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Attention deficits

Australian Policy: “statebuilding”
Solomon Policy: mixed record, decentralisation emerging

Aid: World Bank and EU engaged in training, advisers and
small grants programs directed at provincial government;
projects set by themes somewhat outside provincial
governments’ control

Latest governance assistance (2017-2021) almost entirely
LTA and STA

Scholarship: Bias against provincial government; few
exceptions worth reading:

Melanie Phillips What can we learn from Provincial
Governments

Truth and Reconciliation Report (read original not
summary on sig.gov.sb, 5 volumes)

UNDP commissioned survey (2018) 2053 people’s top 2
suggestions for peace: employment and devolution of
power to provinces

MergedFile (undp.org)

“The reality is that Solomon Islands
has a two tier system of government
and it is not possible to insulate
National Government from what
happens at the Provincial level. The
Provincial layer of political
representation does exist and, if it is
not engaged in constructive dialogue
on good governance, has the potential
to become a disruptive influence in
national political life, undermining
national unity, peace-building and
good governance initiatives
elsewhere.”

John Cox & Joanne Morrison

Ausaid Report, 2004
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https://openresearch-repository.anu.edu.au/browse?type=author&value=Phillips%2C+Melanie
sig.gov.sb
https://www.undp.org/sites/g/files/zskgke326/files/migration/pacific/UN-SOI-PB-perception-survey-summary.pdf

Wake Up calls: COVID19 closures & Auki Communique
(March 2020+) outbreak (Jan 2022) (Oct 2019)
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Wake Up calls:

Gizo Communique
(April 2023)
Signed by all Premiers

Demands adoption of proposed
revenue sharing (share province
set to go 3-15%)

More provincial powers for
infrastructure, investment,
human resources and
scholarships

Return of alienated lands
Federal system “not negotiable”

State government status for the
provinces
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Beneflts Of PrOV|nC|al Physically more accessible (Ward,

Province, National)

G overnme nt fO I Officiate many local reconciliations

. . Loci of dialogue
Pea Cebu | ld | ng First responders
Higher degree of flexibility

More gender and social inclusion in
leadership and on representation in
committees

Less money politics

Can act as coordinating agency for
provincial level actors
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Changes

Provincial government more influence over
project design (veto power)

Recognition in several national strategies
for decentralisation; particularly of service
delivery

Power sharing and decentralisation not
well extended into justice system and
police

Gender and social inclusion (proactive
strategies at provincial level e.g. quotas)

Renewed cooperation among Premiers for
provincial autonomy
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Needs

Professional staff in the provinces, with
reporting responsibilities to Provincial
Executive

Flexible funding

Support for collaborative networks at
provincial level

Moving to collaborative relationships between
provincial and national power for development
and peacebuilding

Wider participation of community members in
discussions around governance (Blueprint)

Accountability of aid and donors at provincial
level

Research and analysis for a graduated plan
for devolution of responsibilities to provincial
level

TEQSA PROVIDER ID: PRV12002 (AUSTRALIAN UNIVERSITY) CRICOS PROVIDER CODE: 00120C



Icharley Piringi/AFP/Lowy Institute

“Unless a new
structure of power
sharing is established,
Solomon Islands will
be vulnerable to
re_rl)eateo! strife that
will require outside
Intervention to
resolve.”

Transform Aqorau
& Anouk Ride, 2022
Blueprint to stop strife
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https://www.lowyinstitute.org/the-interpreter/solomon-islands-blueprint-stop-cycle-strife#:~:text=The%20most%20recent%20riots%20followed,affairs%20and%20have%20a%20voice
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