community to support youth
engagement (FAO, 2020;HLPE 2020)

* Climate change and environmental degradation increasing
fishing / farming livelihoods as a risk (Stoler et al., 2021)

WWW.CORALCOE.ORG.AU



,//J-__‘\\..I ARC CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE
AS P Irations “ Coral Reef Studies

1+ Aspirations are more than an individuals’ desires and their
plans for the future but are collective and embedded within
the political and institutional frameworks at local and
regional levels (Robertson, Cheng et al. 2018)

e Aspirations influenced by cultural and societal norms
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Food environments
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Food and Nutrition Security
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Sustainable Food Systems
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Food supply chains

Food consumption
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* Marine resources continue to be an important source of food & nutrition security and livelihoods (Bell,
Kronen et al. 2009, Cohen and Foale 2011).

e Collaborative natural resource management strategies are a dominant approach to sustainable local
food systems (Smallhorn-West 2020).

e Changing households roles as food system moves from traditional to market-based (Snowdon, Raj et al.
2013, Sievert, Lawrence et al. 2019).

* Generational shifts in responsibilities to farming and family expectations (Kronen and Bender 2007,
Connell 2011; Craven and Gartaula, 2015).

WWW.CORALCOE.ORG.AU



/_\ ARC CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE
M Ig ration @ Coral Reef Studies

Migration -
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Labour mobility in the Pacific has a complex history
Australian Blackbirding 19th century f

White Australia Policy

:':'S"easonl_a_lleorzk.er Program 2012 (piloted 2009) 4

Pacific Labour Scheme 2018 f

Pacific Australia Labour Mobility Scheme 2021 (PALM) f

Map of Oceania based on the United Nations geoscheme M49 coding classification, devised by the United Nations Statistics Division.
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Migration
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e Migration gendered and generational (Small, 2011; Chattier, 2019)

e Seasonal labour mobility advocated as a climate-change adaption
method (Remling, 2020; Bedford et al. 2017)

* Pacific Labour mobility programs promoted as a “win-win-win” (Dun
et al 2020; Castles and Ozkul 2014).
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Gaps

1. Lack of empirical understanding of youth aspirations
in food production in the Pacific.

2. Gap in understanding of impacts of migration on
food production in the Pacific.

3. Lack of knowledge about the intersection between
circular migration policy and local resource policy
e.g., small-scale fishing policy.
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. ; Niuafo's
Kingdom of Tonga e e Tafahi
9. A% Nivateputapy
e Population of 105 697
South Pacific Ocean
* Young population
* The average age is 22.1 years old and over half of the v.;;a;fu;&" Vovas
population is aged under 45 years. "Neiafu
. . Kao Island
* High urban population T _Pangai
Ha'apai Group
* Over 150 000 Tongans reside overseas ':
& NUKU'ALOFA
* Remittances make up 40% of GDP Tﬂ”ggf,gﬁg | e

FAO 2002 Retrieved from:
https://www.fao.org/fi/oldsite/FCP/en/TON/body.htm
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* Average Tongan SWP participant is a 33 year old married male (World Bank

2018)
* Tongans made up over 46% of the SWP 2018/19 (Curtain and Howes 2020)
* Increase number of women (Curtain and Howes 2020)
* Majority of SWP will visit Australia at least twice

* Contributes to community development in origin country (Dun et al., 2020;

Bedford et al., 2017)

* Agricultural knowledge and skills transfer (Davilia, Dun et al 2022).

[ SN
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e Majority of Tongan households do not fish for commercial means (Tongan Statistics

Department 2016).

* Highest participation amongst 40 — 49-year-olds (Gillet 2016).

* On average, households spend 12% of income on fish and seafood (Tongan Statistics

Department 2016).

e Local marine management, Special Management Areas (SMA) program
* SMA > Registered members of community to fish
* Fish Habitat Reserve (FHR) > Permanent no fishing zone within SMA

* Youth representatives on SMA committee
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|
Governance systems
Youth
Youth
engagement : :
migration

in fisheries
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* Do youth aspire for fishing  What enabling policies are needed

to support youth in adapting to
and agricultural livelihoods?

climate change?

WWW.CORALCOE.ORG.AU



a ARC;Ei\ITRRE D%EXCELLI}NCE
References % Coral Reef Studies

* Andrew, N. L., et al. (2019). "Coastal proximity of populations in 22 Pacific Island Countries and Territories." PLoS One 14(9): e0223249.

* Bedford, R, et al. (20175). "Managed Temporary Labour Migration of Pacific Islanders to Australia and New Zealand in the Early Twenty-first Century." Australian
Geographer 48(1): 37-57.

*  Bénég,C, etal. (2019). "Understanding food systems drivers: A critical review of the literature." Global Food Security 23: 149-159.

* Bell, ). D., etal. (2009). "Planning the use of fish for food security in the Pacific." Marine Policy 33(1): 64-76.

* Bezu, S.andS. Holden (2014). "Are Rural Youth in Ethiopia Abandoning Agriculture?" World Development 64: 259-272.

* Castles, S. and D. Ozkul (2014). "Circular Migration: Triple Win, or a New Label for Temporary Migration?".

