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In Papua New Guinea (PNG), freedom of 
the media is protected in the 
constitution (Dorney, 2016, pp. 67–68).

» Reference: Dorney, S. (2016). The embarrassed colonialist. Penguin Books.
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Figure: Papua New Guinea’s rankings over the years of its inclusion in the World Press Freedom Index
(Figure created by Amanda H A Watson 2024)
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Figure: Papua New Guinea’s rankings over the years of its inclusion in the World Press Freedom Index
(Figure created by Amanda H A Watson 2024)

Image: Top three countries in the 
2024 index

(source: https://rsf.org/en/index ) 



On 6 February 2023, PNG’s Minister for 
Information and Communication 
Technology Hon. Timothy Masiu 
announced a new draft media policy.
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Strong initial concerns
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Image: News story featuring veteran PNG journalist Scott Waide



Version 5 of the policy is now available.
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Image: Detail of first page of policy document.



Version 5 is not as bad as the former Fiji 
law, which was repealed in April 2023.
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Image: Detail of top part of feature article in PNG Post-Courier newspaper.



Version 5: Major concerns
1. Accreditation of “media 

organizations and personnel” (page 
32).

2. “Regulate to self-regulate” (pages 
30 to 31). But how much government 
oversight will there be of a proposed 
new arbitration tribunal?
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Version 5: Major concerns
3. Will “government media” (page 41 

and elsewhere) be clearly branded 
as such?

4. Media output should be “edifying” 
(Minister’s Foreword and page 20).
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Is version 5 a threat to media freedom 
in Papua New Guinea?
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What could changes in media 
regulation mean for the prospects for 
growth and development?
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