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Introduction 

• Informal settlements are self-
built houses on legal or illegal 
(World Bank, 2014). 

• Urban settlements are 
represented from stereotypical 
model (Goddard, 2005). 

• Settlers engage in the informal 
economy… (World Bank, 
2014). 

Urban informal Kamkumug settlement. Photo courtesy Elias 

Alex. (2020). 



Background 

• Increased rural-urban drift 

• Housing crisis (Jones, 2012). 

• Market and hybridity 

• Local responses to safety  

Urban Awagasi market. Photo credit Elias Alex. (2020). 



Research Questions 

The overarching research question is about the creation of 
community strategies for safety within the urban market space: 
What are local responses and actions for safety in the urban 
market space? 

What is the role of hybridity to create local value systems in 

support of safety strategies at urban informal market spaces?



Study Site 

PNG provincial map adopted from google (n.d). Locality map showing Awagasi market study site Kumne (2020).



Research Methodology 

1. Interview 

2. Focus group 

3.Creative mapping 

   Convey meaning using visual images

   (Naughton, 1993).

  

The purpose of interview is to 

understand individual or group 

perspectives (James H Frey, 2005). 

Is process of mutual learning between 
two parties (Young et al, 2018).  

Interview. Photo credit Elias Alex (2020). 

Focus Group. (2020). 

Creative mapping. Photo credit Elias Alex. (2020). 



Methodological approaches foregrounding Melanesian values of relationship, 

reciprocity and respect. Langa (2022).   

Respect

Relationships
Reciprocity



Photo Booklet 

Photo story  booklet cover page.  Photo Credit Glenda Bobby (2020).  



Research Finding and Discussion

1. Challenges of Market Safety 

…People drink alcohol 
[disrupt market] and clearly 
have in possession of 
drugs, fights in the market 
area is worse… (Focus 
Group Discussion, 2020). 

Typical market day at Awagasi market. Photo credit Elias 

Alex. (2020).



Research Finding and Discussion 
Continue 

…lack of proper facilities 
attract drunkards, drug 
addicts, and [people with] 
domestic issues to the market 
(Interview, 2020). 

A vendor mending his broken umbrella at Awagasi market. 

Photo credit Elias Alex. (2020).



Research Finding and Discussion 

2. Role of Hybridity of Market 

       Creation of Interactions 

Different people from Papua New 

Guinea come and meet at the market. 

That is the place where we usually make 

friends with betelnut and smoke, and we, 

as people from different places, learn 

from each other and connect, we share 

and that makes us happy. (Focus Group 

Discussion, 2020). 

Sharing monetary resource. Photo credit Evelyn Wowis (2020).



Research Finding and Discussion 
Continue 

Here at Awagasi market, the four 
regions of PNG are found here. 
People from all over PNG do market 
here. That is why people love each 
other. People work together to 
address issues. That is found in 
Awagasi market. That is why big 
issues are not found here. There is 
love and respect at Awagasi market 
(Focus Group Discussion, 2020). 

Urban informal Awagasi market Kamkumug settlement. Photo 

credit Wilma Langa (2020). 



Research Finding and Discussion 
Continue 

Achieving Safety through Indigenous Values 

1. Relationship 

Share ideas on how to 

attract and approach 

customers (Focus Group 

Discussion, 2020).  

Vendors sharing ideas at Awagasi market.  

Photo Credit Elias Alex  (2020).  



Research Finding and Discussion 
Continue 

Meet friends, relatives, 
families, share different 
stories, news about 
different settlement (Focus 
Group Discussion, 2020). 

1. Relationship  Continue 

Vendors interacting with each other at Awagasi 

market.  Photo Credit Elias Alex (2020).  



Research Finding and Discussion 
Continue 

2. Reciprocity 

Through sharing we become 

friends, they help me and I help 

them during hardship. They come 

from PNG so we live as sisters 

and brothers and family  (Focus 

Group Discussion, 2020). 

Vendors sharing food. Photo credit Elias Alex (2020). 



Conclusion

• Urban informal markets are seen from the lens of informality 
and deficiencies resulting in limited understanding of the 
dynamics and resilience of such spaces.

• Urban informal markets create space for local values to 
reconfigure and adopt to achieve safety goals. 

• This presentation was aimed at bring out the insider 

perspectives about resilience of market spaces as to

•  Counter perspectives of PNG urban markets as unsafe and 

unregulated and demonstrate how local systems can be 

harnessed to create safer communities and markets. 



Recommendations 

• People’s perspectives about the resilience of the internal 
spaces must be better understood. 

• Examine adaptation and use of local value systems within 
urban areas. 

• Governments can harness existing relational structures to 
support market safety and productivity. 
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