* Craney, A. (2021). "Fault lines for unrest in the Pacific: Youth, livelihoods and land rights in driving and mitigating conflict." Asia Pacific Viewpoint.

* Craven, L. K. and H. N. Gartaula (2015). "Conceptualising the Migration-Food Security Nexus: Lessons from Nepal and Vanuatu." Australian Geographer 46(4): 455-471.
* Cohen, P.andS. Foale (2011). "Fishing taboos: Securing Pacific fisheries for the future." SPC Trad Mar Res Manage Knowl Inf Bull 28: 3-13.

* Connell, J. (2011). "Elephants in the Pacific? Pacific urbanisation and its discontents." Asia Pacific Viewpoint 52(2): 121-135.

* Curtain, R. and S. Howes (2020). Governance of the Seasonal Worker Programme in Australia and sending countries, Development Policy Centre (ANU).

* Dun, 0., et al. (2020). "Investing in home: development outcomes and climate change adaptation for seasonal workers living between Solomon Islands and Australia." Migration and
Development: 1-24.

. 3Dém, 0. and N. Klocker (2017). "The Migration of Horticultural Knowledge: Pacific Island seasonal workers in rural Australia—a missed opportunity?" Australian Geographer 48(1): 27-

. (Gslg)lg')c, 2.8(82016). Fisheries in the Economies of Pacific Island Countries and Territories. Noumea, New Caledonia: Pacific Community. Noumea Cedex, New Caledonia, Pacific Community

. I;LPE (52021_). Pkomoting youth engagement and employment in food systems. A report by the High-Level Panel of Experts on Food Security and Nutrition of the Committee on World
ood Security. Rome.

* Ingram, ). (2011). "A food systems approach to researching food security and its interactions with global environmental change." Food Security 3(4): 417-431.

* Kronen, M. and A. Bender (2006). "Assessing Marine Resource Exploitation in Lofanga, Tonga: One Case Study—Two Approaches." Human Ecology 35(2): 195-207.

WWW.CORALCOE.ORG.AU



a ﬁRclferluTRRE D%EXCELL?NCE
References % Coral Reef Studies

* Liu, J., et al. (2013). "Framing Sustainability in a Telecoupled World." Ecology and Society 18(2).

* Leavy, J. and N. Hossain (2014). Who Wants to Farm? Youth Aspirations, Opportunities and Rising Food P rices. IDS Working Paper 439. London.

* Lee, H. (2016). "I was forced here’: perceptions of agency in second generation ‘return’ migration to Tonga." Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies 42(15):
2573-2588.

* Remling, E. (2020). "Migration as climate adaptation? Exploring discourses amongst development actors in the Pacific Island region." Regional environmental
change 20(1): 3.

* Morrison, T. H. (2017). "Evolving polycentric governance of the Great Barrier Reef." Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 114(15): E3013-E3021.
* Small, C. A. (2011). Voyages: from Tongan villages to American suburbs, Cornell University Press.

* Smallhorn-West, P. F,, et al. (2020). "Incentivizing co-management for impact: mechanisms driving the successful national expansion of Tonga's Special
Management Area program." Conservation Letters 13(6): e12742.

* Stoler, J., et al. (2021). "Connecting the dots between climate change, household water insecurity, and migration." Current Opinion in Environmental
Sustainability 51: 36-41.

* Snowdon, W,, et al. (2013). "Processed foods available in the Pacific Islands." Globalization and Health 9(1): 53.
* Sievert, K., et al. (2019). "Processed Foods and Nutrition Transition in the Pacific: Regional Trends, Patterns and Food System Drivers." Nutrients 11(6).

* Tonga Statistics Department (2019). Tonga’s Youth: Analysis of the situation of young people based on the 2016 Population and Housing Census. The
Kingdom of Tonga.

* Tonga Statistics Department, T. c. 0. p. a. h. (2016). Basic tables and administrative report. T. H. Kingdom of Tonga, Tonga Statistics Department, UNICEF, SPC.
Nuku’alofa: Tonga Statistics Department;. 1.

WWW.CORALCOE.ORG.AU



~ A ARC CENTREOF EXCELLENCE

& Coral Reef Studies

Special thanks to my supervisors
Tiffany Morrison, Patrick Smallhorn-West,
Phillipa Cohen, Jacqui Lau,
Andrew Song

and external support from
Tongan Ministry of Fisheries, Sarah Lawless, Lucy Holmes McHugh, Rox De
Sousa de Saboya

Thank you

Contact
marisa.mitchell@my.jcu.edu.au

WWW.CORALCOE.ORG.AU


mailto:marisa.Mitchell@my.jcu.edu.au

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Introduction
	Introduction
	Introduction
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Youth
	Youth
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	References
	References
	���Special thanks to my supervisors�Tiffany Morrison, Patrick Smallhorn-West, �Phillipa Cohen, Jacqui Lau, �Andrew Song��and external support from�Tongan Ministry of Fisheries, Sarah Lawless, Lucy Holmes McHugh, Rox De Sousa de Saboya��Thank you��Contact�marisa.mitchell@my.jcu.edu.au ��

