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Introduction

* The objective of the overall study is to
explore creative local methods utilised
to address gender violence.

 The law and order komiti is a collective
local approach utilised by the
Markham Bridge community towards
gutpela sindaun (peace and order)

(NeuendOrf 2019) Figure 2: Mediation between family members
led by the komiti and community leaders
(December 2022).

* The komiti’s role contributes to dispute
resolution (Demian 2021; Hukula
2015), local level leadership, and
relationality (Strathern 1988).



Background

* The komiti is an informal governance arrangement
(Strathern 1972; Oram 1976), provides effective
leadership for collective actions (Craig and Porter
2018), and a response to dispute (Hukula 2015;
Demian 2021).

* A komiti provide a form of ‘social control’ and act as a
regulating body (Strathern 1985).

 The role of a law and order komiti is about testing the
scale of law combining custom and state law, that can
create unity or differentiation (Demian 2021).



Research questions

What creative local methods are utilised to
address gender violence?

Sub questions:
1. What is the role of the law and order komiti?

2. What makes the role of the komiti effective in
the community?



Field site: Markham Bridge Community
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Figure 3: Map of
Morobe Province,
downloaded from
goggle map (July
2024).

Figure 4: Map of
Markham Bridge
community,
downloaded from
goggle map (July
2024).




Research Methodology

Ethnographic method

Lived experience 15 months (Nov 2021 to Feb 2022)

Active Attended 10 mediation meetings
participation

Observation Attended and observed four (4)
community meetings

Formal and Observed and interviewed 10 community
informal interview leaders (semi structured questionnaires)

Informal men and women (landowners, settlers)
conversations

Story telling With men, women, and elders in the
community



Research Findings and Discussion

3 mile Police sometimes involved

1. What is the role of the komiti?

* The komiti is the main path
taken by the people to resolve
disputes (liklik hevi).

“The komiti is the closest to the
people” (Interview with a komiti
member, January 2023).

“The komiti listens to the community’s
problems” (Interview with a local
woman, November 2021).

- make arrests

Lagama Village Court

(1 Magistrate for 3 villages) rarely
present in the MB community.

Church, if members

(Pastor, het man/het meri)

The law and order komiti

- Investigate and mediate

Family members try to solve conflict
between themselves.

-share food, handshake and say sorry

Figure 5: The flow chart illustrates the dispute
resolution approaches utilised by the people of
Markham Bridge community



* The komiti provides leadership within the
community, where the state is absent.

Eight out of the 10 stretim
hevi/mediation were led by
the komiti members.

The people see the komiti as
a form of credible local ,
authorlty (Cra|g and Porter Figure 6: Mediation between two ethnic groups

led by the komiti, community leaders ,and the

20 18). police (November 2022).




2. What makes the komiti effective in the
community?

* Appointment of the komiti represents
different sections of the community.

“The komiti’s decisions are usually based on a
mix of state laws, traditional ways of mediation,
and religion” (Interview with a komiti member,
January 2023).



 Komiti’s work is based on relationality (Stathern
1988; Wagner 1996), establishing horizontal and
vertical relationships with other actors.
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Figure 7: A komiti establishes horizontal and vertical relationships with other actors
(individuals and groups) (Craig and Porter 2018).



 The komiti members contribute important labor
towards gutpela sindaun: not easy work, they are
often tired, and lack resources to support their
work.
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Figure 8: Community meeting and mediation held by the komiti in the Markham Bridge community (January
2023).
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Conclusion and recommendations

Komiti’s work must be appreciated more in coordinating a

complex combination of languages, customs and ways of
life.

Recognise the important role of the komiti in dispute
resolution.

Recognise network and relationships among the different
individuals and groups or partners.

Further research on the notion of the komiti.
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