
2024 AUSTRALASIAN AID CONFERENCE

ABSTRACTS
Preview Demonstration - Australian 
Aid Transparency Portal

This panel will provide a preview demonstration of 
the new Australian aid transparency portal. It will 
discuss how greater transparency of development 
spending and performance supports more 
effective aid and stronger partnerships. 

Chair: Joanne Choe, Managing Director, Asia-Pacific, 
DT Global  

Panelists:

Catherine Gill, Assistant Secretary, Development 
Strategy Branch, Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade 

Leah Odongo, Head of Effectiveness, CBM Australia

Dr Terence Wood, Fellow, Development Policy Centre, 
Crawford School of Public Policy, Australian National 
University

Launch – ‘Prioritizing global 
responsibilities’

‘Prioritizing Global Responsibilities’ (Oxford 
University Press, 2024) by Luke Glanville and 
Prof James Pattison considers how states should 
prioritise their responses in the face of numerous 
global issues and feasibility constraints that 
preclude them from dealing with all situations.

The book develops an account of just global 
prioritisation that is both philosophically sound 
and practically relevant, and brings into focus the 
opportunity costs of war and militarisation.

Author: Professor Luke Glanville, Department of 
International Relations, Coral Bell School of Asia 
Pacific Affairs, Australian National University

Chair: Dr Benjamin Day, Department of International 
Relations, Coral Bell School of Asia Pacific Affairs, 
Australian National University

Launch – ‘Putting AI in AID: 
DragonFly Thinking and Development 
Intelligence’

While its common to acknowledge the complexity 
of international development, it is much harder 
to engage with complexity in a meaningful way.  
Dragonflies do this naturally, as their eyes have 
thousands of lenses, and they integrate the 
input from these lenses to form a 360-degree 
vision of their world.  This presentation discusses 
new structured analytic techniques and novel 
frameworks, powered by AI, that help all of us see 
like dragonflies. Dragonfly Thinking is partnering 
with the Development Intelligence Lab to build these 
tools to tackle the difficult development challenges 
in our region. These techniques and frameworks help 
us to consider many different perspectives, generate 
creative and dynamic analysis, and enable better 
foresight and decision-making.

Author: Mira Sulistiyanto, Senior Analyst, 
Development Intelligence Lab

Chair: Peter Yates, Australia Representative and 
Regional Director (Governance), The Asia Foundation

Discussants:

Aedan Whyatt, Assistant Secretary, Southeast 
Asia Development Policy and Programs Branch, 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

Anna Winoto, Indonesia Country Representative and 
Strategic Adviser, Abt Global

Launch –‘Putting AI in AID: DragonFly 
Thinking and Development 
Intelligence’ 

This address will showcase how technology can 
help development practitioners engage with 
complexity and how new structured analytic 
techniques and novel frameworks, powered by AI, 
can help them consider different perspectives, 
generate dynamic analysis, and enable better 
foresight and decision-making. 
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Chair: Mark Keonig, Vice President, Programs, The 
Asia Foundation 
 
Panelists:  

Professor Miranda Forsyth, School of Regulation and 
Global Governance, Australian National University 
and Co-founder and Director, DragonFly Thinking 
(pictured)

Bridi Rice, Chief Executive Officer, Development 
Intelligence Lab

Panel 1a – Progress made or promises 
pending? A one-year review of 
Australia’s International Development 
Policy

This panel will bring together a group of experts 
from government, private sector, NGOs, and 
academia to analyse implementation of the 2023 
International Development Policy. The discussion will 
focus on whether the progress made thus far meets 
the goals set by the policy and what more needs to 
be done to turn promises into tangible outcomes. 

The panel will focus on progress against the 
development policy’s commitments on gender, 
civil society, locally-led development, including 
alignment with partner systems, and provide an 
analysis of Australia’s climate aid contributions.

Chair: Catherine Gill, Assistant Secretary, 
Development Strategy Branch, DFAT

Panelists: 

Dr Terence Wood, Fellow, Development Policy Centre, 
Crawford School of Public Policy, ANU

Michelle Higelin, Vice President, ACFID & Executive 
Director, ActionAid Australia

Dr Neelesh Gounder, Chief Policy Advisor, 
Government of Fiji

Stuart Schaefer, Country Representative, Papua New 
Guinea, DT Global

Panel 1b – Understanding and 
responding to intersecting 
disadvantage in aid

Intersectionality has emerged as a critical concept 
within international development and social 

policy over the past five years, for good reason. 
Understanding the complex interplay of different 
forms of discrimination—and how these interactions 
create advantages for some while disadvantaging 
others—is vital for fostering development that 
leaves no one behind. 

A crucial aspect of this effort is developing 
practical understandings that go beyond 
simply listing identity characteristics and 
explore the interconnected systems of privilege 
and disadvantage in specific contexts. This 
approach aims to design interventions that 
create transformative change. Perhaps most 
importantly, it encourages critical reflection on 
the role of development actors—from individuals 
to institutions—to consider whether they are 
perpetuating or challenging the status quo. 

Chair: Elizabeth Cowan, Senior Specialist Advisor 
(Gender Equality), DFAT

Panelists: 

Dr Vania de la Fuente-Núñez, Senior Advisor, Healthy 
Ageing, The Fred Hollows Foundation

Leah Odongo, Head of Effectiveness and Program 
Impact, CBM Australia

Megan Carrol, Data Technology and Insights Manager, 
Equality Insights, International Women’s Development 
Agency (IWDA)

Panel 1c – Climate, conflict and China 
in Africa

From aid to conflict? New evidence on emergency 
food aid’s impact on conflict in sub-Saharan Africa

Dr Dessie Ambaw, Lecturer in Economics, University 
of South Australia [online], Associate Professor 
Nicholas Sim, Singapore University of Social 
Sciences

This study examines the potential impact of 
emergency food aid on civil conflict in Sub-Saharan 
African (SSA) countries. We introduce a novel 
instrument for emergency food aid grounded on 
the rationale that low-income developing nations 
compete for food assistance, resulting in reduced 
aid allocation to an SSA country when the number 
of natural disaster-affected people in other 
SSA countries increases. Through our baseline 
regressions and robustness checks, we find no 
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statistically significant evidence that emergency 
food aid has an effect on civil conflict across SSA. 
It is important to emphasize that our study does 
not imply the irrelevance of food aid for conflict; 
rather, it raises questions about the quantitative 
significance of any potential effects of food aid 
should they exist.

Food security and protection in a changing climate: 
a case study

Mudasser Siddiqui, Deputy CEO, Plan International 
Australia and Claire Walker, Contract Management 
Coordinator, Oxfam Australia, and Lucia Goldsmith, 
Head of Humanitarian, Oxfam Australia

The Horn of Africa is extremely vulnerable to climate 
change, encompassing vast drylands, pastoralist 
communities, border disputes and widespread 
displacements. This, coupled with recurring conflict, 
can manifest in food insecurity, crop losses, 
malnutrition, and increased gender-based violence.

The Australian Humanitarian Partnership (AHP), a 
partnership between the Australian Government and 
Australian NGOs (ANGOs), expanded interventions 
in the Africa region in 2023 to help address these 
challenges. Three responses in Ethiopia and Kenya 
have reached almost 300,000 participants in 12 
months, tackling food security, livelihoods and 
protection.  

An evaluation of the Plan International Australia 
and Oxfam Australia responses found that tailored 
interventions, especially cash assistance, drove 
positive change, such as enhanced livelihoods, 
community stability, and psychosocial well-being. 

The rights-based programming central to ANGOs, 
and their focus on remote and marginalised 
populations, also yield important results. In some 
Ethiopian communities, Oxfam provided direct 
services, such as protection referrals, psychosocial 
support and emergency cash assistance, to women 
survivors of violence for the first time.  Plan 
International provided more than 1,600 female-
headed households with multi-purpose cash 
transfers to meet critical basic needs, linking these 
with protection and nutrition interventions. 

Oxfam has also been at the forefront of enabling 
locally-led humanitarian action in Kenya and 
Ethiopia. Local partners were provided with 
resources (over 80% of the budget) and decision-
making powers, while Oxfam provided contract 

management support, coordination, and quality 
oversight. This was possible through Oxfam’s long-
term collaboration with the Arid and Semi-Arid 
Lands Humanitarian Network and member national 
organisations in Kenya and long-established 
strategic partnerships in Ethiopia. 

This paper highlights how ANGOs are responding 
to increased challenges in the face of climate 
change, including through localised responses 
that reach the most marginalised populations. New 
AHP activations in Ethiopia and Kenya in 2024 will 
continue to build the resilience of communities and 
strengthen access to protection services.

Chinese aid and environmental impact: reimagining 
human security in Zimbabwe

Kudakwashe Praise Mutukura, PhD Candidate, RMIT 
University

This research investigates the intersection of aid 
and human security in Zimbabwe, with a particular 
focus on the implications of Chinese aid. Drawing 
on Key Informant Interviews that I conducted in 
Africa (Zimbabwe), the study reveals that Chinese 
aid, while ostensibly contributing to development, 
often serves as a cover for deeper human security 
issues, including environmental degradation and 
community insecurities. These challenges highlight 
the limitations of traditional aid models that 
prioritize economic gains over the well-being of local 
populations. The findings underscore the urgent 
need to embed human security considerations 
within Zimbabwe’s policy framework to ensure that 
aid initiatives genuinely enhance the security and 
livelihoods of communities. Moreover, the research 
calls for vigilance against the dangers of dollar 
diplomacy, where financial influence undermines 
the integrity of development efforts. This study 
contributes to the broader discourse on the role of 
foreign aid in shaping security outcomes in Africa, 
advocating for a more human-centered approach to 
aid and development. 
 
Chair: Estelle Stambolie, Research Officer, 
Development Policy Centre, Crawford School of 
Public Policy, ANU

  



Panel 1d – The critical intersections of 
social protection systems and climate 
change

As climate change intensifies, social security 
systems face mounting pressures from 
increased demand for benefits and services 
while simultaneously grappling with eroding 
fiscal capacity due to climate-induced economic 
disruptions. This is especially pronounced in 
agrarian and fisheries-based economies in which 
significant portions of the population rely on these 
sectors for their livelihoods.

Social protection systems serve as safety nets for 
individuals and communities, providing essential 
support during times of crisis. As extreme weather 
events disrupt livelihoods and exacerbate poverty, 
it is imperative that social protection systems are 
designed to be resilient, responsive and easily 
scalable. This panel will explore the critical 
intersection of social protection and climate change, 
with a particular focus on the unique challenges and 
opportunities in the Asia-Pacific.

Chair: Jamie Isbister, Deputy Head, Office of the 
Pacific & Head, Strategic Infrastructure and 
Economic Division, DFAT

Panelists: 

Dr Stephen Kidd, Senior Social Policy Specialist, 
Development Pathways

Dr Melanie Pill, Research Fellow, Indo-Pacific 
Development Centre, Lowy Institute

Ruth Honculada-Georget, Social Policy and Program 
Coordinator, FAO

Panel 1e – The Global Partnership for 
Education: a demand-driven approach 
to strengthening national systems

The Global Partnership for Education (GPE) has 
adopted a systems transformation approach to 
strengthening national education systems. A 
key element of this approach is the role of global 
and regional partners in supporting countries’ 
knowledge and capacity needs, thus ensuring they 
have the capabilities critical to transform their 
education systems. GPE has incorporated this 
focus through the GPE Knowledge and Innovation 
Exchange (KIX) mechanism. 

KIX is a demand-driven program launched in 
2019 that connects the expertise, innovation and 
knowledge of GPE partners to support more than 70 
countries. This panel will highlight experiences and 
insights from one of four regional hubs in facilitating 
knowledge generation, mobilisation, and capacity 
strengthening across 36 GPE partner countries.

Chair: Sally-Anne Henfry, Assistant Secretary, DFAT

Panelists: 

Aditi Desai, KIX EMAP Knowledge Lead (Southeast 
Asia), NORRAG, Geneva Graduate Institute

Nuong Nguyen, Vietnam Country Director, Room to 
Read

Tshelthrim Dorji, Planning Officer, Policy and 
Planning Division, Ministry of Education and Skills 
Development, Government of Bhutan

Arushi Terway, Senior Technical Advisor, KIX EMAP, 
NORRAG Global Education Centre, Geneva Graduate 
Institute

Panel 1f – Focus on Indonesia: policy, 
governance and infrastructure

The role of think tanks as policy entrepreneurs: 
case Studies from Indonesia

Ria Arief, Head, Knowledge to Policy Unit, Australian 
Embassy, DFAT Jakarta

Indonesia is the world’s third-largest seafood 
producer, generating 13 million tonnes in 2021 
and providing livelihoods for 5.3 million fishers, 
aquafarmers and processing workers (FAO, 2024). 
Alarmingly, a significant portion of this workforce 
comprises internal migrants from impoverished, 
remote regions. These workers face not only meagre 
wages and dangerous working conditions but also 
systemic exploitation in the form of forced labour 
–  a persistent issue flagged by Australia, the US and 
other major importing nations.

In response to this widespread labour abuse in 
Indonesia, the Freedom Fund established an anti-
slavery program in 2021, partnering with six local 
NGOs. To date, this initiative has delivered direct 
assistance to over 10,000 at-risk workers. However, 
the program’s broader mission is to empower 
seafood workers to self-organise, advocate for 
better conditions and seek recourse for violations.
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Supported by research from the University of 
Sydney, several promising approaches have been 
identified, adapted and trialled within our Indonesia 
program. Despite the urgent need for collective 
organising, transitioning from centralised models 
of advocacy and service provision, to decentralised 
approaches that prioritise worker-led actions has 
proved challenging. This shift requires a different 
set of skills from NGOs, focusing on community-
building and participatory decision-making that 
align with the workers’ priorities rather than 
reflecting NGO expertise or donor expectations.

