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Acknowledgement of Country

The Australian Human 
Rights Commission 
acknowledges the 
Traditional Custodians of 
Country throughout 
Australia and recognises
their continuing connection 
to land, waters and culture. 

We pay our respects to their 
Elders –
past and present and 
future.
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Context

• Southeast Asia civic space

Image: Civicus Global Findings Report 2024,  
https://monitor.civicus.org/globalfindings_2024/

https://monitor.civicus.org/globalfindings_2024/
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Why Human Rights matter



Our approach within the human rights activities 
ecosystem: Technical Cooperation 

Diagnosis

Diplomacy 
and 

advocacy

Technical 
cooperation

• Characteristics:

– Quiet

– Sustained

– Peer-to-peer

– Politically aware
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Examples and Success Factors

• Local institutional ownership

• Inclusion

• Selectivity

• Timing
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Realities, Challenges & Risks

• Political sensitivities 

– Fragile relationships

– Changing political contexts

– Risk of backlash

– Protection of partners

• The question of complicity

• Limited civic space constraints

• Time horizons

• Measurement challenges
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Why is matters: the case for persistence 

Technical cooperation:

• Generates change   

• Maintains human rights as a standard

• Sustains local human rights actors

• Prevents backsliding 

• Build bridges
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Our learnings and key takeaways 

• Relationship is everything 

• Portfolio approach is useful

• Creating space for civil society is 
crucial

• Local ownership is non-negotiable

• Patience and persistence is key
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