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MANA is intent on building the evidence-base and research

- MANAWISE

capacity that will support Pasifika communities to thrive
within Australia. We are adamant that science and
multi-disciplinary research that is underpinned by our
traditional values is to be embraced to advance our

communities in these times of exponential change.
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Recruitment

Participants:.
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Fonua Model

Fonua: The cyclic, dynamic, interdependent relationship (va)
between humanity and its ecology for the ultimate

purpose of health and wellbeing

Aim: harmony and wellbeing of life

Dimensions & Levels

Laumalie (Spiritual) / Taautaha (Individual)
‘Atamai (Mental)/ Famili (Family)
Sino (Physical) / Kolo (Local)

Values : Kainga (Community)/ Fonua (National)
Fe'ofo’ofam —love

Fetokoni’aki — reciprocity *Atakai ( Environment)’Mamani (Global)
Fefaka'apa’apa’aki — respect
Fakapotopoto — wise & prudent

Colours , Shapes & Meaning

Blue — Moana/Ocean/Pasifika

Yellow — life/sun
Laakanga (Phases) Brown — Pasifika peoples, fonua
Kumi Fonua - exploratory ::'lf“ _ﬂ:m ki“ﬂl-dﬂmﬂiff

= : — life, people

LEII'Ig:‘EI Fonua fm:mawe Circle — shape of wisdom and holism
Tauhi Fonua - maintenance Concurrent circles — interdependent &
Tufunga Fonua - reformation Connectedness of the web of life

S.Tu'itahi, 2007



Where did participants

migrate from?

Samoa > New Zealand > Australia

Countries Participants Immigrated From
B NZ [ SAMOA-NZ FIII-NZ (Canaca-Ausifl [ Australia
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Pasifika Identity-
Samoan examples...

An ongoin
What it means A

story

*Utilising wisdom and
knowledge from elders

*Being mindful of
cultural nuances anad

expectations To be Samoan is *Creating spaces and
*Respect and events for culture to be
Reciprocity practised
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Pasifika
Belonging & Inclusivity

Support

*Coming together to support *Developing ways of helping
all ocassions others-
not just financial assistance
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. Experiences of Living ~
in Australia

Migrated to Australia to:

Most helpful having

maximise opportunities existing support:

join other families

church planters
/missionaries
higher income - used to
send back to PICs

*required ease of access
to government agencies
(Centrelink, Medicare)
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Determinants
Remittcmces]cOr

Oe/e rcoming

hallenges

«incomes are low in PICs Improving i

rsyrviving impact of COVID ) Ing infrastructure
Unexpected events

*Maintaining healthy lifestyle ) :
Paying fees -education
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FAMILY
DECISION

Discussion with
household
leaders

ONGOING

Elderlz
parents/siblings
residing in
Samoa
= regular $%

PRIORITISED

Is it necessary?
How closely
related is the
person?

CULTURAL
RECIPROCITY

Expectation that
family will assist
in time of need

Determinants of remittances:

TECHNOLOGY

Quickest method
of sending $%
-MoneyGram
-Rocket Remit

-Western Union
-Bank transfer

SPIRITUAL

Better to give
than receive




Technology

- improved and
swift ways of
sending
remittances
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Measuring
improved
changes..

Quotes from participants
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*no phone cards *too many calls from
required to call overseas | family overseas asking

*ease of online for funds

communication using | *social media not always
Messenger, WhatsApp, used positively
Facebook

*good to see where the
funds are being used

Figure 7 General benefits of using technology



*Migration experiences assisted with

Research Supporeng Why for remittances

*Remittances still important for families and

Outcomes
Pacific Island Countries (PICs)

*Remittance sending for participants was
more than a financial transaction.

*Technology advancement eased
transfers and communication over time

*Importance of identity and cultural
maintenance as new residents in Australia
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Thank You J\J

Questions/Comments?

MANA Research
research@mana.org.au