This presentation will outline insights from a 
forthcoming report, reflecting on successes, 
setbacks and critical lessons from our Indonesia 
seafood program. The findings highlight the urgent 
need for worker-led strategies in combatting forced 
labour – in both the seafood sector and the wider 
global economy. It also emphasises the importance 
of donors and NGOs stepping back from top-down 
control, empowering affected communities to lead 
– fostering a more inclusive and just economy that 
truly restores power to the hands of workers.

Public financial management: the key to achieving 
equity at scale?

Heracles Lang, Lead, Public Financial Management 
and Minimum Service Standards, Synergies and 
Collaboration for Service Delivery Acceleration 
Program (SKALA), Indonesia

The Indonesian government is pursuing an ambitious 
national development plan. To achieve their 2045 
development targets, more inclusive human 
development is vital. The Australian-Indonesian 
Partnership governance program, SKALA, is 
supporting the Indonesian government to institute 
public policy reforms that will incentivise inclusive 
growth and public sector investment in the essential 
foundations of human development. 

Working with the Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Ministry of Development Planning (Bappenas) and 
the Ministry of Finance at the national level and 
ten provincial governments, this program aims 
to combine new incentives embedded in nation-
subnational fiscal transfer laws with streamlined 
subnational revenue raising measures to increase 
the total volume public money being invested in 
basic services. 

This presentation will show the valuable role 
development partners can play in supporting 
national governments to harness their own 
significant public resources to deliver inclusive 
growth.  SKALAs experience is demonstrating how 
partner-led governance programming enabled 
by long-term relationships of trust can result in 
system level reform. By supporting expert analytics, 
facilitating inter-ministerial and multi-level 
government coordination and targeted capacity 
building, instances of institutionalised reforms are 
being delivered. 

Two case studies will be presented that illustrate 
how tax reform and planning and budgeting 
incentives can contribute to greater public 
investment in inclusive public services, whilst 
generating greater wealth at the province level and 
open up opportunity for jobs.

Innovative financing to close Indonesia’s financing 
gap

Steven Chaytor, Head, Australia Indonesia 
Partnership for Infrastructure (KIAT)

The Government of Indonesian (GOI) has ambitious 
infrastructure targets that will require sizeable 
private sector investment. Government estimates of 
infrastructure investment needed are in the order 
of AUD 600 billion (IDR 6,445 trillion) over 2020-
24, with 42 per cent private sector contribution. 
These levels of private investment have not been 
realised and GOI has been exploring creative ways to 
catalyse private infrastructure financing. In line with 
the Australia’s Southeast Asia Economic Strategy 
(Invested 2040), Australia has been supporting 
Indonesia to help fill this infrastructure financing 
gap, and open possibilities for greater trade and 
investment between the two countries. This has 
included developing a Public Private Partnership 
(PPP) screening tool and PPP preparation of 
infrastructure projects that adhere to internationally 
accepted standards for investment; the application 
of Limited Concession Schemes (LCS) to recycle 
public assets; and Land Value Capture (LVC) to 
leverage increased land and property value that 
result from infrastructure projects. Australian 
advisory support has helped streamline the enabling 
environment for successful implementation of PPPs, 
including developing new GOI innovative financing 
regulations. These reforms have been complemented 
in 2024 with GOI’s issuance of Presidential 
regulations for LCS and LVC as opportunities 
to provide alternative funding and financing 
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mechanisms for infrastructure development. The 
LCS regulation provides a useful mechanism for GOI 
to recycle public sector capital for financing new 
infrastructure and bring private sector efficiencies 
for improved service delivery. The LVC regulation 
provides a funding mechanism to improve the 
financial viability of specific projects. For private 
investors, both LCS and LVC provide opportunities to 
participate in the management of financially viable, 
operational infrastructure assets which should 
generate reasonable returns commensurate with 
risk appetites. Institutional investors, who can be 
averse to infrastructure construction risks, may more 
likely participate in Indonesia’s infrastructure sector 
through LCS arrangements.

Chair: James Gilling, Regional Vice President, East 
Asia and the Pacific, Abt Global

Panel 2a – Australia’s approach 
to locally led development: policy 
drivers and emerging good practice

This panel will explore the topic of locally led 
development through the lens of both policy and 
practice. We will introduce DFAT’s new guidance 
which was produced in a consultation process 
with 33 partner countries and reflect on areas of 
emerging good practice and challenges across 
different partners and modalities across the DFAT 
portfolio, including budget support, managing 
contractors, and civil society organisations.

Chair: Kirsten Bishop, Assistant Secretary, 
Development Performance and Advisory Services 
Branch, Development Effectiveness and Enabling 
Division, DFAT

Panelists: 

Ayesha Lutschini, Team Leader, PNG Women Lead, 
Abt Associates

Pranil Singh, Public Financial Management Adviser, 
Fiji Support Facility

Bishnu Adhikara, Program Director, The Asia 
Foundation

Kirsten Hawke, Lead Adviser Design and Locally Led 
Development, DFAT

Panel 2b – What happened to the 
“almost revolution”? Reflections on 
Political Economy Analysis and its 
impact

For over more than 25 years donor agencies across 
the world have increasingly invested in political 
economy analysis as a tool, framework and way of 
thinking and working that aims to operationalise the 
recognition that development is inherently a political 
undertaking. This has taken different forms – from 
Sida’s Power Analysis to DFID’s “Drivers of Change” 
analysis to the World Bank’s “problem-driven PEA”. 
Closer to home, DFAT has a PEA Guidance Note and 
regular political economy analysis training. 

This panel will provide an interactive facilitated 
discussion of the status of PEA. It will deliver a 
frank reflection with diverse perspectives on where 
the development community when it comes to the 
“almost revolution”, what are the results, and what 
next steps might entail. 

Chair: Hannah Bleby, Director, Governance, Education 
and Thematic Coordination, Development Advisory 
Services, DFAT

Panelists: 

Dr Lisa Denney, Acting Director, Centre for Human 
Security and Social Change, La Trobe University

Graham Teskey, Principal Global Lead for Governance, 
Abt Global

Dr Nicola Nixon, Senior Director, Governance, The 
Asia Foundation [online]

Jimmy Morona, Independent, Development 
practitioner [online]

Panel 2c – The political economy of 
debt in South Asia

South Asia’s debt landscape has been marked 
by varying levels of fiscal distress, influenced by 
both domestic political decisions and international 
financial dynamics.

The objectives of this panel are to critically 
analyse the political and economic drivers of debt 
accumulation in Pakistan, Sri Lanka, and Nepal, and 
to explore the consequences of these debt crises 
on economic sovereignty and development in the 
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region. By examining the unique challenges each 
country faces, the panel will provide insights into 
sustainable debt management practices and offer 
policy recommendations that can help these nations 
avoid future fiscal distress while promoting long-
term regional economic stability.

Chair: Anthea Mulakala, Senior Director, International 
Development Cooperation, The Asia Foundation

Panelists: 

Kshitiz Dahal, Senior Programme Officer, South Asia 
Watch on Trade, Economics and Environment, Nepal

Dr Faisal Bari, CEO and Senior Research Fellow, 
Institute of Development and Economic Alternatives, 
Pakistan [online]

Yolani Fernando, Executive Director, Arutha, Sri Lanka

Panel 2d – Collaborative research 
partnerships for inclusive 
development

The KONEKSI program is a joint initiative between 
the Australian and Indonesian Governments to 
promote equitable knowledge partnerships to 
produce high-quality, multidisciplinary research to 
support Indonesia’s national development priorities. 

This panel will discuss how collaborative 
partnerships are strengthening research, innovation 
and reform in Indonesia and Australia. Panelists 
will speak on the ways gender equality, disability 
and social inclusion are being elevated through the 
program and how collaboration is building mutually 
beneficial institutional and people-to-people links. 
They will also discuss the key issue of impact: how 
KONEKSI partnerships are supporting ‘research to 
innovation’ and ‘research to policy’ pathways and 
leading to practical evidence-based solutions. 

Chair: Jana Hertz, Team Leader, KONEKSI

Panelists: 

Dr Agus Haryono, Deputy for Research Facilitation 
and Innovation, National Research and Innovation 
Agency (BRIN), Government of Indonesia

Ria Arief, Head, Knowledge to Policy Unit, Australian 
Embassy, DFAT Jakarta

Professor John McCarthy, Resources, Environment 
and Development Program, Crawford School of Public 
Policy, ANU 

Charina Chazali, Executive Director, AKATIGA Centre 
for Social Analysis

Panel 2e – Total value creation: 
cooperatives as models of social 
business in the Asia-Pacific

Co-operatives are a proven model for inclusive 
economic development, supporting the livelihoods of 
10% of the world’s working population. Globally, the 
top 300 co-operatives and mutuals have a combined 
turnover of more than US$2.4 trillion. 

There is a strong case for the Australian government 
to commission co-design work that lays out the 
opportunities to support Asia-Pacific co-operative 
development in 2025 and beyond, including through: 
1) improved legal framework for co-operatives to 
operate, supporting governments with national 
legislation, regulations, strategies and regional 
harmonisation; and 2) supporting Minsters from the 
Asia-Pacific in their call for the establishment of a 
Pacific Network of Co-operatives.

Chair: Michael Pilbrow, Director and Chairman, 
Strategic Development Group

Panelists: 

Melina Morrison, CEO, Business Council of Co-
operatives and Mutuals

Dulce Bustamante, Chairperson International Co-
operative Alliance, Asia Pacific Committee on Youth 
Cooperation & Executive Director, Union of Legitimate 
Service Contracting Cooperatives, Philippines, 
International Co-operative Alliance

Setareki Macanawai, Global Disability Inclusion and 
Equity Advisor & former CEO of the Pacific Disability 
Forum
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Panel 2f – Climate resilient food 
systems in Southeast Asia and the 
Pacific

The impacts of climate change on agriculture have 
been felt worldwide, particularly in Southeast Asia 
and the Pacific. Amidst these changes, building 
climate-resilient food systems is imperative for 
ensuring food security alongside sustainable 
development. International development projects 
have provided access to critical resources which 
enable adaptation to climate change. However, 
one significant challenge persists: identifying and 
establishing the right incentives that motivate 
stakeholders to adopt new, climate-resilient farming 
and land use practices where change is needed. 

This panel will share research findings and practical 
insights about the development of climate-resilient 
food systems in Southeast Asia and the Pacific, 
drawing from ongoing projects in Papua New 
Guinea, Vietnam, and Tonga. 

Chair: Ewelina Przybyszewski, Program Manager, 
Climate Resilient Food Systems, Institute for Climate, 
Energy and Disaster Solutions (ICEDS), ANU

Panelists: 

Bianca Suarez, Research Project Officer, ICEDS, ANU

Jennifer Kelly, Senior Innovation Systems Broker, 
CSIRO

Dr Mona Mahani, Senior Research Analyst, ICEDS, 
ANU 

Harry Myrans, Research Fellow, ICEDS, ANU

Panel 3a – Measuring what matters: 
understanding impact in social 
change programs

At the 2023 Australasian Aid Conference, a 
keynote panel on aid effectiveness advocated for 
experimental approaches to impact evaluation to 
support the scaling of aid interventions. This panel 
builds on that discussion, exploring how complexity 
aware and participatory approaches to impact 
assessment can help development policymakers and 
practitioners understand how well complex social 
change programs are working — and, importantly, 
why, how and for whom they are working. 

Participatory and complexity-aware approaches to 
impact assessments present challenges for both 
evaluators and the programs that commission them. 
Consequently, there are few examples available 
of these approaches being used in practice. This 
panel will present innovative approaches to impact 
assessments of DFAT-funded programs. Panelists 
will outline the reasons for the choices they have 
made about approaches and methods, and how 
they have managed the challenges they have 
encountered. 

Chair: Erin Anderson, Technical Director Asia Pacific, 
Cowater International

Panelists: 

Dr Elisabeth Jackson, Senior Research Fellow, Centre 
for Human Security and Social Change, La Trobe 
University

Dr Ujjwal Krishna, Research Specialist (Governance), 
The Asia Foundation

Bethany Davies, Director for MERL and Performance, 
Synergies and Collaboration for Service Delivery 
Acceleration Program (SKALA), Indonesia

Panel 3b – Health and WASH in 
Indonesia: working with vulnerable 
groups, communities and local 
authorities

Reaching vulnerable groups through multisectoral 
partnership on COVID-19 risk communication and 
community engagement (RCCE): strengthening 
health systems and building connections	

Dr Yulianto Kurniawan, Former National Coordinator 
on COVID-19 Program, Australia Indonesia Health 
Security Partnership [online]

Co-authors: Drevina Andarini (independent 
consultant), Martdwita Bayulestari (independent 
consultant), Nabila Yasminuljannah (independent 
consultant), Ellif Arrynta (independent consultant), 
Nugroho (independent consultant) 

Introduction 
Australia Indonesia Health Security Partnership 
(AIHSP) supported risk communication and Last 
Mile COVID-19 Vaccination Program in Indonesia 
from June 2021 to June 2023. There is a gap on 
inclusive risk communication for elderly and people 
with disability that affect vaccination coverage.
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Method 
The program conducted two stage of risk 
communication and community engagement. The 
first phase was building health systems then the 
second stage was expansion to the community 
level. Building health systems capacity is done 
through serial meeting, training and workshops to 
develop guidelines/curriculum. Expansion phase 
of RCCE was done through grass root civil society 
organisations in reaching vulnerable groups. 

Results 
Risk communication capacity building phase one 
intended for strengthening provincial, district health 
office, primary health care, social agency, university, 
journalist, disaster management body, and people 
with disability organization. The risk communication 
health systems strengthening resulted on one 
national curriculum for health workers, 10 behaviours 
change guide on COVID-19 for Provincial and District 
level, one COVID-19 and ONE health Education Guide 
for Family with economic constraint, one COVID-19 
and ONE health interpersonal Communication Guide. 

