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q Coloniality – coloniality of power (Quijano, 2000), geopolitics of knowledge 
(Mignolo, 2009)

q Decoloniality – questioning the coloniality (Maldonado-Torres, 2007), delinking 
the linkage between rationality/modernity and coloniality (Mignolo, 2020) 

In Development Studies
q Aid as a form of colonisation / Gilley’s (2017) article withdrawn from TWQ
q Superiority and privilege of Western thought and approaches
q Kapoor (2020, 2023) – white supremacy, epistemic and material decolonisation
q Kothari (2023) – careful not to co-opt critical discourses

Growing literature on decolonisation in development



vHistory of being colonised by Japan and receiving 
aid 

vSource of empathy & friendship
vPositioning “we were on the same boat.”
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Understanding of coloniality in Korean aid 



ü (2023) The emotional underpinning of norms and identities in framing Korean aid, Development in 
Practice

ü (2023) Ethical challenges faced by Korean development practitioners in international community 
development practices, Community Development Journal .

ü (2022). Development Practitioners’ Emotions for Resilience: Sources of Reflective and Transformative 
Practices, Third World Quarterly

ü (2019). The legitimacy of development nongovernmental organizations as global citizenship education 
providers in Korea. Education, Citizenship and Social Justice

ü (2015). Dilemmas of ensuring participation of donors and children in child sponsorship of 
development NGOs. The Journal of International Development and Cooperation Review

v New focus: coloniality of knowledge 
‘who generates which knowledges and for what purposes, and 
what or whose knowledges are considered legitimate or 
valued’ (Newman, 2023: 1232).
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My previous research with lens of coloniality



‘Follower’ – Catching up Western donors
• Idea of development and growth
• Korean students: postgraduate degree overseas in 2000s
• DAC entry in 2010
à strategies and guidelines to be aligned with int’l standards and 
norms (e.g. gender and human rights)
• Selective use of norms and values as accessories (CS)

Knowledge production - 1  



‘Contributor’ - Claiming a Korean model
• University courses funded by the government 
• Knowledge Sharing Program (KSP), Development Experience 

Exchange Program (DEEP) 
• Saemaul Undong (New Village Movement) as rural development 

model 
• Textbook example for inspiration and lessons (Media)
• Unevidenced and problematic (CS)

Knowledge production - 2



‘Broker’ - Devaluing local people and knowledge
§ Homogenising and dehumanising storytelling 
§ Lost ‘participation’ in the process
§ Labour division

Knowledge production - 3



§Aid from Christian missionaries 
after Korean War

§ Faith-based organisations
47.9% (Christianity 85%)

àstaff hiring, target group, the 
way of engaging with the 
communities

§Sense of superiority
e.g. concept of ‘incarnation’.

FBOs and colonial thinking



Ø Korea is not free from colonial sentiment and practices.
Ø Reflection: ‘us and them’ mentalities, language
Ø Deconolising self
Ø Deconolising practices: silencing & desilencing
Ø Beyond rhetoric
- Recentering privileged groups (Esson et al., 2017)
- Watering down of the decoloniality concept without a fundamental 

shift (Kothari, 2023)

Concluding remarks


