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MANA Research Centre partnered with ANU 

to complete this research in Australia.



We would like to acknowledge and thank
ANU for their support, enabling community led

research with Pasifika, by Pasifika.



To find out current remittance

spending of Pasifika people in

Australia (Qld)
Identify reasons for continuing support
for families and events in Pacific Island
Countries (PIC)
Gauge employment and migration
experiences of Pacific Island people
(Samoans in this study), as residents in
Australia

Research
Questions/
Literature 



Pacific Methodology utilised to recruit 
participants.



*Interviews conducted online and in person

*meaalofa/koha as gift for participants
after interview 

Recruitment
of

Participants:



Samoa > New Zealand > Australia 

Where did participants
migrate from?



Pasifika Identity-
Samoan examples...

What it means
An ongoing

story

*Being mindful of
cultural nuances and

expectations
*Respect and

Reciprocity

*Utilising wisdom and
knowledge from elders
*Creating spaces and 

events for culture to be
practised



Family Community
Support

Pasifika
Belonging & Inclusivity 



*Coming together to support

all ocassions
*Developing ways of helping

others-
not just financial assistance



Experiences of LivingExperiences of Living
in Australiain Australia  

Most helpful having 
existing support:



*required ease of access
to government agencies 

(Centrelink, Medicare) 

maximise opportunities 
join other families 

church planters
/missionaries 

higher income - used to
send back to PICs

Migrated to Australia to:





*Incomes are low in PICs 

*Surviving impact of COVID 

*Maintaining healthy lifestyle 

Supporting
Families 

*Improving infrastructure 
*Unexpected events

*Paying fees -education



 

Overcoming 
Challenges

Determinants for
Remittances 
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Technology
- improved and
swift ways of

sending
remittances 



Quotes from participants 

Measuring
improved
changes… 



Research
Outcomes 

*Migration experiences assisted with
supporting 'Why' for remittances



*Remittances still important for families and

friends in 
Pacific Island Countries (PICs)



*Remittance sending for participants was

more than a financial transaction.



*Technology advancement eased 
transfers and communication over time



*Importance of identity and cultural

maintenance as new residents in Australia



Thank You

MANA Research
research@mana.org.au

Questions/Comments?


