
Understand Poverty. 
Inspire Change.

Megan Carroll



Why IWDA?

 Disability and gender equality 
movements often segregated

 But identities don’t exist in silos

 And movements are stronger 
together



The current poverty 
measurement context
• Narrowly focused (on money, or a few areas of life) 

when many things keep people poor

• Household measurement limits disaggregation 

• It hides differences inside households, making them 
harder to see and target 

• Completely misses poor individuals in households that are 
not poor 

• Often use widely available data (DHS, MICS) that 
exclude people aged 50+ 
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“Among countries [sic]  
with recent official 
statistics on monetary 
poverty, only 42% have 
poverty data 
disaggregated by sex”

Source: Progress on the Sustainable Development Goals: The Gender Snapshot 
2023



What is Equality Insights?

Equality Insights is an individual-level 
gender-sensitive measure of 
multidimensional poverty

 Purpose built 

 Grounded in participation

 Within household

 Scalar measurement

 Multi-modal capabilities



Data example 1 –Work by disability and age
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Source: Equality Insights Rapid Tonga 2022
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Data example 2 – Voice by gender and location

Source: Equality Insights Rapid Tonga 2022



Data example 2 – Voice by gender and location
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Activating ambition for inclusion

• New collaborative mechanism to 
activate ambition for an inclusive 
development data framework beyond 
2030

• Aims to ensure global development 
data measures more of what matters 
for equity and justice, and uses 
inclusive, intersectional and human 
rights-based methods. 

o Data must tell the story of all of us, 
not just some of us. 
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