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Growing number of countries have declared a FFP
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Feminist foreign policy requires a shift in thinking

Traditional foreign policy 

• National security 

• Economic and military 
power

• Competition between 
and dominance over 
countries

Feminist foreign policy

• Balance the nation state with 
human security

• Meet people’s basic needs

• Human security is gendered at the 
individual level

• Transform system of power that 
create inequality

Trade Diplomacy
Development 

assistance
Defence Intelligence
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Feminist foreign policy requires a transformative approach

Feminist foreign policy is a framework to understand 
and transform the global systems of power which 
uphold and perpetuate inequality – including 
patriarchy, colonialism, capitalism, racism and others 
– in order to create peaceful and flourishing 
societies.
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IWDA conducted research about the trajectories towards FFP

Research question: 

What factors and conditions have enabled the adoption 
and declaration of feminist international development 
and/or foreign policies? 

Research Team:

Liz Gill-Atkinson (lead author), Alice Ridge, Joanna 
Pradela, Bronwyn Tilbury, Camille Warambourg and 
Tamara Peña Porras
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Key Research findings

Declaration of feminist foreign policies: 

1. Require high level political will for surprising, 
bold and feminist announcements

2. Are supported by an enabling global 
environment, created by women's rights 
movements 

3. Rely on the personal values of political leaders

4. Are driven by the need for an announceable
and/or

5. An opportunity on the world stage

In this work, as well as in many other 
fields, I would say that the inspiration, 
the good ideas, the bravest ideas would 
come from civil society. … both Margot 
and I had in particular strong ties with 
some civil society organizations that 
inspired our work.

– Annika Söder, Government 
representative, Sweden
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The Australian Feminist Foreign Policy Coalition

Advancing feminist foreign policy in Australia by:

1. Building a base of support for FFP which includes 
women’s rights organisations, foreign policy think 
tanks and influential commentators/advocates 

2. Raising the level of discourse within the sector on FFP 
through blogs, webinars, panels, etc 

3. Conducting targeted outreach to relevant political 
actors

Scan to learn more:
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Examples of AFFPC Core Group Members

Academia Civil Society Media & Think Tanks
Prof Jacqui True, Director, 
Monash University, 
Gender, Peace and 
Security Centre

Sally Moyle, Honorary 
Associate Professor, 
Australian National 
University

James Blackwell, 
Research Fellow 
(Indigenous Diplomacy), 
Coral Bell School of Asia 
Pacific Affairs, ANU

Bridi Rice, Founder and 
CEO, Development 
Intelligence Lab

Allan Behm, Director, 
International and Security 
Affairs Program, The 
Australia Institute

Melissa Conley Tyler, 
FAIIA, Program Lead, 
Asia-Pacific Development, 
Diplomacy & Defence
Dialogue (AP4D)

Navanita Bhattacharya, 
Director – Inclusion, 
Justice and 
Transformation, TetraTech

Anila Aftab Schroers, 
Strategic Lead Gender 
Justice, Oxfam Australia

Leanne Smith, Executive 
Director, Australian 
Human Rights 
Commission

Sophie Hardefeldt, Policy 
and Research Manager, 
ActionAid Australia
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Organisational AFFPC members
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AFFPC Issues Paper Series

• A bi-monthly publication 
exploring the practical 
application of feminist 
foreign policy to a variety 
of policy areas 

• Authors with expertise 
and lived experience 

• Discover all issues:
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In 2022, Australia declared a First Nations foreign policy approach

• To centre First Nations voices and practices into foreign policy, and 
internally at DFAT

• Justin Mohamed is the inaugural Ambassador for First Nations People 

• Builds on the DFAT Indigenous Diplomacy Agenda

International context: 

• Aotearoa-New Zealand, has integrated First Nations values into their 
foreign policy under former Foreign Minister Nanaia Mahuta

• Few other colonial powers – including those with feminist foreign 
policies – have meaningfully integrated First Nations / decolonial 
approaches
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Stay tuned in 2024…

F! It! 

Feminist and First Nations 
approaches to foreign policy

New podcast hosted by Julie Ballangarry, 
Gumbaynggirr/Dunghutti woman, researcher at Griffith 
University, and co-author of AFFPC Issues Paper #1: 

Indigenous Foreign Policy: A New Way Forward?
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Speakers

Dr Elise Stephenson (Australian National University)
AFFPC Issues Paper #5: Furthering LGBTIQ+ Inclusion and Rights through Feminist Foreign Policy

Dr Farkhondeh (Faroo) Akbari (Monash University)
AFFPC Issues Paper #4: WPS in Afghanistan: Betrayal and Renewal
AFFPC Issues Paper #12: Gender Apartheid in Afghanistan: Foreign Policy Responses

Dr Annabel Dulhunty (Australian National University)
AFFPC Issues Paper #6: A feminist approach to Australian Overseas Development Assistance?

Joanne Crawford (IWDA)

AFFPC Issues Paper #12: Gender and poverty as a feminist foreign policy priority: Opportunities to 
accelerate action