In second phase, risk communication and community 
engagement was done through multiple local 
CSO. It built GEDSI sensitive framework for 
vaccination services; 39 Behavioural Change 
materials;16,314,367 people exposed to the health 
messages; 22,049 people directly reached; 362 
CSOs/CBOs/DPOs and 496 Agents of Change (AoC) 
received capacity building; Community-based 
surveillance through case management systems in 
32 villages implemented.  Around 795 cases were 
reported and solved. The program contributed to 
271,602 COVID-19 vaccine shots to marginalised 
groups, including 56,458 older people and 8,892 
people with disabilities.

Conclusion 
Delivering equal health service need multi 
stakeholders’ collaboration. Building health systems 
capacity is a crucial part followed by building 
network between community and the systems. 
Connecting health systems and society will improve 
health equity.    

Best Practices of Grant Implementation in 
the Indonesian Health Sector: Pilot Project 
of Puskesmas (Community Health Centers) 
Accreditation	

Budi Perdana, Team Leader, Loan and Grant Team, 
Bureau of Planning and Budgeting, Ministry of Health, 
Government of Indonesia 

Co-authors: Ms. Ruri Purwandani, Mr. Arief Maulana, 
Ms. Hanifah Fitriani and Ms. Ria Arief

The Australia-Indonesia Partnership for Health 
System Strengthening (AIPHSS) is a collaborative 
program between Australia and Indonesia aimed 
at supporting innovative activities in three 
Health System Strengthening (HSS) building 
blocks: Service Delivery, Health Workforce and 
Health Financing. This program began in 2014 
and concluded in 2017, with a grant value of 
AUD 50 million, implemented in areas of Central 
Government, East Java Province (four districts), and 
West Java Province (four districts).

One innovative activity supported by AIPHSS 
was the piloting of the Puskesmas accreditation 
system. This initiative aimed to establish service 
standards for Puskesmas across Indonesia to 
improve the quality of healthcare services, which 
would later be linked to the capitation system of the 
National Health Insurance (JKN). AIPHSS supported 
the preparation of accreditation standards and 
instruments by piloting the accreditation at sixteen 
Puskesmas in the project areas, conducted in 2014.

The piloting results became the final material 
for conducting Puskesmas accreditation across 
Indonesia, with funding shifted from grants to 
national and regional budgets (APBN and APBD). 
The accreditation activities continued, and by 
the first semester of 2024, 95.10% or 9,865 out 
of 10,374 Puskesmas across Indonesia had been 
accredited.

This innovative activity is one of the best practices in 
foreign grant programs within the Indonesian health 
sector. It demonstrated high leverage, as shown 
by the shift in funding from grants to APBN/APBD 
and the establishment of some policies mandating 
Puskesmas accreditation in Indonesia.
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A whole-of-service approach to urban wastewater 
development in Indonesia

Steven Chaytor, Head, Australia Indonesia 
Partnership for Infrastructure (KIAT)

Indonesia has been targeting 90 per cent access 
to improved and safe sanitation by the end of 
2024, with an estimated investment requirement 
of around IDR 140.9 trillion (AUD 15.3 billion). 
Improved sanitation systems help decrease water 
pollution from domestic wastewater sources which 
is highly correlated with reduced stunting. Central 
to achieving access targets in urban areas is the 
roll out of centralised urban wastewater systems, 
with services managed by a utility operator. In 
Indonesia only X% of the population is served by 
a centralised system, with most households using 
septic tanks which are often leaking and rarely 
emptied. Australia has been supporting Indonesia in 
meeting its urban sanitation targets and developing 
centralised urban wastewater systems through a 
range of demonstration projects. This has included 
working through Indonesian government systems to 
construct and manage a large-scale treatment plant 
and network in Palembang city, designed to service 
up to 21,700 properties (around 100,000 people). 
Australian support to Palembang city has taken a 
whole-of-service approach covering both the ‘hard 
infrastructure’ elements of design, contracting and 
construction, as well as the ‘soft infrastructure’ 
elements of institutional strengthening and 
tariff setting with the managing utility, and their 
outreach and engagement with new customers 
(communities and households) connecting to the 
new sanitation system. To ensure a successful 
approach, construction contracting and tariff 
setting has needed to navigate the complex political 
economy at both local and national levels. Increasing 
demand within communities for upgraded household 
connections has deployed innovative approaches 
including training on inclusive basic sanitation to 
help raise awareness of the benefits and identify 
community champions. The system was inaugurated 
by the President of Indonesia in October 2023 and 
led to the release of a Presidential instruction and 
associated funding to support the achievement of 
Government sanitation targets through increased 
household connections.

Chair: Camilla Burkot, Senior Technical Advisor, 
Health Technical Hub, Global Health Division, DFAT

Panel 3c – Climate change, food 
security and gender: Bangladesh, 
Indonesia and the Pacific

Food security in the Pacific Islands: a comparison 
between Fiji and Kiribati 

Danian Singh, Lecturer, Fiji National University 
[online]

Co-authors: Kelera Railoa, Researcher, University of 
Fiji, Priyatma Singh, Lecturer in Biology, University of 
Fiji

In the Pacific Islands, including Melanesia, 
Micronesia, and Polynesia, food security varies 
due to diverse geological and climatic features. 
Traditional food preservation and community 
support historically ensured food security, but 
economic shifts toward market-based economies 
have increased reliance on food imports. Agriculture, 
encompassing crop cultivation and fishing, is vital, 
yet climate change poses significant challenges. 
The COVID-19 pandemic further exacerbated 
food security issues, particularly affecting rural 
communities and women. Fiji faces significant 
food security challenges due to natural disasters 
and climate change, affecting about 30% of 
the population despite agriculture’s economic 
contributions. Dependence on marine resources 
complicates the situation, making communities 
vulnerable to environmental changes and market 
fluctuations. Kiribati, consisting of low-lying atolls, 
faces severe food security challenges due to 
limited land resources and climate change impacts, 
including sea level rise and extreme weather. 
Traditional land ownership provides stability but 
is pressured by environmental degradation, and 
reliance on imported food exacerbates insecurity. 
Kiribati’s vulnerability to global crises underscores 
the need for systemic solutions. The study aimed 
to assess food security in Fiji and Kiribati under 
climate change and COVID-19 impacts, focusing 
on community barriers, food sources, gender roles, 
and traditional knowledge. Data collection involved 
fieldwork, interviews, and Talanoa dialogues in 
Fiji’s Ra Province and Kiribati’s Marakei Island. Key 
findings indicate environmental challenges, reliance 
on processed foods, and the erosion of food related 
traditional knowledge. Gender roles significantly 
impact food security, with women in Fiji more 
involved in decision-making than in Kiribati. The 
study highlights the need for tailored strategies 
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considering each island’s socio-cultural, economic, 
and environmental contexts to enhance food 
security and resilience.

Adaption pathways among vulnerable communities 
in eastern Indonesia: understanding the food, 
climate, and agroecology nexus

Professor John McCarthy, Resources Environment 
and Development program, Crawford School of Public 
Policy, ANU and Charina Chazali, Akatiga Centre for 
Social Analysis, Indonesia  
 
Co-authors: Prudens Maring Universitas Budi Louhur, 
Herlina Wati Akatiga Centre for Social Analysis, 
Rahmad Efendi Akatiga Centre for Social Analysis, 
Henri Sitorus USU, Wong Desmiwati, Brim Eping 
Badar, Univeristas Nusa Nipa, Yulius Regang, LBH 
Maumere Rini Astuti, ANU, Suraya Afiff, UI, Yovita 
Yashita Bolly, Univeristas Nusa Nipa

An emerging literature on food, climate and 
agroecological land uses in the global south 
explores the nexus between climate, food and 
rural livelihoods. It suggests that approaches 
that holistically attend to environmental, social, 
and economic concerns can open pathways for 
understanding and addressing urgent food, 
livelihood, and climate issues facing vulnerable 
communities in climate-exposed environments 
such as Eastern Indonesia. Yet the climate-food 
agroecological nexus is poorly understood, and 
the pathways through which agroecological 
interventions might improve food and nutrition 
security and support climate adaptation among 
marginal farming communities remain unclear. 
This paper examines the adaptive spaces emerging 
amidst livelihood transitions in Flores, Eastern 
Indonesia. Increasing climate variability is leading 
to cascading production failures. At the same time, 
livelihood transitions are speeding up as men leave 
for work elsewhere and agriculture feminizes, 
leading to a cycle where women’s disproportionate 
care responsibilities limit their economic 
empowerment and perpetuate gender inequalities.  
Policy makers aiming to alleviate poverty and reduce 
forest degradation are rolling out social forestry 
reforms for over 12 million hectares of Indonesia, 
including extensive areas under community 
agroforests. Yet, policy practices to sustain 
community resilience and address climate precarity 
remain underdeveloped. This paper explores this 
conjuncture drawing on research in Nusa Tenggara 
undertaken under the DFAT-sponsored Koneksi 

program. Based on work still in process, this paper 
analyses this nexus. It anticipates what might be 
required to address the complex challenges facing 
vulnerable local families struggling to sustain their 
livelihoods and maintain their well-being in the face 
of production failures and climate precarity. 

Women’s economic empowerment to promote 
inclusive agri-food systems in Bangladesh: 
evidence and lessons in promoting systems change, 
gender equality and nutrition  

Ellie Wong, Economic Empowerment Manager, World 
Vision Australia

Co-authors: Rivika Bisht, Evidence and Learning 
Advisor, WVA, Khandoker Ruhul Amin, Value Chain 
Specialist, GESMIN project, World Vision Bangladesh, 
Yusuf Ali, former GPOP Project Manager, World Vision 
Bangladesh, Tamam Noor, Senior inclusive Market 
Systems Development advisor, WVA 

Despite Bangladesh making significant progress in 
poverty reduction in recent years, poverty remains 
concentrated in rural areas. Food security and 
malnutrition is significant, with one of the world’s 
highest rates of child stunting. 46% of women of 
reproductive age suffer from anaemia, with women 
and girls ‘eating last and less’. Women’s economic 
empowerment (WEE) is a critical pathway to promote 
more inclusive agrifood systems. This session will 
draw on World Vision’s learning over 7 years in 
two DFAT Australian NGO Cooperation Program 
(ANCP) projects: Nutrition Sensitive Value Chains 
for Small Holder Farmers (NSVC) (2017-2023) in 
north-west Jamalpur, and the Gender Inclusive 
Pathways of out Poverty (GPOP) project (2018-2024) 
in host communities outside refugee camps in Cox 
Bazar. Both projects focused on WEE and Nutrition 
Sensitive Agriculture with the same overarching 
approach with different adaptations for the marginal 
poor (NSVC) and ultra-poor households (GPOP), 
with projects sharing lessons in implementation. 
World Vision’s WEE approach involved working on 
gender inclusive business models and agricultural 
value chains where women could benefit, including 
chicken, vegetables and chilli, while layering gender 
transformative activities to address harmful social 
norms linked to women agency and gender-based 
food discrimination, including engaging men and 
mothers-in-law through the Mencare model. Both 
projects focused on women entrepreneurs and 
sales agents. NSVC employed an inclusive Market 
Systems Development (iMSD) approach for 20,000 
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marginal poor households, while GPOP employed 
ultra-poor graduation (UPG) for 2,880 ultra-poor, 
prioritising women-headed households.  Both 
projects focused on nutrition behaviour change and 
home gardens targeting dietary diversity, with NSVC 
focusing on infant young child feedback practices 
and GPOP using basic needs to support to ensure 
food security needs were met. The session will 
draw on team learnings and NSVC and GPOP final 
evaluations, referring to World Vision’s NSVC Impact 
Brief, GPOP brief (mid-term one here), and NSA 
meta-review.  

Chair: Robyn Alders, Honorary Professor, 
Development Policy Centre, ANU

Panel 3d – Gender and transformative 
change: foreign policy, conflict and 
leadership

From standing out to fitting in: new feminist foreign 
policy trajectories since 2021

Joanna Pradela, Director, Knowledge Translation 
and Equality Insights, IWDA, Dr Liz Gill-Atkinson, 
Research Advisor, IWDA, Alice Ridge, Senior Research 
Policy and Advocacy Advisor, IWDA

In 2021 IWDA published qualitative research 
exploring the key factors enabling the declaration 
of feminist foreign and international assistance 
policies in Sweden, Canada, France and Mexico, 
From Seeds to Roots: Trajectories towards feminist 
foreign policy. The findings led IWDA to create the 
Australian Feminist Foreign Policy Coalition, which 
has played a key role in advancing feminist foreign 
policy (FFP) discourse in Australia over the past 3 
years. 

Since then, 15 governments have (at some point) 
formally committed to FFP; three - Sweden, the 
Netherlands and Argentina - have abandoned their 
commitments following changes of government; and 
geopolitical events and crises continue to shape and 
influence critical debates about the role of FFP.  

In November 2024, IWDA will publish updated 
research exploring the trajectories of FFP 
commitments across: Argentina, Canada, Chile, 
Colombia, France, Germany, Mexico, Netherlands, 
Scotland, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden. Through 
key informant interviews and participatory 
validation with senior government and civil society 
representatives who hold unique knowledge of FFP 

declaration, policy development, institutionalisation 
and future trajectories, this research contributes 
timely updates to the field of FFP adoption, 
accountability and practice.  

For those working across all areas of Statecraft to 
advance gender equality in Australia and the Asia 
and Pacific regions, the research presents a series 
of lessons that can be built on, contextualised and 
made relevant in this part of the world. Whether 
or not Australia and other nations decide to “join 
the FFP club,” substantive policy alignment will 
necessitate closer engagement over time as the 
critical debates that will define FFP into the future 
are cross-border, multi-sectoral, generational and 
systemic. In a moment when the multilateral legal 
and normative systems that shape work on gender 
equality are being renegotiated, the question for 
Australia is: will we play a leading role in shaping 
those systems, or risk being sidelined?

