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Number of Pacific migrants 

in Australia



Pacific diaspora by heritage
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Note: Pacific diaspora including second-generation migrants and 

estimating those of Indo-Fijan descent. 



Pacific diaspora by country of birth, 2021
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Fiji 13.0%

PNG 68.8%

Samoa 0.4%

Tonga 14.0%

TL 63.8%

Cook 20.4%

Vanuatu 32.1%

SI 42.9%

Note: Pacific diaspora are now defined as only those born in the 

Pacific (first generation migrants)



Pacific diaspora by citizenship status, 2021
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Note: Pacific diaspora now defined as only those born in the 
Pacific and have expressed Pacific or Fijian Indian ancestry. 
This definition used for the rest of the presentation.
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citizenship 76.3% 36.2% 42.2% 46.2% 24.2% 79.5%
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Characteristics of Pacific 

diaspora population



Pacific diaspora, by age and gender
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Pacific diaspora, by education
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Note: “Aus born” are all people born in Australia, regardless of heritage. Sample is restricted 
to working-age adults (25 to 60 years old).
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Where do they settle?



Settlement location of Pacific diaspora
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Note: Pacific diaspora are defined as those born in the Pacific and have Pacific or Fijian Indian 

ancestry. “Aus born” are all people born in Australia, regardless of heritage.
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Labour market outcomes



Pacific diaspora, by employment status
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Note: Pacific diaspora are defined as those born in the Pacific and have Pacific or Fijian Indian 

ancestry. “Aus born” are all people born in Australia, regardless of heritage. Sample is restricted 

to adults ( 25 to 60 years old). Pacific PR Individuals are defined as those born in the Pacific, as 

the migrant datasets do not include information on ancestry. 
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Pacific diaspora, by weekly income
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Note: Pacific diaspora are defined as those born in the Pacific and 
have Pacific or Fijian Indian ancestry. “Aus born” are all people born in 
Australia, regardless of heritage. Pacific PR Individuals are defined as those born 

in the Pacific, as the migrant datasets do not include information on ancestry. 
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Conclusion
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• The Pacific diaspora community in Australia is relatively small but is 
experiencing growth.

•  Among those born in the Pacific, many do not have Pacific ancestry. 

• The community is also aging and has a higher proportion of females 
compared to males.

• Those with Australian citizenship within the Pacific diaspora have similar 
levels of education to the Australia-born population. 

• The majority of the Pacific diaspora community tends to settle in urban 
centers, with two-thirds residing in Greater Sydney and Greater Brisbane. 

• They have a slightly higher rate of unemployment and non-participation in 
the labor force compared to the Australian-born population. However, their 
weekly labor income is more evenly distributed than that of the Australian-
born population.
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Thank You!


