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Background

The Papua New Guinea 

Demographic Health survey 2016-

2018 report that 63 per cent of ever-

married women have experienced 

spousal (physical, sexual, or 

emotional) violence 

Papua New Guinea (PNG) has 

among the highest rates of gender-

based violence in the world and an 

estimated 66 percent of women are 

survivors of domestic violence 

(Walton & Dinnen, 2021) 

Intersectionality of women (age, 

education, economic condition, 

empowerment, residence,  husband, 

violence in her own family and 

previous victimization affect violence
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Concepts

• Formal Service

• Informal Service

Service 

Providers

• Pathways of reporting
violence

• Access to both formal and
informal justice

• Experience of justice

Access to 

justice
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Key Issues

Challenges 

and outcomes

Services and 

collaboration

Roles of NGO Factors

What are the pathways 

for victims to access 

justice for domestic 

violence cases in 

Bangladesh and PNG?

What are the women's 

opportunities and 

challenges in accessing 

justice via different 

service providers?

. 

How do the pathways 

work with a variety of 

actors? How are the 

agencies helping each 

other?

What are the roles of 

NGOs in strengthening 

the services of other 

actors, and how are 

they helping women to 

access to justice?

. 

How do class, 

residence, culture, 

geography, and 

religion affect the 

access to justice for 

women in both 

countries?

. 
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Family and Sexual Violence Unit
. 

Victim Support Services and 

Networks

Community Leaders

Village Court 
. 

District Courts
. 

Service providers
. 

Urban
. 

Rural
. 
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Village Court 
. 



Victim Protections

Judgement of a case

Privacy and Confidentiality

sensitivity to gender issues

Collaboration with other service 

providers

Preliminary Observation: 

District Court
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Role of Police Prosecutors

Existing services



Challenges
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System 
Factors

Victim 
Factors



Access Mechanism Services

Challenges Collaboration

10

Subrata Banarjee I Department of Pacific Affairs I Australian National University

Safe Houses
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Village court

Access 

Mechanism
Existing services

Opportunities Challenges
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Victim Support services and NGOs

Access 

Mechanism

Existing 

services

Opportunities Challenges
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Improving Collaboration

Communication between 

service providers

Urban-rural collaboration

Coordination



Expected Contribution

STRATEGY 

HELP WOMEN 

TO ACCESS 

JUSTICE

PRACTICAL 

DELIVERY OF 

SERVICE

UNDERSTANDING  

JUSTICE SERVICE 

RESEARCH AND ACADEMIA
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Thank You
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Email

Subrata.Banarjee@anu.edu.au

Phone

+61468422749
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