Women in war: unsung heroes, leaders and 
responders

Dr Athena Nguyen, Senior Manager Gender Equality, 
Disability and Social Inclusion, CARE Australia and 
Olivia Hartigan, Protection Advisor, CARE Ukraine

Women are the unsung heroes of crisis, yet are 
grossly underrepresented when it comes to 
dialogue and decision-making. Based on CARE’s 
groundbreaking ‘Women in War’ report, this 
presentation will delve into the often-overlooked 
realm of women’s leadership during crises, 
challenging preconceived notions and revealing 
women’s resilience and resourcefulness.

Drawing on extensive data from 15 countries and 
13,785 women surveyed, our research found that 
91% of women actively lead or participate in crisis 
response. This demonstrates that women are not 
mere victims, but pivotal actors in survival, recovery, 
and peacebuilding. From providing shelter and 
healthcare to advocating for change and building 
powerful networks of solidarity, women are at the 
forefront of crisis response.

However, this crucial leadership remains largely 
invisible in global discourse. Humanitarian 
leadership structures continue to be male 
dominated, and there is a stark underrepresentation 
in the media, with only 5% of conflict stories 
focusing on women’s experiences and a mere 0.04% 
mentioning women leaders.
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This presentation will explore the multifaceted 
roles women adopt in crises, from first responders 
to peacebuilders. Through a deep dive into Ukraine, 
we will examine the successes and challenges of 
implementing gender-transformative programs in 
volatile environments, in partnership with women-
led organisations. The session will highlight how 
these interventions are redefining the roles of 
women in their communities, transforming them 
into leaders and advocates for peace. It will 
draw linkages of how this leads to better quality 
programming for the communities they represent.

By highlighting the findings of CARE’s ‘Women 
in War’ report and our experiences in Ukraine, as 
well as other conflict-affected countries such as 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Myanmar, we aim to 
shift the narrative and demonstrate how recognising, 
supporting, and amplifying women’s voices and 
leadership can lead to more inclusive, equitable and 
effective conflict resolution and peacebuilding.

Her voice, her leadership: promoting inclusive 
governance in Vanuatu and PNG

Joy Waffi, Inclusive Governance Program Manager, 
CARE International

Promoting inclusive governance for CARE means 
that women, men, girls and boys should have 
the opportunity and the ability to participate 
meaningfully in public decisions that affect their 
lives, hold decision-makers to account and provide 
feedback on the relevance and effectiveness 
of actions by public authorities and other 
powerholders, including CARE.

From CARE’s programming experience in rural and 
remote areas, we feel that a critical governmental 
interface with these communities is often under-
resourced. It is at this level, however, where the 
vast majority of government-led services must be 
provided. This ‘last mile’ of service delivery remains 
the most critical ongoing challenge. CARE in close 
collaboration with the Pacific Community (SPC) and 
in partnership with government stakeholders, has 
worked alongside communities in Vanuatu to trial, 
test and adapt approaches to social accountability 
and inclusive governance at local levels. In PNG, we 
work with Community Government executives and 
interested ordinary ward members, breaking down 
negative cultural practices and barriers to women’s 
leadership. 

Our programme research highlights how 
kastom (traditional governance) and more 
formal governance structures can interface. 
Additional insights can also be shared around how 
strengthened local level governance can enable 
better disaster risk reduction (DRR). 

Creating platforms to broker effective 
dialogue between communities and their local 
governments is essential. In our research we can 
share how participatory approaches have led 
to the development of community profiles and 
development action plans. Through the development 
of these profiles, governments at all levels can 
better understand areas of vulnerability, in order 
to better target support. Such profiling can also 
assist government authorities in better coordinating 
international assistance.

Women across the region are largely marginalised 
from leadership and decision-making 
processes governing their lives. Our programme 
implementation and research shares insights into 
how efforts to promote inclusive governance at local 
levels can also be gender transformative.

Chair: Dr Annabel Dulhunty, Lecturer, Crawford 
School of Public Policy, ANU

Panel 3e – Economic diversification in 
Timor-Leste

Timor-Leste is Asia’s youngest democracy. Soon 
after independence in 2002, the country began 
to earn relatively large revenues from oil and gas 
activities in the Timor Sea. In the last 20 years, 
taxes, royalties and related investment returns have 
totaled US$30 billion, more than the country’s total 
GDP for that period. However, a consequence of this 
reliance on oil and gas is that non-oil sectors have 
developed very slowly. There are few formal sector 
jobs outside government with most households still 
reliant on traditional farming as their main source of 
livelihoods. 

This panel will discuss the challenges and 
opportunities of economic diversification facing 
Timor-Leste focusing on: 1) current and potential 
areas of comparative advantage; 2) a labour market 
view of diversification, including gender gaps; and 3) 
the implications for the government of Timor-Leste’s 
budget, including investment priorities and revenue 
opportunities.
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Chair: Professor Brett Inder, Department of 
Econometrics and Business Statistics, Monash 
Business School

Panelists: 

Amanda Robbins, Founder and Managing Director, 
Equity Economics

Jorania Alves, Research Engagement, PROVISU, 
Timor-Leste

Guteriano Neves, Research Coordinator, PROVISU, 
Timor-Leste

Panel 3f – Culture, faith and trust in 
humanitarian and gender equality aid

Gender and social capital in disaster resilience: 
a qualitative study of rural women leaders and 
social constructions of trust with international 
humanitarian organisations in the Philippines

Kara Medina, Environmental and Social Safeguards 
Specialist for Climate Finance Projects, The Pacific 
Community (SPC)

Local women’s organisations play key roles in 
disasters, and they perceive that their social 
capital with, and trust in, international non-
government organisations (INGOs) can address 
their unmet humanitarian needs. Yet there is limited 
documentation and analysis of the experiences and 
perspectives of local women’s organisations in the 
intersection of social capital, trust, and disaster 
resilience in the Philippines. 

In 2023, the Philippines ranked first in the world 
in disaster risk. Frequent high exposure to 
typhoons, earthquakes, and disasters exacerbated 
by climate change contextualises the country’s 
established humanitarian system with a vibrant 
civil society of local and international non-
government organisations and networks working 
with government and maximising social capital 
to coordinate emergency responses and increase 
disaster resilience. Trust is essential in this system.

Tiwala is a multidimensional social construct 
“associated with the consistency of people’s words 
and actions, the fulfillment of promises, and basic 
respect for people [with] solicitude and willingness 
to help” (Mangubat, 2008). It is loosely translated 
to “trust,” a component of social capital, which 
in Philippine rural disaster contexts is crucial to 

communities’—and women’s—access to resources 
in humanitarian response. 

The objectives of the study are to: (1) illustrate 
women’s experiences in partnering with 
international humanitarian organisations in 
disasters, and (2) examine how women navigate 
Tiwala within these partnerships through semi-
structured interviews and thematic data analysis. 

The study finds that rural women leaders tend 
to place Tiwala in international humanitarian 
organisations when they establish externally 
supported credibility, consistently exhibit 
trustworthy behaviours, espouse a sense of 
mutuality and reciprocity, and deliver aid that is 
appropriate and impactful to communities. 

Rural women leaders call for a humanitarian and 
development system that is feminist in nature and 
praxis: built upon their lived experiences; rooted in 
a culture of mutual Tiwala; and anchored by their 
holistic and rights-based approach to gender and 
disaster resilience.

“A disaster is not a punishment from God”: The 
realities of a locally-led, faith sensitive approach to 
humanitarian work in the Pacific

Chey Mattner, Director, CAN DO Secretariat, Jessica 
Stone, Humanitarian Emergencies Coordinator, 
Caritas Australia, Anna Finter, Project Coordinator, 
CAN DO Secretariat, Sarah Doyle, Country Program 
Coordinator Vanuatu, Act for Peace, Terry Russell, 
Program Effectiveness and Humanitarian Response 
Coordinator, Anglicans in Development

An initiative called the Church Agencies Network 
Disaster Operations (CAN DO) began at the same 
time the localisation agenda gained momentum at 
the World Humanitarian Summit in 2016. CAN DO 
has since grown into a consortium of nine Australian 
church-based humanitarian organisations preparing 
and responding to emergencies with and through 
churches and local civil society organisations, 
predominantly in the Pacific.

In a highly spiritual and religious context like the 
Pacific, it is appropriate to work closely with local 
actors through a faith-sensitive approach. DFAT-
funded initiatives such as the Theology of Disaster 
Risk Reduction in a Changing Climate (TDRCC) 
recognise this by seeking to apply a theological lens 
to promoting disaster preparedness and resilience in 
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communities.

Based on eight years of in-country experience, 
consultations and reviews, we know a locally-led 
approach with strong theological ownership can 
work. Anecdotal evidence of positive change at the 
community level exists and interdenominational 
relationships across countries have been forged. 
However, data to demonstrate community impact 
and attitudinal change do not necessarily meet 
our own demands and measurements of success. 
Locally-led programs take time. They are built on 
relationships, trust and dialogue, and will often 
fall short of our own perspective of effective and 
efficient programming.

This presentation reiterates the unique value of 
faith in the humanitarian setting. It recognises 
the opportunities and challenges of a locally-led 
approach, and acknowledges the tension between 
our own expectations and those of the communities 
with whom we work.

Examining the influence of cultural and religious 
values on service provision for intimate partner 
violence in Timor-Leste

Gabriela Leite Soares, Masters student, London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine

Existing literature on intimate partner violence 
(IPV) in low and middle-income countries (LMICs) 
often frame Indigenous cultural and religious values 
primarily as contributing factors to IPV prevalence. 

This study adopts a more nuanced approach to 
examine their influence in Timor-Leste, where 
Indigenous culture is integral to national identity 
and the Catholic Church holds a powerful role. 
While the Timor-Leste’s Ministry of Health, donors, 
and partners have prioritized strengthening health 
workers’ capacity to support IPV survivors through 
survivor-centred approaches, the complex role of 
cultural and religious values in service provision 
remains underexplored. 

This research, conducted over one month (June-July 
2024), involved qualitative interviews with 18 service 
providers from the formal referral network in two 
municipalities in Timor-Leste. The study critically 
examines how Indigenous cultural and religious 
values potentially influence and shape service 
providers’ approaches when working with IPV 
survivors. 

Findings reveal a varied spectrum of influence, with 
service providers often leveraging these values to 
offer emotional support and facilitate access to 
services for survivors, including assistance with 
separation from abusive partners. This research 
argues for a more balanced understanding, 
highlighting both challenges and potential positive 
contributions of cultural and religious values in 
supporting service providers and IPV survivors 
in Timor-Leste. Furthermore, as an Indigenous 
Timorese researcher, I advocate for using decolonial 
methodologies in future research on Indigenous 
cultural values, emphasizing the importance of 
considering historical context and actively involving 
Indigenous communities in knowledge creation 
about their experiences with IPV.

Chair: Dr Bernadette Whitelum, Board Director, Alinea 
International 

Panel 4a – Countering the global anti-
rights movement

A well-organised and resourced anti- rights 
movement is gaining increased legitimacy, 
threatening to reverse hard-won gains for gender 
equality and human . Emboldened by recent 
setbacks, including the overturn of Roe vs. Wade 
in the US, attacks on abortion, restricted access to 
contraception, comprehensive sexuality education 
and the rights of LGBTQIA+ peoples are becoming 
increasingly pronounced. There are now grave 
concerns for the future of reproductive and 
LGBTQIA+ rights around the world. 

This panel will give audience members greater 
understanding of the transnational impacts of rising 
authoritarianism and radical anti-rights campaigns. 
Panelists will discuss strategies to counter the 
pushback against gender and sexual rights and 
explore the role of cross-sectoral partnership and 
movement building to counter regressive anti- rights 
campaigns. The panel will also unpack Australia’s 
role in defending and promoting human rights, and 
the opportunities to engage through partnerships, 
diplomacy and aid.

Chair: Bronte Moules, Australian Ambassador for 
Human Rights, DFAT

Panelists: 

Jelle Postma, Founder and CEO, Justice for Prosperity, 
The Netherlands 

15  |  AAC2024 



Jack Hayes, PhD candidate and Research Assistant, 
Global Institute for Women’s Leadership, ANU

Lady Nancy Lisondra, Youth and Advocacy Advisor, 
International Planned Parenthood Foundation (IPPF), 
Philippines  

Mina Barling, Director, External Relations, IPPF

Panel 4b – Labour trafficking in SE 
Asia: vulnerabilities and responses

Weston Theatre**

Labour migration can bring significant development 
benefits, particularly for countries in the region that 
rely on remittances. However, it can also expose 
individuals to the risk of labour abuse, exploitation 
and human trafficking. 

Drawing on research conducted across all 10 
ASEAN countries on the political economy of labour 
trafficking, this panel will examine the structural 
issues underlying labour migration as well as the 
individual vulnerabilities that migrant workers, 
including those with disabilities, face in relation 
to abuse and exploitation. It will also explore how 
governments, non-government organisations and 
migrants themselves are responding to this issue, 
and what can be done to enhance the protective 
capabilities and legal voice of migrants to reduce 
vulnerabilities and support more successful labour 
migration experiences.

Chair: Dr Lucia Pietropaoli, Team Leader, ASEAN-
Australia Counter Trafficking Program

Panelists: 

Dr Lisa Denney, Research Associate, Overseas 
Development Institute

Dr Andika Ab Wahib, Research Fellow, Institute 
of Malaysia and International Studies, Universiti 
Kebangsaan Malaysia [online]

Nurul Qoiriah, Gender Equality, Disability and 
Social Inclusion Director, ASEAN-Australia Counter 
Trafficking Program

Panel 4c – Aid and the private sector: 
challenges, opportunities and lessons 
from Indonesia

Working more closely with the private sector to 

deliver development assistance can help Australia 
achieve faster and more sustainable development 
outcomes by promoting economic growth, reducing 
poverty and supporting the transition from aid 
relationships to economic partnerships. There is 
a strategic opportunity to catalyse funding from 
the private sector, as well as a need to tap into 
private sector innovation to help solve development 
challenges.

This panel will explore the opportunities and 
challenges of working with the private sector in 
Indonesia and share the lessons that DFAT and 
its development programs have gained from that 
experience.  It will also discuss the incentives, 
benefits, transaction costs, and risks for the private 
sector when engaging in development programs, 
drawing on experience and previous evaluations. 

