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Aragalaya 
– The Struggle



Economics + Civic Space

• Global debt crisis - accountability and justice
• Changes in debt composition – from concessional to commercial
• Incentives to over-borrow 

oPoor investment choices, especially mega infrastructure projects.

o The potential accountability linkages between public spending, taxes and 
public sector institutions (compared to tax financing). 

oA Democratic Deficit funded by Debt



Understand the primary driver of the people’s protest

• Structural weaknesses in the economy exacerbated by policy failures
• A crisis of mismanagement

• High inflation
• Currency depreciation
• Severe shortages of fuel and cooking gas
• Power cuts
• Shortages of pharmaceuticals
• Food shortages

The Default and Economic Crisis





#GoHomeGota







Aragalaya: Movement or Moment?

• The amorphous anti-corruption movement
• Space and solidarity for historic grievances

• Broadly there were two kinds of protestors
• A ‘middle class’ protest
• Two peaks in the protests coincided with two economic shocks

• Power cuts (March/April)
• Fuel crisis (June/July)

• Very different public responses to attacks on protestors in May vs. July



System Change = A New Social Contract

• A Democratic Deficit funded by Debt

• Public Finance is inherently Political and so is its Reform

• Popular narratives on corruption overlook vast structural 
weaknesses 
• Triggers vs Causes

• New Social Contract: What would that look like?



Sri Lanka’s Civic Space and 
the New Social Contract

A weak social contract threatens to derail the reform 
agenda and delay economic recovery. 

A successful reform agenda must address institutional 
weaknesses, focus on governance, and effectively 

communicate with the population.



Future of SL Civic Space: Challenges

• The Corruption Narrative taking precedence
• Straying from the Economic Reform Agenda

• Precarious economic situation of a vast majority of the population
• Fragile macroeconomic stability

• Space for addressing historical issues of injustices and minority 
rights



Future of SL Civic Space: Opportunities

• Economic Civic Education will be vital to shaping the new Social 
Contract

• There are significant opportunities for civil society actors whose 
work fits within the Anti-Corruption Agenda and promotes Public 
Sector Efficiency

• There were early signs of the change in civil society actors during 
COVID-19 and then during the Economic Crisis where service 
delivery took precedence



Thank You

www.arutharesearch.org
  @AruthaResearch
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