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Rising net departures of Fijians

Figure 1: resident net departures
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Source: Fiji Bureau of Statistics. Note: Data for 2013 to 2015 is missing.



Large net departures continue in 2024

Figure 1: resident net departures
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Note: The annual data for 2024 is obtained by annualizing the numbers from the first seven months of 2024 based on the monthly data patterns from 2023.



Research framework

* |Is the 5% emigration level a temporary spike or a new trend?

Permanent migrants Will more emigrate
permanently?
Will more emigrate
temporarily?
Are they staying longer?
Will they go back?

Driven by permanent
or temporary
migrants?

Temporary migrants




Fijlan diaspora worldwide over the years

Stock of Fijian emigrants by countries of destination
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Source: International Migrant Stock by United Nation Population Division. “Fijians” refers to people born in Fiji.



Steady flows of permanent emigration to
major countries with NZ spike

Number of Fijians granted permanent residency by Australia, New Zealand and United States
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Source and notes:

-Australia: Historical Migration Statistics by Home Affairs. “Fijians” refers to people with Fiji citizenship.

-New Zealand: Migration Data Explorer by Ministry of Business Innovation and Employment. Resident visa data is used as a proxy. “Fijians” refers to people with Fiji nationality.
-United States: Immigrant visas reports by Department of State. “Fijians” refers to people born in Fiji. US fiscal years run from October to September.



Trends in temporary emigrants to the US

Number of temporary visas issued to Fijians in the United States
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Source: Immigrant visas reports by Department of State. Note: Temporary visitors for business, pleasure or transit are not included. “Fijians” refers to people with Fiji nationality.



Trends in temporary emigrants to New Zealand

Stock of Fijian temporary migrants in New Zealand
16000

14000
12000
10000

8000

6000
4000
2000

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

(@)

RSE workers m Otherworkers m Students ® Others

Source: Migration Data Explorer by New Zealand Ministry of Business Innovation and Employment. Note: Temporary visitors are not included. “Fijians” refers to people with Fiji
nationality.



Trends in temporary emigrants to Australia

Stock of Fijian temporary migrants in Australia
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Source: Statistics on temporary entrants visa holders by Australian Department of Home Affairs. Note: Temporary visitors (including those for business, tourism and transit) are not
included. “Fijians” refers to people with Fiji citizenship. Students visa holders include primary and secondary applicants.



Australia: High asylum applications but few
granted

Onshore protection visa applied and granted by Fijians
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Source: Australian Department of Home Affairs. Note: Data on visa applications for Jul 2023, Aug 2023 and Dec 2023 are not available.



Australia: Large and temporary spike in VET

students

Student visa granted in Australia
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Source: Australian Department of Home Affairs. Note: “Fijians” refers to people with Fiji citizenship. Students visa holders include primary and secondary applicants.
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Conclusion

* The emigration boom has primarily been driven by temporary migration to
Australia and New Zealand.

* However, that doesn’t mean that the boom in Fijian emigration is temporary.
* Key deterrent:

* Tightening immigration policies in Australia and New Zealand
* Potential boosters:

* Asignificant number of Fijian students and workers may seek permanent migration
options.

* |nitiatives such as the Pacific Engagement visa and exemptions from student visa fee
increases offer promising avenues for migration

* Migration is increasingly recognized as an economic strategy

* Existing Fijlan communities in other countries could support and facilitate further
emigration



