
CLIMATE FINANCING IN PRACTICE:

EXPERIENCES FROM THE FRONTLINE

Australia’s Integrated Development Approach in Kiribati



KIRIBATI

• EEZ: 3.5m km²

• Land Area: 811km²

• Altitude: less than 3m above sea level

• Population: 135, 509 (SPC 2024)

• GDP: USD307M |GDP per capita: 

USD2177– 3rd lowest in the Pacific (SPC 

2024)

• Major revenue: fisheries (tuna licensing 

and access fees)

• High Unemployment: 30% of the labour 

force is unemployed (among the highest in 

the Pacific)

• Young people face limited opportunities

• Labour Mobility schemes (PALM & RSE) 

are critical for employment/remittances.

• High Aid Dependency
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Source: Pacific Risk Profile, 2021 



Source: Ministry of Finance & Economic Development, 2025 

Source: Pacific Risk Index 2021



KIRIBATI- AUSTRALIA 
RELATIONS

• Diplomatic Relations formalized 

in 1979

• Australia is a leading donor in 

Kiribati followed by the 

Multilateral Banks, New Zealand, 

Japan & China

• Rapid response to disasters and 

climate emergencies

• Major donor in Education, Health 

and now Infrastructure, Economic 

Reform, and Human Capital 

(Training and Labour Mobility) 

Insert Climate Finance 

Source: Kiribati Development Coorporation Facsheet 2025-26



CLIMATE FINANCE SUPPORT

Bilateral: Australia’s AKCSI is 
the most visible program, 

focusing on coastal 
protection and resilience. 
Smaller-scale grants (DAP) 
also support climate-linked 

community projects.

Regional: Kiribati benefits 
from DFAT’s Pacific-wide 

climate resilience programs, 
SPC’s Climate Finance Unit, 

and GGGI’s support for 
accessing global funds.

Global funds: Kiribati has 
proposals in the pipeline with 
GCF, Adaptation Fund, and 
GEF, but faces challenges in 

converting pledges into 
disbursements.

Climate Justice and equity
Finance must translate to tangible, 
positive impacts at the frontline:

protecting livelihoods

Support inclusive adaptation

Strengthen resilience against rising seas and 
environmental stress

Moral responsibility/accountability of  
leading emitters to avoid harm/uphold 

obligations

(ICJ)



REALITIES ON THE GROUND – RESEARCH FINDINGS





WHY IS AN 
INTEGRATED 
DEVELOPMENT 
CRUCIAL

Harmonise efforts across government agencies and partners

Increase alignment of ODA with Kiribati’s priorities

Streamline support to reduce transaction costs and strain on GoK systems

Strengthen sustainability and long-term resilience (climate adaptation, labour 

mobility, and sustainable livelihood or SDGs)

Transfer knowledge and ownership to GOK to maximise sustainable, local solutions

Increase integration of climate finance and aid by embedding support in locally-

led development processes



HOW CAN AN EFFECTIVE INTEGRATED APPROACH IN 
KIRIBATI BE ADVANCED?

Forge Stronger 
Relations & Trust

Coordinate activities & 
Align Support with 
Sustainable Local 

Solutions

Deliver CF in addition to, 
not in place of, ongoing 

aid programs

Strengthen Locally-led 
Development through 

Ownership & 
Sustainability

Streamline CF Access & 
Minimise Bureaucratic 

Hurdles

Ensure CF connects 
global responsibility 
with local realities 

Strengthen governing 
structures’ efficiency & 

leadership

Advance support to 

Inclusive adaptation 

& development

Bridge the gap in 

CF pledged 

commitments and 

disbursement
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