Chair: Caroline Scott, Director, Blended Finance and 
Investor Engagement Unit, Climate Diplomacy and 
Development Finance Division, DFAT

Panelists: 

David Goodwins, Deputy Team Leader and Lead 
Advisor, Monitoring, Evaluation and Learning, 
Indonesia Australia-Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership Agreement, Economic Cooperation 
Program (Katalis)  

Bram Marolop, Unit Manager, Economic Governance 
Section, Economic, Investment and Infrastructure 
Branch, Australian Embassy, DFAT Jakarta

David Williams, Director, Economic Growth and 
Nature-Based Solutions APAC, Palladium

Tissa Aunilla, Co-founder Pipiltin Chocolates, 
Indonesia [online]

Panel 4d – Australian aid: statecraft, 
contest and public opinion

A new era of economic statecraft

Melissa Tyler Conley, Executive Director, Asia-Pacific 
Development, Diplomacy and Defence Dialogue

There is a growing recognition of the importance of 
economic statecraft – both positive incentives and 
negative sanctions – in Australia’s foreign policy 
discourse. 

This new paradigm – which breaks down the 
traditional separation of economics and security 
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and of domestic and international – provides an 
opportunity to promote development cooperation as 
a key tool of economic statecraft.

This paper lays out a vision for Australia’s economic 
statecraft, including development assistance. 
Australia’s adoption of economic statecraft means 
that there are opportunities to present aid and 
development as acts of positive economic statecraft 
–  and as helping regional partners to respond 
to acts of negative economic statecraft  –  which 
contribute to regional stability and prosperity.

Minding the gaps: statecraft, policy legitimation 
and Australia’s aid

Dr Cameron Hill, Senior Researcher, Development 
Policy Centre, Crawford School of Public Policy, ANU

In an era of renewed great power competition, the 
framing of development assistance as a form of 
“statecraft” has become ubiquitous in Australian 
foreign policy speeches and elite discourse 
surrounding the purposes and priorities of foreign 
aid.  This paper explores the implications of this 
framing for Australia’s development assistance. 

In doing so, it will draw upon Corbett’s history 
of Australia’s aid by placing this contemporary 
framing within the longer history of attempts by aid 
elites and constituencies to provide international 
development assistance with “policy legitimacy”. 

It will argue that notwithstanding the apparent 
consensus around statecraft as an approach to 
policy legitimation, the framework contains several 
important gaps that limit its utility as a model to 
adequately understand, explain and communicate 
Australia’s contemporary aid policy and practice. 

Australian preferences for aid allocation: a discrete 
choice experiment

Jack Hennessy, Senior Health Economist, The Fred 
Hollows Foundation and PhD Candidate, Monash 
University, and Associate Professor Duncan Mortimer, 
Associate Professor Rohan Sweeney, and Dr Maame 
Esi Woode from Monash University Centre for Health 
Economics

The Australian aid program has been eroded over 
time, falling from over 0.30% of Gross National 
Income in 2012-13 to below 0.20% in 2024-25 (DFAT 
2024). Despite this, a persistently high proportion 
of the Australian population think the aid program 

is too generous and should be further reduced 
(Wood 2024).  Previous research suggests that 
endorsement for foreign aid varies according to the 
characteristics of aid programs and aid recipients, 
indicating support for aid is modifiable (Hennessy 
et al 2023). Support for the Australian aid program 
also varies amongst Members of Parliament in line 
with that of their electorates (Wood 2024). As such, 
it is critical to understand whether Australian’s 
preferences for foreign aid align with the shape of 
Australia’s aid program. 

We conducted a discrete choice experiment 
amongst 1,523 Australians aged 18+ to describe 
preferences for ten characteristics of Australia’s 
health aid program, identified through focus 
groups with aid worker and general public samples. 
We found age of target population was most 
important, with respondents preferring aid to 
children and youth over adults and older people. 
Second most important was control - respondents 
preferred aid that is controlled and implemented 
by donors over aid that required recipient control 
and implementation. Recipient government type 
(e.g. poorly functioning public service), size of 
health burden, effectiveness of aid, and cost of aid, 
among other characteristics were also significant, 
but to a lesser extent. Latent class (heterogeneity) 
analysis revealed that older, high-income, English-
speaking Australians preferred aid to programs 
targeting working adults, with less flexibility for 
recipient involvement and at a lower cost than their 
counterparts. 

Our research is the first to quantitatively estimate 
the Australian public’s preferences for aid allocation 
through a discrete choice experiment and is an 
essential first step on developing an aid policy that 
aligns with citizens’ views. 
 
The costs of contest: how geostrategic competition 
and fragility interact

Martina Zapf, Managing Director, Development 
Intelligence Lab

In June 2024, Foreign Minister Penny Wong 
described Australia as being in “a state of 
permanent contest [with China] in the Pacific.” The 
2023 Defence Strategic Review described great 
power competition as the “defining feature of our 
region and time.” Recent Australian investments 
in Southeast Asian and Pacific sectors where 
China’s engagement is ramping up - aviation, 
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banking, telecommunications, infrastructure, 
law and order, and budget support – suggest that 
development cooperation remains a key arena for 
that competition.

This presentation will consider how this 
intensifying competition is interacting with existing 
vulnerabilities in regional systems and states. It 
will map the key arenas, sectors and settings in 
which this competition is playing out in the Indo-
Pacific. It will also map the ways fragility (in all its 
forms) is trending across the Indo-Pacific, including 
in the domains of democratic systems and civic 
space in places like Cambodia, pressure on political 
settlements in places like New Caledonia, and flare 
ups of conflict in places like Solomon Islands. 

It will analyse how the competition between external 
powers – particularly for elite favour and access 
– is both exacerbating these fragilities as well as 
being enabled and accelerated by them. Finally, 
this presentation will consider the costs of this 
contest, both in terms of the pursuit of development 
outcomes and the achievement of strategic 
objectives. It will discuss some options for Australia 
and its partners for bolstering resilience in the 
region to ameliorate the more corrosive effects of 
geostrategic competition. 

This presentation is partly based on the 
Development Intelligence Lab’s ‘International 
Development Policy: One Year On’ policy brief, 
published in August 2024, as well as insights on 
fragility and conflict published through specific 
editions of its platforms the Intel, the Readout, and 
the Situation Room.

Chair: Dr Benjamin Day, Lecturer, Coral Bell School of 
Asia and the Pacific, ANU

Panel 4e – Change from within: 
lessons learned from efforts to affect 
systemic change within government

Australia’s 2023 International Development Policy 
seeks to build “effective and accountable states that 
drive their own development”. However, systemic 
change, particularly when it comes to tackling the 
“wicked problems” that characterise development, 
is complex. These problems often involve an 
agglomeration of technical, cultural and process 
challenges. They are also problems for which purely 
technical solutions are rarely apparent and that 
require multiple stakeholders – often with competing 

interests – to cooperate. 

This panel will showcase three initiatives in 
Southeast Asia to pursue systemic reform: in health 
(in Timor-Leste and Indonesia), gender-based 
violence (in Cambodia), and social protection (in 
Indonesia). It will explore the perspectives and 
experiences from diverse stakeholders, including 
government, implementing partners, and academia. 
The discussion will provide insight on how the design 
and delivery of development programs can better 
enable locally-led systemic change. 

Chair: Anna Winoto, Indonesia Country Representative 
and Strategic Adviser, Abt Global

Panelists: 

Armandina Gusmao-Amaral, Program Director, 
Partnership for Human Development, Timor-Leste

Sochetra Nhean, Director General of Social 
Development, Ministry of Women’s Affairs, 
Government of Cambodia

Vania Budianto, PhD Candidate, Crawford School of 
Public Policy, ANU

Panel 4f – Focus on Cambodia: 
technology, inclusion and Australian 
aid

Mapping the dimensions of poverty vulnerability 
through big data, socioeconomic surveys and 
machine learning in Cambodia

Theara Khoun, Policy Analyst, Social and Economics, 
UN Development Programme, Cambodia

Cambodia has experienced rapid economic growth 
in recent years, yet it continues to grapple with 
poverty, positioning itself as one of the most 
economically vulnerable and aid-dependent 
nations in Southeast Asia. Gaining systematic and 
detailed insights into the multiple dimensions of 
poverty is imperative for fostering sustainable 
development. This study exploits new big data 
sources, machine learning techniques, and the 
Cambodia Socio-Economic Survey (CSES) to map 
poverty-related deprivations across 10 indicators 
within three dimensions: education, health, and 
living standards. The process entails calculating 
deprivation probabilities across a gridded landscape 
and subsequently integrating these probabilities 
with building construction information to estimate 
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household-level deprivations. Through the lens of 
a random forest algorithm, the study’s training and 
validation phases yielded high predictive accuracy 
for indicators related to clean water, sanitation, 
food consumption, housing materials, cooking fuel, 
and access to electricity. However, it is crucial to 
acknowledge the challenges that accompany the 
use of big data and machine learning for poverty 
mapping. One such challenge deals with the 
availability of unbiased training data. The efficacy 
of machine learning algorithms is highly dependent 
on the quantity and quality of the training data. 
In addition, our results only deal with regional 
aggregates (provinces, districts, townships), 
without accounting for specific disparities within 
these aggregates. Despite these limitations, the 
study identifies nighttime lights, population, and 
road network information as key predictors of 
poverty vulnerability. This study also provides 
evidence on the feasibility of predicting poverty 
vulnerability at various geographical scales. Taken 
together, these results highlight the potential of 
big-earth observation data and machine learning as 
complements to socioeconomic surveys for mapping 
poverty vulnerabilities.

Supporting services for children under five years 
old with developmental delays and disabilities in 
Cambodia

Channy Check, Senior Disability and Social Inclusion 
Specialist, Research Triangle Institute, Cambodia

The United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) launched the Cambodia 
Integrated Early Childhood Development (IECD) 
Activity in 2020 to support children in Cambodia 
not just to survive, but to thrive and reach their 
full developmental potential. IECD supports the 
Royal Government of Cambodia (RGC) to promote 
nurturing care for all children, including the 
most vulnerable, starting from before birth. The 
project takes an integrated approach and aligns 
with RGC and USAID strategies and frameworks 
across multiple sectors. IECD works to strengthen 
nutrition service delivery in health facilities and 
in communities; supports nutrition sensitive 
agriculture and improved livelihoods; improves 
water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) practices 
among caregivers; facilitates screening and 
access to services for children who may have 
developmental delays and disabilities; and promotes 
responsive caregiving to help children meet critical 
developmental milestones. 

IECD’s three main objectives are: 
Objective 1: Improved physical, cognitive, linguistic, 
socio-emotional development of young children.

Objective 2: Decreased stunting rates for children 
under 5 among the target population. 

Objective 3: Children with developmental delays 
and disabilities receive appropriate care in target 
provinces.

For Objective 3, IECD has introduced the new 
child screening tools to identified children for 
developmental delays and disabilities then the 
children will be sent to appropriate service providers 
after being identified by IECD. Because in Cambodia, 
there are very limited disability specialized services, 
especially in the remoted areas, like Kampong Thom 
and Preah Vihear Province. IECD has collaborated 
with disability specialised organisations and 
paediatric hospitals to expand the service providers 
to be available in the community where those 
children with developmental delays and disabilities 
are living. 

IECD provide capacity building to community 
workers and government officials at sub-national 
level to be able perform child screening and 
referring those identified children to get appropriate 
service on-time to prevent further complication.

Bridging the information divide: addressing the 
information needs for persons with disabilities in 
Cambodia

Phoury Bun, Research Associate, Center for 
Educational Research and Innovation, Cambodia 
Development Resource Institute and Dr. Phal Chea, 
Senior Research Fellow, Center for Educational 
Research and Innovation (CERI), Cambodia 
Development Resource Institute (CDRI)

Despite international conventions affirming the 
right of individuals with disabilities to access 
information, many countries, including Cambodia, 
have yet to implement comprehensive measures to 
ensure this accessibility. This study investigated 
the accessibility of information for persons with 
disabilities in Cambodia, examining the legal 
framework, its implementation, the current state of 
accessible information, the obstacles encountered, 
and the specific information needs of this 
population. The study implemented an explanatory 
sequential design of mixed methods, which weaved 
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the data from the 2021-22 Cambodia Demographic 
Health Survey (CDHS), mapping review and 61 
FGDs, IDIs, and KIIs. In Cambodia, a significant 
portion of the population, approximately one in 
four individuals aged five and older, lives with a 
disability. This demographic is disproportionately 
represented by older women residing in rural 
areas. Common disabilities included difficulties 
in seeing, remembering, and walking/climbing. 
Persons with disabilities, particularly women with 
severe disabilities, face limited access to education 
and employment opportunities. Their overall 
health and quality of life are often compromised. 
Cambodia currently lacks a specific legal framework 
addressing the accessibility of information for 
persons with disabilities. This absence hinders 
enforcement efforts and contributes to the limited 
availability of accessible formats and support 
services. Regardless of the currently accessible 
information and different access modes, persons 
with disabilities expressed a demand for information 
on economics, education, healthcare and more. This 
information should be tailored to different types of 
disabilities, trustworthy, translated, clear, simple, 
and timely.

The impact of Australian aid on private sector 
development in post-civil war Cambodia: a case 
study

Sithykun Chean, Senior Associate and Sithsakal Oum 
Senior Analyst, Vriens & Partners

International aid has been crucial for Cambodia’s 
post-civil war recovery, though it has also led to 
significant drawbacks caused by the political 
impacts of international aid, including political 
instability, unequal distribution of benefits, and 
the emergence of a single-party political system in 
Cambodia.

This paper aims to explore the impacts of 
aid focused on developing institutions, legal 
frameworks, and human rights over the last three 
decades in Cambodia. It examines the effectiveness 
of structural aid reforms geared towards private 
sector development in Cambodia’s economic 
reforms, particularly in relation to digital economy 
transformation by 2050, amidst external factors 
such as climate change and geopolitical rivalries.

