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Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948)

Article 22:"Everyone, as a member of society, has the right to social security”

Article 25:°(1) Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health
and well-being of himself and of his family, including food, clothing, housing and
medical care and necessary social services, and the right to security in the event of
unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, old age or other lack of livelihood in
circumstances beyond his control. (2) Motherhood and childhood are entitled to
special care and assistance. All children, whether born in or out of wedlock, shall

enjoy the same social protection.”
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Investment in social security across high-income countries
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National poverty rate with and without social security across OECD

countries
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Comparison of the impacts on poverty between countries using a poor relief

model and those with more universal lifecycle systems (in Asia)
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The cost of building a universal social security system in the Philippines
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System would start small and,
by 2040, offer all older people,
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disabilities and new mothers a
social security transfer

Assuming that transfers are
indexed to inflation and
economic growth rates
predicted by the IMF, the

cost would not rise beyond

1.5% of GDP
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Impacts on national poverty rate across age groups:

Example of India with an investment in universal social security of less than 2% of GDP
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