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Profile

Political Scientist — Political economy of energy security and governance,
geopolitics, international security, and policy and strategy

Former Acting Secretary - Department of Higher Education Research Science &
Technology

Advisor National Security and Team Leader of National Security Agency Secretariat
Department of Prime Minister & NEC

Reviewed the National Security Policy 2014-2020 and crafted the Revised National
Security Policy 2024-2029 approved by NEC and currently leading the
establishment of National Security Agency under an Organic Law




Why 1is Pacific important in great power
politics?

* Geo-political-economic-strategic reasons




Geo-political

* Competition for regional leadership by great powers




Geo-economic

* Strategic Assets

- * Maritime Security — maritime trade routes (international
communication lines) — significant portion of the world’s trade

flows




Geo-strategic

* Strategic rivalry between US-Allies and China




Role of Small Pacific Island Countries

* See all countries as equal partners under the framework of “ Friends to all,

Enemy to Non”

* Do not wish to see competition in the region — leads to tension and conflict -
— Pacific has always been peaceful before and after WW2

* Maximize national interest with all great powers without jeopardizing their
relationship

* Main concern about security i1s — human security — security for development




Forward Thinking

* Security partnership to enhance economic security for
development

* Development partners must enhance Small Pacific Island
Countries strategic Security Capability and capacity for
development purpose




Conclusion

* Pacific Island Countries must not be sandwiched as spectators in great power

. politics rather as import development partners of choice.

* Tension will continue should Pacific Island countries are calculated as
strategic theaters for geopolitical competition.

* Development partners should focus on enhancing economic security of the
Pacific Island Countries through security cooperation — that is to enhance
their strategic security capability and capacity for development purpose
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