The research question revolves around why donor 
countries, such as Australia in this case, continue 
to advocate for human rights and democracy in 

post-civil war countries, like Cambodia, marked 
by fragility and uncertainty. Additionally, the 
research explores how recipient countries, such 
as Cambodia, can contribute to their own socio-
economic development. To explore the significant 
impacts of aid and address the research question, 
a mixed-methods approach involving a combination 
of quantitative and qualitative data collection and 
analysis methods is utilised.

By examining the historical and structural aid 
provided to Cambodia and considering the 
effectiveness of structural aid reforms towards 
private sector development, our research hypothesis 
is expected to demonstrate that the donor’s 
continued focus on private sector development will 
contribute to public administration reforms, a private 
sector-driven policy agenda, and ultimately benefit 
Cambodian people. Moreover, donor countries 
should prioritise and scrutinise the level and type 
of aid provided to recipient countries. As a lesson 
learned from the case between Australia and 
Cambodia, private sector development is one of the 
most effective methods for developing effective aid 
for international development, particularly in post-
civil war countries. This approach focuses on socio-
economic development and can yield significant 
positive outcomes.

Chair: Micheal Wilson, CEO, eWater 

Panel 5a – The end of the development 
era: causes, consequences, pathways 
forward

The relative peace of the past 70 years has delivered 
stability and unique development opportunities. But 
the prosperity-enhancing order that was built on this 
base is decaying. In response, Western countries, 
particularly in the Anglo-sphere, have sought to 
bolster security alliances and norms and restructure 
trade rules. But they have also turned their backs on 
a global social contract that delivered regional and 
global public goods, serious sustained collaboration 
on common problems, and substantial development 
cooperation. Australia’s repudiation of that global 
social contract is corroding the order the West wants 
to save.

Australia must rediscover creative middle power 
diplomacy and shape it for a multipolar world. 
This requires re-engaging on development with 
a different mindset, different perspectives and 
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different instruments to overcome the growing 
litany of challenges that risk overwhelming us, our 
neighbours, and regional and global order itself.

Chair: Professor Caitlin Byrne, Pro Vice Chancellor 
(Business), Griffith University

Panelists: 

Richard Moore, Principal Strategist, Positive Influence

Dr Benjamin Day, Lecturer, Department of 
International Relations, Coral Bell School of Asia and 
the Pacific, ANU

Jacqui De Lacy, Chief Global Development Officer, Abt 
Global

Panel 5b – Governance, crime 
and development: addressing the 
human impact of scam networks in 
Southeast Asia

In recent years scam operations and human 
trafficking have plagued the poorest nations of 
mainland Southeast Asia. These centres have 
sprung up in areas of Cambodia, Laos and Myanmar 
with weak or contested governance. Financed using 
significant Chinese private capital, these criminal 
activities have not just impacted Southeast Asia but 
have fleeced billions of dollars globally. The centres 
are run through cheap labour supplied by human 
trafficking rings that have exploited people from 
across Asia, Africa and western nations.

This panel brings together researchers and experts 
to examine the activities of Southeast Asia’s scam 
centres, the response of neighbouring countries 
and international organisations, and the broader 
implications for regional stability and development, 
including the role of regional donors such as 
Australia. 

Chair: Nathan Shea, Assistant Director, Conflict and 
Fragility, The Asia Foundation

Panelists: 

Professor Pinkeaw Laungaramsri, Department of 
Sociology and Anthropology, Chiang Mai University, 
Thailand

Dr Lucia Pietropaoli, Team Leader, ASEAN-Australia 
Counter Trafficking Program

Laure Siegel, Investigative journalist, Visual Rebellion

Panel 5c – The practice of localisation 
and inclusion

The practice of localisation and inclusion demands 
substantial resources, including skilled personnel 
who understand both the technical aspects and 
the local context. Moreover, it requires a nuanced 
understanding of power dynamics and potential 
unintended consequences. 

This proposed panel session will reflect on 
experiences and lessons in three countries through 
three different lenses: a donor (Global Affairs 
Canada in PNG); a managing contractor (SMEC in 
Indonesia); and an NGO (Cufa in Cambodia). In these 
diverse country settings, the effective promotion 
of GEDSI in the context of localisation has involved 
partnerships with local stakeholders, including 
community leaders, local civil society organisations, 
and government agencies. 

Chair: Darian Clark, CEO, CUFA

Panelists: 

Alex Croyle, Manager, Canada Fund for Local 
Initiatives, Global Affairs Canada

Corin Mitchell, Global Executive Director, Surbana 
Jurong Group

Rany Teng, CUFA, Cambodia Country Manager 
[online]

Panel 5d – A regional crisis: how 
technology is being used to 
exacerbate gender-based violence  

Most people are familiar with the terms online 
abuse or cyber bullying, less so the term Technology 
Facilitated Gender-Based Violence (TFGBV). TFGBV 
is impacting about 85 per cent of women globally, 
especially high-profile women such as politicians, 
sportswomen, and women in media. The endemic 
nature of TFGBV in the region needs to be better 
understood and urgently addressed.

In the absence of formal research, in the Pacific 
and Asia regions cultural approaches like Talanoa    
storytelling are being used to garner enough 
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information and data, to fast-track evidence-
based advocacy and lobbying for more resource 
mobilisation to better address TFGBV.

Chair: Jacqui Berrell, Communications Adviser, Pacific 
Women Lead, SPC

Panelists: 

‘Ofa Guttenbeil-Likiliki, Director, Women and Children 
Crisis Centre, Tonga

Mereseini Rakuita, Principal Strategic Lead, Pacific 
Women and Girls, SPC

Rabindra Gautam, Technical Advisor, Pacific Regional 
Child Protection and Child Rights Governance, Save 
the Children

Isabelle Glover, Policy and Project Officer, 
International Engagement, eSafety Commissioner, 
Australian Government 

Panel 5e – Enabling civic space in Asia

Australia’s international development policy 
recognised the importance of civic space to 
effective and accountable states through its 
commitment to establish a new mechanism 
to support civil society in the region. However, 
understanding the ever-changing nature of civic 
spaces across the region, and both the new and 
longstanding challenges that such spaces face are 
critical to ensuring any support is effective. 

This panel will explore both the current state of civic 
space in Asia, and emerging approaches and lessons 
as to how it can best be supported.

Chair: Peter Yates, Australia Representative and 
Regional Director (Governance), The Asia Foundation

Panelists: 

Yolani Fernando, Executive Director, Arutha

Mandakini Surie, Independent Consultant

Panel 5f – Effectiveness and impact in 
tertiary education programs

Building partnerships for transformative innovation 
in agricultural research for development: learnings 
from fifteen years of ACIAR’s postgraduate 

scholarships program

Dr Richard Markham, agroecology consultant & 
former Research Program Manager, ACIAR, Prof. 
Sushil Kumar, Director, Office of Research and 
Innovation, University of the South Pacific

Co-author: Ms Joy Hardman, Project Officer Capacity 
Building, Australian Centre for International 
Agricultural Research 

Agricultural systems in the Pacific face a growing 
crisis as the already-complex challenges of small-
island developing states are exacerbated by climate 
change. Transformative innovation is needed to 
increase their resilience, but technologies developed 
in Australia and elsewhere, though helpful, need 
to be adapted through local innovation. On the 
other hand, none of the Pacific Island countries 
individually has a sufficiently large and multi-
disciplinary agricultural research and education 
system to deliver the quality and scale of innovation 
needed. This paper describes the learnings from 
an Australian-funded postgraduate scholarship 
program that is developing individual and 
institutional capacity for locally led agricultural 
innovation. The partnership model of the Australian 
Centre for International Agricultural Research 
(ACIAR) links Australian researchers with their 
counterparts in neighbouring countries, to carry 
out projects focused on locally identified priorities 
and needs. The scholarship scheme, which began 
in 2008, has enabled postgraduate students at the 
University of the South Pacific and (since 2020) 
the Fiji National University to conduct their thesis 
research within such ACIAR projects. Instead of 
departing overseas, to conduct their research in an 
unfamiliar environment and an agricultural system 
very different from the one in which they will be 
expected to solve problems and build their careers, 
recipients study in their own region on a topic 
that is a priority for their countries. The scheme’s 
underpinning Theory of Change envisages dynamic 
graduates, with enhanced skills and motivation in 
problem-solving research, joining and building a 
strongly networked agricultural innovation system 
serving the region. This paper uses case studies 
to discuss the outcomes and learnings from the 
first 15 years of the program’s evolution and its 
contribution to an agricultural innovation system 
capable of delivering transformative change. 
Further investment in building partnerships with a 
focus on climate-resilient agriculture will provide 
a foundation for more sustainable development in 
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future.

A mixed-methods study on women’s participation 
in post-secondary STEM education and careers in 
Cambodia

Saokeo Khantey You, Research Associate, Cambodia 
Development Resource Institute

Co-authors: Dr. Sathya Chea, Research Fellow, 
Cambodia Development Resource Institute, Dr. Yuki 
Kanayama, Research Fellow, Cambodia Development 
Resource Institute

Despite significant development efforts to 
increase women’s participation in education 
and the workforce, Cambodian women remain 
underrepresented in STEM fields. Many women 
tend to exit the STEM pipeline after completing 
secondary school. To address this issue, this study 
explores the current patterns of women engaging 
in STEM in post-secondary education and careers, 
as well as the factors influencing their decisions to 
pursue STEM. The research combines secondary 
data from the 2019 General Population Census 
of Cambodia with primary data from 600 STEM 
graduates and interviews with university students, 
graduates, and representatives from universities 
and firms. The study reveals that as the number 
of women with post-secondary education rises, so 
does their representation in STEM fields. However, 
women remain significantly underrepresented 
in engineering, in contrast to men who are more 
likely to enrol in engineering programs. The study 
also finds that the primary reasons for choosing 
STEM programs are the interest in STEM subjects 
and the perceived career prospects. Family 
members, especially parents, siblings, and relatives, 
often influence students’ decisions, sometimes 
steering them away from STEM. Scholarships and 
discount play a crucial role in attracting students 
to STEM majors, but they are mostly available at 
public universities. In the job market, women face 
additional barriers, such as roles requiring physical 
labour, irregular shifts, or site visits, which are 
often seen as less suitable for women. Geographic 
disparities and social norms further limit 
opportunities, leading some women to exit STEM 
pathways or choose alternative careers. Based on 
these findings, we recommend that the government, 

donors and stakeholders focus on expanding 
access to job market information and scholarships 
for female students, encouraging private firms to 
support these initiatives, and establishing childcare 
facilities to help retain women in STEM.

Bridging the leadership gap: advancing women’s 
roles in health through an innovative partnership

Nicole Murphy, Lead, Women in Health Leadership 
Project, The Fred Hollows Foundation and Thuy Vy 
Nguyen, PhD Candidate, Centre for Health Research 
and Implementation, Monash University

Co-authors: Dr. Mariam Mousa, Research 
Fellow, Monash Centre for Health Research and 
Implementation, Professor Helena Teede, Director 
& Head of the Partnership Centre for Equity and 
Impact, Monash Centre for Health Research and 
Implementation

Women represent 70% of the global health 
workforce, yet occupy only 25% of leadership 
roles. By 2030, the WHO projects a shortfall of 10 
million health workers, with six million—primarily 
women—providing unpaid/underpaid labour.  
Systemic barriers impede women’s leadership 
progression, particularly at mid-career stages. This 
underrepresentation exacerbates global healthcare 
inequities, especially for women and girls. Literature 
shows that increased women leaders in healthcare 
improves health outcomes for all. 

In response, The Fred Hollows Foundation 
and the Monash Centre for Health Research 
& Implementation collaboratively launched a 
pilot ‘Women in Health Leadership’ program in 
the Mekong region, partially funded by a DFAT 
Australia Awards Fellowship. Adapted from Monash 
University’s ‘Women in Leadership’ model, it 
embedded culturally appropriate training, cross-
cultural networking opportunities, and engagement 
with healthcare and government counterparts. This 
program successfully empowered 15 women leaders 
from five countries and demonstrated potential for 
systemic change.  

Fellows ranging from early to senior leadership, 
reported a 100% success rate for in-session 
learning, specifically in improving leadership skills 
and understanding gender’s influence in leadership. 
Pre-post analyses presented significant increases 
in the percentage of fellows who were confident 
in their leadership ability (73% to 100%), able to 
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perceive their career advancement pathway (40% 
to 93%), and motivated to support other women’s 
career progression (93% to 100%).  

This program offers a compelling approach to 
closing the gender gap in health leadership, 
showcasing successful INGO-academic 
collaboration that balances adaptable programming 
with much-needed research. It exemplifies the 
intersection of locally-led development and model 
adaptation for diverse contexts. 

In the next phase of regional adaptation, we 
endeavour to collaborate with health organisations 
and governments to support women-led changes 
within these institutions. The key element is to treat 
women’s leadership as a systemic development; 
a transformational, networked change beyond 
traditional approaches of individual training.

Chair: Dr Terence Wood, Fellow, Development Policy 
Centre, Crawford School of Public Policy, ANU

 
Panel 6a – Forecasters, unite! 
Anticipating and meeting the needs 
of the future development sector

It’s the year 2040. What does our development 
sector look like? Who are we working with? What 
needs are we responding to? Is it enough? Do we, as 
a sector, have a shared view of our future capability 
needs? And, most importantly, what would we go 
back and tell our 2024 selves?  

This panel will explore how the development sector 
can proactively prepare for future challenges by 
anticipating emerging needs, adopting innovative 
tools, and drawing on global best practices.  
 
Chair: Nathan Hansford, Chief Executive Officer, 
International Development Contractors Community

Panelists:

Noha Hussein, Chief Global Growth Officer, DT Global

Bridi Rice, Chief Executive Officer, Development 
Intelligence Lab

 
Panel 6b – Negotiating digital 
development: Timor-Leste, Indonesia 
and regional civic space

Navigating the impact of the Timor-Leste 
submarine cable: who’s in the chat group?

