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I. CONTEXT

The new aid paradigm 

• Aid recipient countries transforming into aid donor countries – from beneficiary to 

emerging south-south development partner and regional leader

• Rise of low to middle income countries which changes financing for development 

• Aid is not a panacea for reducing poverty & tackling development challenges 

• Equal partnerships with shared interests and resources 

Southeast Asia as one of the fastest-growing global regions

• To move away from middle-income traps, requires innovative economies driven by 

high tech industries from upstream to downstream 

• Strong demand for higher education and research to ensure R&D to drive 

innovation and promote economic growth and productivity 

• Skilled workforce to meet the demands of technological advances and economic 

transformation agenda

• Investing in research, science and innovation as a means of economic 
development is a priority for SEA countries

Australia’s comparative advantages 

• Australia has global reputation for 

excellence in higher education, 

research and science 

• Australia’s long-term strategic 

interests in Indonesia will require 

increased focus on and engagement 

with the Indonesian knowledge and 

innovation ecosystem



Wicked 
Development 
Problems 



Australia’s International Development Policy 

          



Australia - Southeast Asia Economic Strategy 

          • Southeast Asia as Australia’s priority region – demographics, economic 

openness, political stability, and ambition – mean it will drive global economic 

growth through to 2040 and beyond. 

• Continued investment in Australia's education and research sector will help drive 

Australia's economic and people-to-people connections with Southeast Asia.

• Australia has a strong foundation to expand research collaboration with 

Southeast Asian universities, with many Australian institutions already supporting 

substantial research efforts in countries where they have a presence.

• There is an opportunity for a more strategic approach to investment in 

research collaboration with Southeast Asian countries in areas of shared 

national priorities and interests.



II. AUSTRALIA INDONESIA KNOWLEDGE 
PARTNERSHIP PLATFORM (KONEKSI)

A vehicle to produce knowledge on complex socio-economic 

problems by co-creation & co-ideation of innovative policies 

and new technological solutions in areas of mutual interests 

vehicle 

AUD 65 million, five years (2023-2027) 
• Competitive Research Grants 

• Technical Assistance (TA) 

• Knowledge Dissemination 

• Networking & Coalition Building

• Strong emphasis on institutional partnerships between institutions in Australia 

and Indonesia 

• Addressing gaps in GEDSI knowledge 

• Fosters people to people linkages on research, science, technology and innovation 

A vehicle to produce knowledge on complex socio-economic problems



Environment and Climate Change – 38 grants, A$11.8 million 

38 grant agreements 

• 118 organizations from 

Australia and Indonesia 

• 609 EOIs, 113 

proposals 

• A$11.8 million 

• Spread across 

Indonesia, notable 

concentration in Eastern 

Indonesia 

• 42 Peer Reviewers from 

Australia and Indonesia, 

11 disciplines 

Innovative policies 

• Circular economy through 

river reservation model

• Restorative justice to address 

climate change harms 

• Adaptive social protection 

against climate change 

• Inclusive edu-games for 

school children 

New technological solutions

• The use of AI/IoT for 

monitoring tidal floods in 

Central Java 

• Satellite imagery for 

modelling social impacts of 

climate change to seaweed 

farming 

• Coastal reservoir modelling 

for water and energy 

security in Jakarta 

Indigenous knowledge & 

local knowledge 

• Integrated approach to food 

security for Indigenous 

communities 

• Maintaining blue carbon by 

learning from Indigenous 

Papuan women’s conservation 

in mangrove areas

• Fire Play: Understanding 

Indigenous fire governance 

26 Institutions 93 Institutions 

Sub-themes

• Blue carbon

• Climate financing

• Disaster risk mitigation

• Energy transition 

• Environmental conservation

• Future-proofing communities 

• Health impacts  



Digital Transformation and Electric Vehicle – 20 grants for new 
technological solutions  

Supporting disability-led 

research 

Indonesian OPD Yakkum to 

build a participatory regional 

mental health care atlas to 

improve the GOI One Health 

system in conjunction with the 

design of disability-assistive 

devices

Maternal health and women’s 

empowerment 

Developing and implementing 

tool a self-foetal monitoring 

device, and a web-mobile 

health education and 

community empowerment app

Women's mental health

Prototype and evidence-

based findings to enhance 

mental health to support 

solutions, improve access to 

resources, and empower 

women’s mental health 

access and solutions

Advanced tech to create 

and scale innovative 

solutions for Indonesia's 

most pressing challenges

Detecting tuberculosis in 

high-risk populations and 

monitoring stunting in 

vulnerable regions

26 Institutions 68 Institutions 



• KONEKSI partnerships model promotes increased 

participation of local actors through co-creation & 

co-finding innovative solutions to local problems

• KONEKSI partnerships model promote local 

leadership by ensuring equitable partnership 

mechanisms

• KONEKSI modality helps local stakeholders to build 

capacity through training and capacity building, as 

well as knowledge exchanges and peer-to-peer 

learning with Australian partners 

III. PARTNERSHIPS & 
LOCALLY-LED DEVELOPMENT 

• Catalysing more than 110 new partnerships, 

expanding beyond non-traditional actors such as 

private sector, industry, NGOs and local 

governments

• Equity and quality in partnerships 

• Fostering partnerships across nations, 

genders, seniority levels and abilities. 

• Co-developed research proposals

• Co-designed partnership plans to address 

inequality

• Disciplinary diversity spanning inter-disciplinary 

issues

PARTNERSHIPS 

LOCALLY-LED DEVELOPMENT 



GENDER, DISABILITY 
AND SOCIAL INCLUSION

GEDSI mainstreaming 

• More than 50 research projects 

address gaps in GEDSI knowledge 

across interdisciplinary themes – 

climate change, digital 

transformation and electric 

vehicles

• Capacity building to more than 200 

institutions on GEDSI and 

intersectionality 

GEDSI targeted interventions 

• Established OPD-led Disability 

Research School (led by SAPDA)

• Identified over 190 individuals/ 

institutions to be involved

• Connecting mid-career women w/ 

policy and industry

• Research on care economy in 

research sector

I      Networks 

• Connecting regional 

researchers with opportunities 

to increase research skills and 

networks

• More than half of environment 

and climate change projects are 

located in Eastern Indonesia, 

increasing research skills



IV. POSITIONING KONEKSI 
FOR IMPACT 

1. Significant evidence on the role of research, science and technology in fostering economic growth & 

contributing to Indonesia’s efforts to transition from a resource-based economy to knowledge-based economy 

2. Knowledge underpins policy and technology - KONEKSI provides the interdisciplinary knowledge that 

Indonesia needs to tackle wicked development problems by generating critical mass of experts, new knowledge 

and diversity of organisations

• More than 200 organisations from universities, companies, NGOs, think tanks,local/ state Government across 

Australia and Indonesia 

• Increasing diversity of knowledge base across Australia and Indonesia spans multiple provinces and states

• More than 35 disability-focused research projects and Indigenous knowledge projects (Australia and Indonesia)

• 24 projects have research sites in Eastern Indonesia which increases regional diversity



IMPACT…

3. Amplify global south knowledge production where Australia and Indonesia institutions are working 

together to address shared challenges

• exploring new partnerships and cooperation in innovative policies, new technology and digital economy 

across both countries 

• encouraging joint research among scholars and academics at universities, governments, research 

centers and the private sector from Australia and Indonesia 

4. GEDSI focused research bring lived experience in policy and technological debates towards inclusive 

development 

• Increasing number of women-led researchers #40 projects

• Funding cutting edge new generation of women working at the intersection of policy and innovation – 

best part is all are Australian Alumni!



End
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