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 PNG’s rich diversity presents 
challenges & opportunities in 
building livelihood resilience

 Agriculture, the mainstay is 
threatened by prevailing 
challenges and emerging riskschallenges and emerging risks

 Climate variability poses the 
major threat to PNG’s vulnerable 
farming systems

 Understanding threats to Ag. 
will define interventions for 
building adaptive capacities



 Extreme events
◦ Excess rainfall
◦ Frosts
◦ Droughts

 Slow on-set events
◦ Rainfall variability◦ Rainfall variability
◦ Temperature anomalies
◦ Cloud cover

 Impacts in agriculture
◦ Complete destruction
◦ Loss of genetic material
◦ Yield and quality decline



 Extreme natural threats
◦ Earthquakes (2018 SHP & 2021 

EHP)
◦ Pestillences

 Economic threats
◦ Global price trends
◦ Trade imbalances 

(import/export)
◦ Pandemic (COViD 19)
◦ Sectoral deficiencies Social threats

◦ Political instablity (NGE’s)
◦ Tribal conflicts & other gender & 

sorcery related violence 
◦ Social service deficiencies 

◦ Sectoral deficiencies

 Effects
◦ Food shortages
◦ Displacement/refugees
◦ Rising cost of inputs (fertilizer)
◦ Comodity price uncertainties













 Loss of indigenous crop spp 
(Drought, frost, fires)

 Biosecurity risks (FAW, ASF & 
DBM, BW, PLB)

 Seed systems threatened (seed 
& soil borne diseases)& soil borne diseases)

 Storability of food
 Labour issues (skills, youth)
 Land issues (tenure & fertility)
 Political economy (stability, 

NGE)

PC: ABC News Australia (2022) 



Priority Thematic Areas EHP Simbu Jiwaka WHP SHP Enga Hela
Totals

1 Seed system 1 2 2 1 1 1 3 10

2
Livestock 
improvement 4 5 4 2 3 2 4 24

3
Post harvest &
processing 3 3 1 4 6 4 4 253 processing 3 3 1 4 6 4 4 25

4 Crop diversification 1 1 7 3 4 8 2 26

5 Crop improvement 2 7 5 3 2 5 6 30

6
Livestock 
diversification 6 3 6 2 4 6 7 34

7 Soil management 5 4 8 5 5 3 5 35

8 Early warning system 7 6 3 6 7 7 1
37



 Establishing clean seed and livestock breeding systems
 Promoting GAP – TOT Trainings
 Crop/breed diversification (rice, wheat, chickens & goats)
 Improved mechanisation and irrigation

Water shed management studies Water shed management studies
 Seasonal Forecast Advisories (EWS, Weather data collection)
 Agricultural entrepreneurship 
 Development of a National Seed policy



 The highlands region is in a 
constant state of recovery

 Incremental and 
transformational changes is 
needed to build resilience

 Bridge the gap between  Bridge the gap between 
commercial export driven 
sector vs. subsistence 
farming

 Focal point for agricultural 
development in the provinces 
through PDCs



 Identify Ag policy gaps and 
enablers via NASP 2023 –
2024 and 

 Prov Admin must become 
the drivers for Ag. the drivers for Ag. 
development via PDC’s

 Development of Provincial 
Disaster plans

 Develop appropriate risk 
assessment tools



 Department Of National Planning and Monitoring
 Provincial Administration for all 7 highlands provinces
 National Weather Service (NWS)
 Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO)
 United Church (Hela)
 Hoieabia Women & Youth (Hela)

Pombobos TVET (Enga)
Hoieabia Women & Youth (Hela)

 Pombobos TVET (Enga)
 Banz Lutheran College (Jiwaka)
 Kondiu Secondary School (Simbu)
 Kabiufa Secondary School (EHP)
 Kaupena Secondary School (SHP)
 Imbonggu DDA (SHP)
 SHP WiA (SHP)
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