Aaron Kearney, Director, Engagement and Programs 
and Laura McDowell, Research Analyst, Australian 
Broadcasting Corporation

Timor-Leste is on the verge of potentially the most 
profound changes to its communications, culture 
and economy since the birth of the young nation 
more than 20 years ago – with high-speed internet 
available for the first time when the Timor-Leste 
Submarine Cable (TLSSC) goes live in late 2024. 
Hitherto, internet access has been patchy, low-
quality, and expensive. This paper explores the 
levels of knowledge and preparedness for such 
a fundamental societal change. It identifies a 
disconnect between current preparations for the 
cable’s services, and communities that are likely to 
access it.

Findings show that there remains a structural 
power imbalance in discussions on the impact of 
TLSSC on communities in Timor-Leste, with most 
material being driven by international business 
entities rather than actors at local and national level, 
contributing to an absence of community-based 
data. Additionally, terms such as mis/disinformation 
and fake news are used interchangeably in the 
community despite carrying different implications, 
reflecting imported definitions that respond 
inadequately to Timorese concerns.

As part of ABC International Development’s (ABCID) 
research into the State of the Media in Timor-Leste, 
this paper draws on a review of 120 institutional 
documents and 45 semi-structured interviews with 
media practitioners across mainstream, government 
and community media in Timor-Leste to understand 
how digital connectivity and related concepts 
around digital literacy and mis/disinformation are 
currently understood. 

The paper concludes that the ideal development 
approach towards supporting Timorese communities 
as they adapt to increased digital connectivity is 
one that reflects the inclusive ethos of Australia’s 
International Development Policy in ensuring that 
everyone has an opportunity to reach their full 
potential. This entails inviting Timorese stakeholders 
to the table, taking account of the resource 
pressures within which they already operate. This 
also involves communicating the scale of anticipated 
change to everyday lives, ensuring expectations are 
properly grounded.
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Building digital sandbags: enabling independent 
internet research and response in Asia

Toni Friedman, Assistant Director (Tech Policy), 
The Asia Foundation and Sumaya Saluja, Program 
Manager (Governance), The Asia Foundation [online] 

Co-authors: Ojashwi KC, Program Officer, Governance 
Team, The Asia Foundation, Micheline Rama, Social 
and Behavior Change Specialist, Law and Human 
Rights, The Asia Foundation, The Philippines, 
Mochamad Mustafa, Program Director, Democracy 
and Governance, The Asia Foundation Indonesia, 
Dharshani Abeykoon, Program Manager, The Asia 
Foundation, Sri Lanka, Md. Zakaria, Program Director, 
The Asia Foundation, Bangladesh, Ajay Das, Program 
Director, The Asia Foundation, Nepal

In recent years, civil society organisations in Asia 
have recognised the importance of the internet in 
civic and political life and have initiated various 
efforts to better understand the internet’s impact on 
society and mitigate those risks. While these efforts 
tend to be local and dispersed, organizations face 
similar challenges to function safely, independently, 
and strategically. Despite anecdotal evidence, a 
systematic review of these challenges—and civil 
society’s preferences for addressing them—is 
lacking in the region.

This study conducted by The Asia Foundation will 
analyse three frequently highlighted challenges: 
civil society’s relationship with potential allies in 
tech companies (such as trust and safety teams), 
their research capabilities and options (for example, 
those resulting from reduced data access), and 
ability to secure responsive funding. Drawing 
on The Asia Foundation’s extensive networks in 
South and Southeast Asia, the research team will 
conduct semi-structured interviews to gather 
insights from researchers, advocacy groups, non-
profits, and media organizations working on internet 
integrity and online safety. Its aims are to document 
these challenges comprehensively, identify 
collaboration opportunities among civil society, 
develop recommendations to improve social media 
platforms’ trusted partner programs, and suggest 
ways for funders and development partners to make 
more effective investments in this field.

Data in development: the political economy of 
objective facts

Grace Palayukan, Data and Analytic Lead, Synergies 

and Collaboration for Service Delivery Acceleration 
Program (SKALA), Indonesia 

How many children in eastern Indonesia require 
special education support to receive an equitable 
education? This simple question, and many others 
like it, are fundamental to the equitable provision 
of services across Indonesia’s vast archipelagic 
nation. However, finding accurate answers to them 
is very challenging. This presentation will lay out 
the challenges associated with establishing simple 
facts fundamental to development planning in 
the Indonesian context and the steps that the 
Australian-Indonesia Partnership Program (AIPP) is 
taking to address the underlaying causes of these 
challenges.

As Indonesia navigates the complex landscape of 
development, data remains the government’s key 
compass. But data sources and application are 
contested. Government owned data is duplicated 
between ministries and local governments, cannot 
be aggregated, shared or used between levels of 
government or across ministries. This data collection 
cost state budget at least Rp12 Trillion in 2022 alone 
and it is estimated that the inaccuracy of social 
protection data cost Rp73 Trillion in 2021.

AIPP’s SKALA program is trying to address the 
above issues by supporting key ministries to address 
institutional, policy and data sharing challenges, 
improve systems integration and increase planning 
and budgeting efficiencies. Foundational to these 
technocratic solutions is the role SKALA plays as 
a trusted broker - facilitating improved institutional 
trust and confidence by building a shared problem 
definition and solution space while identifying 
opportunities for mutual benefit. 

The political economy of objective facts shapes 
policy choices, impacts resource allocation, and 
ultimately determines the trajectory of development 
planning. By acknowledging and addressing formal 
and informal setting, as well as incentives of actors 
within key agencies, collaboration and synergies can 
be improved.

Chair: Dr Amanda H A Watson, Fellow, Department 
of Pacific Affairs, Coral Bell School of Asia and the 
Pacific, ANU
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Panel 6c – Case studies in 
participatory research from the 
Pacific and Southeast Asia

Understanding voter motivations in Vanuatu 
through adaptive research

Seman Saraken, Senior Governance and Leadership 
Coordinator, Department of Women’s Affairs, 
Government of Vanuatu and Wilson Toa, Country 
Manager, Balance of Power, Vanuatu

Co-author: Vani Nailumu, Research Coordinator, 
Balance of Power

In Vanuatu, the electoral victory of Julia King in 
November 2022 broke a three-election drought: 
women had remained unelected in this Pacific Island 
country since 2008. Since independence, six women 
have secured a seat in the national parliament, and 
to date, only two of those women have served more 
than one parliamentary term. Understanding the 
deep-seated reluctance of ni-Vanuatu to vote for 
women, and for political parties to select women 
candidates, has been the principal driver of a 
research project undertaken since February 2023. 
As this paper will outline, the research process has 
been as important as the findings. Applying the 
concept of ‘adaptation’ used more frequently in 
international development programming, we argue 
that research can also be ‘adaptive’ in terms of its 
design, responsiveness to local circumstances and 
political economy analyses, mitigation of power 
dynamics within the team and with participants, 
and its data collection methods. In recognition of 
the fundamental importance of relationships in 
the Pacific, the research has been conducted as a 
collaboration between an Australian government 
funded initiative, Balance of Power, the Vanuatu 
Department of Women’s Affairs, the Department of 
Youth and Sports Development, and The Australian 
National University. Each of these partners has 
brought a specialist role to the project, ranging 
from knowledge of the political system and local 
customs to stakeholder brokering. Data has been 
collected through close-ended surveys, community 
forums, interviews and focus group discussions and 
has deliberately involved a constellation of actors 

with differing degrees of research experience. The 
aim of this inclusive approach has been to extend 
research skills to a broader group of individuals, 
most notably young ni-Vanuatu. While this form of 
research is undoubtedly time and labour intensive, 
and therefore expensive, there are significant long-
term benefits.

Turning the tide: worker organising and the future 
of labour rights in seafood

Dr Hasriadi (Ary) Masalam, Program Advisor, Freedom 
Fund, Indonesia

Co-authors: Dr Varsha Gyawali, Research & Evaluation 
Manager, Freedom Fund, Roosa Sibarani, Program 
Manager in Indonesia, Freedom Fund, Sarah Mount, 
Senior Program Manager, Freedom Fund

Indonesia is the world’s third-largest seafood 
producer, generating 13 million tonnes in 2021 
and providing livelihoods for 5.3 million fishers, 
aquafarmers and processing workers (FAO, 2024). 
Alarmingly, a significant portion of this workforce 
comprises internal migrants from impoverished, 
remote regions. These workers face not only meagre 
wages and dangerous working conditions but also 
systemic exploitation in the form of forced labour – a 
persistent issue flagged by Australia, the US and 
other major importing nations.

In response to this widespread labour abuse in 
Indonesia, the Freedom Fund established an anti-
slavery program in 2021, partnering with six local 
NGOs. To date, this initiative has delivered direct 
assistance to over 10,000 at-risk workers. However, 
the program’s broader mission is to empower 
seafood workers to self-organise, advocate for 
better conditions and seek recourse for violations.

Supported by research from the University of 
Sydney, several promising approaches have been 
identified, adapted and trialled within our Indonesia 
program. Despite the urgent need for collective 
organising, transitioning from centralised models 
of advocacy and service provision, to decentralised 
approaches that prioritise worker-led actions has 
proved challenging. This shift requires a different 
set of skills from NGOs, focusing on community-
building and participatory decision-making that 
align with the workers’ priorities rather than 
reflecting NGO expertise or donor expectations.

This presentation will outline insights from a 
forthcoming report, reflecting on successes, 
setbacks and critical lessons from our Indonesia 
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seafood program. The findings highlight the urgent 
need for worker-led strategies in combatting forced 
labour – in both the seafood sector and the wider 
global economy. It also emphasises the importance 
of donors and NGOs stepping back from top-down 
control, empowering affected communities to lead 
– fostering a more inclusive and just economy that 
truly restores power to the hands of workers.

Empowering women in leadership positions through 
development aid: evidence from female councillors 
and civil servants at the sub-national level in three 
provinces in Cambodia

Sophany San, Gender Specialist, GIZ Cambodia

This study investigates the role of development 
aid in empowering women in leadership positions 
at the sub-national level, focusing on female 
councilors and civil servants across three provinces 
in Cambodia. The research aims to assess the 
effectiveness of these aid programs in enhancing 
women’s leadership skills and to identify the 
mechanisms that contribute to their empowerment. 
Applying a mixed-methods approach grounded in 
the Theory of Change, the study combines surveys 
of 114 female councillors and 67 male counterparts 
with 35 in-depth interviews with women chairs of 
the Women and Children Consultative Committee 
and 6 female civil servants. The findings reveal 
that development aid significantly improves the 
knowledge, skills, and confidence of these women, 
enabling them to lead meetings, work independently 
and collaboratively, and contribute effectively 
to community planning. Despite these gains, 
challenges such as insufficient resources, limited 
colleague support, and persistent self-doubt remain. 
To address these issues, the study recommends 
that development aid programs enhance access 
to essential resources, including standardized 
induction training for incoming female councillors 
and civil servants, refresher workshop for retained 
staff, and a senior-younger female councillor and 
civil servant coaching system. It also suggests 
providing technical support to empower female 
leaders further. Additionally, the study suggests 
the creation of formal and informal support 
networks, the expansion of capacity-building 
initiatives, and targeted interventions like leadership 
coaching to enhance self-confidence. Developing 
a communication strategy that encourages young 
women to pursue roles as leaders and engaging 
male colleagues in supporting female leadership are 
crucial steps. Finally, the study highlights the need 
for allocation funds to support cases that exceed 

female councillors’ current authority or decision-
making capacity.

Advancing gender equality through decolonial 
research and knowledge generation: experience 
from the WEAVERS research project

Dr Sepoe Orovu, Gender equity and social inclusion 
specialist, PNG [online]

This paper will share key elements of the locally-
led WEAVERS research project that demonstrate 
power-sharing, shared-decision-making, consensus, 
inclusiveness, and local ownership.

The WEAVERS Research Project aimed to 
understand and strengthen the women’s rights 
movement in PNG through locally owned research. 
Led by Dr Orovu Sepoe, alongside a Steering 
Committee of PNG women’s and disability rights 
actors, the research engaged 38 WROs across 
five research sites. Research findings highlight 
that despite fragmentation, weak institutional 
linkages and funding constraints, women’s rights 
organisations share a “collective consciousness” – a 
shared understanding of their values and purpose 
that informs their perseverance in speaking out and 
taking action to protect women’s rights.

There are important lessons from the WEAVERS 
research for others looking to support locally-led 
research. Mutual trust based on genuine partnership 
between local stakeholders and donors can help 
break down power hierarchies. The WEAVERS 
research experience shared in this forum can also 
instil confidence and empower local researchers 
to lead and undertake research on any social issue 
and subject of national importance. Where local 
stakeholders are engaged, the knowledge generated 
from locally driven research can provide a platform 
to address issues from the perspective of local 
actors. This is the essence of decolonial research 
which seeks to break down power imbalances 
between donor funded research and facilitate 
meaningful local participation in the research 
process, as well as allow for ownership of the 
knowledge generated, which can also prompt action 
by local rights actors, both men and women.

In addition, this paper also challenges the myth 
of research being only an academically driven 
activity, and demonstrates that it is possible for a 
research process to be based on power-sharing, 
trust, inclusiveness, collective decision-making 
and engage those who understand the context, the 
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cultural nuances of their society and the issues that 
affect their lives.

