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When did climate change become real for you?

IPCC AR6 Synthesis Report, SPM.1

The extent to which current and future 
generations will experience hotter and more 
extreme conditions depends on the choices 

we make now.
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Risk frameworks can provide a structure to 
understand system complexity 

VulnerabilityHazard / Driver

Risk

Exposure

Response

H

The climate 
events/  
processes 
impacting 
people, assets 
and operations.

V

The extent that 
society, 
operations 
and/or value 
chain are 
affected by 
hazards or 
drivers.

R Actions following climate 
hazards driving the 
potential outcomes 
including inaction.

E The geographic locations that 
may be affected by hazards 
or drivers.

Understanding both current and 
future exposure to hazards is 
essential to identify where to 
prioritise action.

Challenges:
• Not everything is observed
• Not all data is accessible 
• Not all public tools are fit for 

purpose
• Data needs context to have 

meaning

Engaging stakeholders provides 
insights on impacts, what 
people may already be doing 
and where there are barriers to 
action.
 
Challenges:
• Not a linear process
• Not everyone is consulted
• Maladaptation happens
• Value of local knowledge

Hazard & Exposure Vulnerability 
& Response
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Complex and cascading impacts – a systems view

Taking a systems view helps us to: 

Understand how impacts in one area create issues in 
others

Enable the examination of interdependencies 
and feedbacks

To support the identification of compound risks

Needs broad collaboration to assess the relationships
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Informing Decisions
Requires translating science into a meaningful context 
that considers broader perspectives to support 
actionable next steps.

Building capability
Adaptation requires planning and foresight regarding 
changes already locked into the system, and those yet 
to manifest.

Navigating complexity 
Between competing demands requires recognition of 
the impacts and vulnerability across systems and how 
this may challenge our resilience.

Integration
To build resilience and adaptive capacity across the region.

Our climate risk, resilience and adaptation practice
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