Chair: Dr Sonia Palmieri, Senior Fellow, Department 
of Pacific Affairs, Coral Bell School of Asia and the 
Pacific, ANU

Panel 6d – Localising humanitarian 
preparedness and response in 
disasters and conflict

Culture and displacement management: lessons 
from the 2017-2018 Ambae island evacuations, 
Vanuatu

Anna Naupa, PhD Candidate, School of Culture, 
History and Language, ANU

Co-authors: Vanessa Organo, Climate Mobility 
Specialist, IOM Vanuatu and Elise Huffer, Adjunct 
Associate Professor, Oceania Centre for Arts and 
Culture, University of the South Pacific 

The September 2017 and July 2018 mandatory 
relocation of Ambae’s 11,100 people were the largest 
disaster-induced mass evacuations in Vanuatu’s 
recorded history. The national government assessed 
severe risk of the Manaro-Voui volcano in the centre 
of the island whose series of eruptions and heavy 
ashfalls were impacting habitability. Relocation 
was undertaken to Santo, Maewo, Pentecost and 
Efate islands, with Maewo becoming the Vanuatu 
Government’s designated evacuation site in 
2018. This presentation explores the treatment of 
traditional knowledge (TK) and cultural systems 
in disaster risk planning and displacement 
management. It draws on collaborative displacement 
research conducted with Ambae and Maewo 
communities through the International Organization 
for Migration’s (IOM) Wokbaot Wetem Kalja (Moving 
with Culture) project from January 2022 to July 
2024. It considers relevant global, regional and 
national policy environments in relation to culture in 
displacement, complemented by qualitative research 
about displacement practice with Vanuatu officials, 
customary leaders and communities. In a broader 
context of frequent exposure to climate-induced 
natural hazards, this presentation offers some 
insights into the practicalities of strengthening the 

use of TK and culture in future displacement and 
disaster planning in Vanuatu’s national policy and 
operations, with lessons for humanitarian aid more 
broadly, particularly across the Pacific.

Bridging the gap: pre-positioning response funding 
for rapid humanitarian action

Jason Brown, Partnership Director, Australian 
Humanitarian Partnership Support Unit, Alex Overett, 
Disaster READY Coordinator, CARE Australia 

Co-author: Luke Gracie, Head of Humanitarian, CARE 
Australia

At 3am on Friday 24 May 2024, a landslide engulfed 
villages in Yambeli Ward, Enga Province in Papua 
New Guinea. Following an assessment of the 
affected areas local authorities announced that the 
Ward was “totally devastated.” Houses were buried 
under 8m of earth. An estimated 200 sq/km was 
affected; including 200m of the main access road to 
the provincial capital, Wabag.  

Australian NGOs, together with their local networks, 
are often first in the field to support local actors 
in humanitarian response. Speed is important for 
saving lives, but often response activities can stall 
while agencies await funding approval. This is a 
gap that the Department of Foreign Affairs & Trade 
(DFAT) and the Australian Humanitarian Partnership 
(AHP) have been looking to address. Under a new 
pilot approach, emergency funding for the Enga 
Landslide was quickly made available using a new 
PNG pre-positioned emergency fund. With scaled-
back proposals, and rapid review and approval 
processes, the turnaround time for mobilising early 
response funding for the response was drastically 
reduced. Grants were allocated within days. The 
rapid release of funding to four AHP NGOs was then 
broadened by a further allocation to build into early 
recovery focused activities; creating a pathway for 
strategic humanitarian response.

Stand-by funding ensures that the most vulnerable 
are reached in the shortest possible timeframe, 
and through the AHP, DFAT is supporting a number 
of pre-positioned funds, including for anticipatory 
action, climate-related disasters, and the PNG 
Emergency Fund. 

This paper draws from independent and internal 
reviews to highlight the efficacy of pre-positioned 
funding, drawing from two examples in PNG. The 
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findings, presented by AHP partners, will explore:

1. The efficacy of pre-positioned funding in remote 
and challenging humanitarian contexts.

2. The importance of trialing new funding modalities 
for improved rapidity and quality of humanitarian 
action.

Helping children catch up: Save the Children’s 
experience in providing education in conflicts

Nora Cherif Chefchaouni, Lead Principal Advisor 
(Education), Save the Children Australia

Co-author: Silvia Mila Arlini, Jessica Chia, Mya 
Gordon, Nishtha Shrestha

The COVID-19 pandemic - considered the largest 
global education crisis of our lifetime - disrupted 
the education of an entire generation. As a result, 
the number of children falling behind has risen 
significantly, and the most vulnerable children 
are at the greatest risk of dropping out of school 
permanently. In addition to the 258 million children 
who were out of school prior to the pandemic, an 
estimated further 50 million of the most vulnerable 
girls and boys are at risk of dropping out. 

To address the economic and protection barriers 
to returning to and staying in schools, Save the 
Children created Catch-up Clubs (CuCs) in 2021 
which provide after-school catch-up learning 
opportunities such as foundational literacy, 
numeracy and social emotional learning for children 
aged 8-13, led by community volunteers. CuCs have 
reached over 85,000 learners to date, with active 
projects in 13 countries. 

The paper examines the regional assessment of the 
impact of CuCs, focusing on Myanmar, Bangladesh 
and the Philippines. The audience will gain insights 
on the importance of providing education in times 
of crisis, how CuCs work, the significant impact of 
CuCs on children’s learning outcomes, and how Save 
the Children plans to support the scale-up of this 
evidence-based innovation in the next few years.  

Chair: Naomi Brooks, Humanitarian and Public 
Engagement Lead, Australian Council for 
International Development

Panel 6e – Women environmental 
defenders as solidarity movements 
for climate justice

Natural and human-made disasters trigger global 
climate change, and one of the reasons is poor 
environmental governance at the national and 
regional levels. Women are often excluded from 
local-land management decisions and on most 
issues of land and forest governance. They have 
limited access to information and processes that 
determine the fate of their forest and land. With 
their close relationship with the environment, 
increasing women’s participation in decision-making 
is vital.

This panel will share The Asia Foundation’s work 
to support and strengthen inclusive environmental 
movements led by women working to protect 
land and territory while supporting sustainable 
livelihoods. This session will focus on learnings from 
Indonesia and the Philippines to empower women’s 
forest and climate leadership and highlight the 
importance of investing in women’s environmental 
networks and movements for justice, especially 
those led by Indigenous women.

Chair: Christine Antoniette Ramos, Senior Program 
Officer, The Asia Foundation, Philippines

Panelists: 

Rahpriyanto Alam Surya Putra, Program Director, 
Environmental Governance Unit, The Asia Foundation, 
Indonesia

Marwiza Farhan, Director, The Hutan Alam and 
Konservasi Aceh (HAKA) 

Cristi Marie Nozawa, Executive Director, The 
Samdhana Institute 
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Panel 6f – Health and social 
protection: regional experience and 
lessons from COVID-19

Investing in social protection for good times and 
bad: an assessment of social protection financing in 
the Pacific and Timor-Leste

Jesse Doyle, Senior Social Protection Specialist 
(Economist), Partnerships for Social Protection

Co-author: Charles Knox-Vydmanov, Social Protection 
Consultant, Partnerships for Social Protection (P4SP)

Social protection has emerged as a key mechanism 
for supporting populations across the Pacific and 
Timor-Leste, both in good times and bad. Social 
protection programs support human capital 
development and economic growth when times are 
good. They also support populations through life-
cycle risks and different types of shocks (sickness, 
unemployment, natural disasters) when time are 
bad.

This report provides a survey of the levels of 
investment in social protection in the Pacific and 
Timor-Leste and how they compare to global trends. 
The report finds that social assistance expenditure 
has more than doubled over the last decade from 
0.9% to 2.3% of GNI, but that this growth is being 
led by a handful of countries, whilst others have not 
invested at all. Moreover, many Pacific countries are 
spending less than peer countries in their respective 
income groups. It explores how social protection 
systems have developed in the Pacific to respond 
to the unique vulnerabilities the region faces, as 
well as how these programs are being financed. 
The report notes that Overseas Development 
Assistance (ODA) has taken on a more prominent 
role in financing social protection expenditure since 
the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic. It touches on 
the impact of the latest global inflationary spike 
and what that has meant for social protection 
beneficiaries, noting that the real purchasing power 
of social protection benefits has fallen over time in 
many countries in the absence of formal indexation.

Finally, it explores what the fiscal outlook is for the 
Pacific coming out of the COVID-19 pandemic and 
how these countries may finance social protection 
expenditure moving forward. Despite the challenges 
posed by the pandemic, only a few countries in the 
Pacific region have fiscal projections that look set to 

prevent higher social protection expenditure in the 
short to medium-term.

Complex of cash direct transfers and aid 
management during COVID-19:  lessons learned 
from the villages of Indonesia

Mirza Fanzikri, PhD Student, Faculty of Social 
Sciences, Universitas Islam Internasional Indonesia

During the COVID-19 pandemic, the Indonesian 
government established a policy by blooding the 
aid of cash direct transfers (CDT) to stimulate the 
socio-economic crisis. At the same time, at least 
seven CDTs are distributed to the low and middle 
classes, including Basic Food Assistance, Cash 
Social Assistance, Village Fund CDT, Family Hope 
Program, Employee Salary Subsidy, CDT for Micro 
Enterprises, and Pre-employment Cards for those 
who affected by layoffs. By focusing on distributing 
CDT at the village level, this paper explains how 
village officials encounter complex challenges 
in distributing Village Fund CDT by selecting the 
beneficiary excluded from other types of CDTs. This 
paper uses participatory action research, in which 
the author was immediately engaged in the villages 
to facilitate the process of distributing Village Fund 
CDT in several villages in Aceh Province of Indonesia 
as the village community facilitator. The findings 
elaborate that the village officials deal with the 
issue by conducting Special Village Deliberation 
(Musdesus) as a policy-making arena that involves 
all village communities and several stakeholders 
from the sub-district. In the distributing stage, 
the village officials distribute CDT by inviting all 
beneficiary communities to the village hall, which 
is witnessed by superstructure stakeholders from 
the sub-district level. The paper also elaborates 
on how the village government is solving conflict 
and the community dynamic due to the complex 
CDT impact. Additionally, the paper pays attention 
to the paradox of superstructure stakeholders in 
assisting the village officials in distributing CDT 
in villages of Indonesia. The paper significantly 
contributes to lessons learned regarding aid 
distribution management at the grassroots level, 
with communities’ complex backgrounds, cultures, 
and dynamics.

Assessing the lasting household socio-economic 
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic in PNG

Dr Darian Naidoo, Economist, Poverty and Equity 
Global Practice, World Bank 
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Co-author: Darcey Johnson, Consultant, The World 
Bank

The COVID-19 pandemic’s potential for lasting 
impacts on household welfare in Papua New 
Guinea (PNG) has been a significant concern. To 
assess these impacts, the World Bank utilized high 
frequency phone surveys (HFPS) starting in 2020, 
as traditional in-person surveys were not feasible 
during the pandemic. These surveys, alongside the 
Demographic and Health Survey (2016-18) and initial 
findings from the Sociodemographic and Economic 
Survey (SDES, 2022), provide insights into the pre-
pandemic period up to 2023, showing significant 
socio-economic impacts during the pandemic and a 
rebound from 2022.

The HFPS, while not strictly nationally 
representative, were aligned with the DHS by 
focusing on households with mobile phone 
ownership, those in the top four wealth quintiles, 
and with heads having at least primary education. 
This approach allowed for the identification of 
broad trends across large population segments. An 
assessment of household assets, considered stable 
welfare indicators, showed no significant welfare 
change from the DHS to the HFPS. Similarly, asset 
ownership profiles were nearly identical between 
the DHS and the initial HFPS round.

Dynamic indicators like food security and 
employment presented more complex comparisons 
due to questionnaire differences, seasonality, and 
sampling variations. Food security experienced 
fluctuations during the pandemic but did not show 
a long-term decline. Employment impacts were 
initially observed in 2020 but showed recovery by 
2022-23, with consistent progress for both men 
and women from mid-2021 onwards. Employment 
levels in the latest HFPS round remained higher 
than earlier data points. Data collection is ongoing, 
allowing for further verification of the findings and 
monitoring of socio-economic trends in the face of 
new shocks, both natural and social.

Health for All in action: lessons from Taiwan’s 
international health partnerships

Yu-Jie Li, Assistant Specialist, and Ching-Wan Tseng, 
Junior Specialist, International Cooperation and 
Development Fund (TaiwanICDF)

Co-authors: Johnson Chao-Sheng Huang, Managing 
Director, Advmeds Co., Ltd., Yan-Tzong Cheng, 

Division Chief, TaiwanICDF, Yun-Ching Tseng, Director, 
TaiwanICDF

This study aims to analyse Taiwan’s strategies in 
assisting partner countries to achieve “Health for 
All” through case studies. Taiwan has set strategies 
across three dimensions for partner countries: 
“national/policy”, “institutional”, and “public”.

In terms of National/Policy, as Taiwan’s official 
development aid agency, the TaiwanICDF adopts 
a multifaceted strategy to systematically assist 
partner countries in building comprehensive 
healthcare systems. This includes supporting the 
improvement of healthcare-related policies through 
technical cooperation projects and assessing the 
effectiveness of these projects through evaluations. 
The results of these evaluations are then provided to 
the government as a reference for policy decision-
making.

As for the Institutional, the TaiwanICDF collaborates 
with the private sector to leverage technology to 
strengthen the functionality of local healthcare 
institutions. This study will assess the differences 
in implementing Health Information Systems(HIS) 
in island regions and landlocked countries by 
examining the TaiwanICDF’s experience and 
evaluation results from promoting HIS in Paraguay. 
Additionally, it will show the case of an ADVMEDS 
Corporation implementing HIS in the Marshall 
Islands, illustrating how the company optimized 
the local patient consultation process through the 
system, thereby enhancing the efficiency of medical 
record management.

In the context of the Public, the TaiwanICDF changes 
people’s awareness and behavior through projects 
based on the Knowledge, Attitude and Behavior 
Theory (KAP). This study will explain how the 
horticulture project promoted by the TaiwanICDF 
has indeed influenced the dietary habits of local 
populations, as evidenced by the post evaluation 
results. These findings have also been submitted to 
Marine Policy for publication.

Through case analysis, the following key factors 
are identified: (1) alignment of project content with 
local needs; (2) people-centered project design; 
and (3) long-term partnership development with 
local stakeholders. The findings can serve as 
valuable references for international development 
practitioners.
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