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Integration.

The agenda is best understood as a pattern of activities 
and agreements… 

• Linking economies, institutions, infrastructure, societies

• Privileging joint priorities of governments

• Deepening interdependence

• Embedding explicit and implicit mutual obligations

• Offering diplomatic and developmental dividends



Australia as an architect.

“We don’t just live here. We aren’t just 
residents. We are architects. 

We build understanding… relationships… inclusive infrastructure… economic 
opportunities… shared regional capacity to defend and secure our sovereignty.

We have the Pukpuk Treaty… the Nauru-Australia Treaty and the landmark Falepili Union with 
Tuvalu. 

We have progress towards new agreements. ” 
– Penny Wong AIIA Gala Dinner



Integration.
Long-standing aspiration with new pace, volume & depth.

In the past 18 months:

• Falepili Union come into force

• Expansion of the Pacific Engagement Visa

• Australia-PNG NRL Partnership

• Roll out of ABC Radio Australia across the Pacific

• Pukpuk Treaty and near-finalised Nakamal agreement

• Passing of the Pacific Banking Guarantee Bill



“[It's] increased interoperability, it's increased engagement. Our security 
relationship is important and our economic relationship is important, and of 
course our people to people relations as well…”
Prime Minister Anthony Albanese on ABC (regarding the Pukpuk Treaty) 

“We have partnered to better integrate our economies, making it easier for 
people to move between countries to live, work and study, and for business and 
tourism.”
Senator the Hon Penny Wong, Minister for Foreign Affairs’ speech to Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat

“The Albanese Government's Pacific agenda runs as deep as it does broad: a 
multidimensional approach that aims to better integrate us with the region 
around us.”
The Hon Pat Conroy MP, Minister for Pacific Island Affairs’ address to the McKell Institute

Gaining momentum.



Long-standing ambition.
The level of ambition is new, but this agenda is not… 

“integration asks the South Pacific to compromise a level of 
sovereignty – to trust and benefit from Australia’s economic and 
security opportunities and leadership”

Graeme Dobell, Special Report: Australia’s Pacific pivot: Destiny, duty, denial and desire



Integration’s domains.
Integration operates through overlapping domains…



The question of ‘integration for what purpose’ is rarely 
explicitly stated...

• Responding to long-standing Pacific priorities

• Mitigating risks to Pacific sovereignty

• Projecting trust and influence for Australia

• Arrangements that align, bind or socialise partners

• Generating leverage

Integration.



Many things could test this approach…

• What’s the next frontier?  

• Is Australia ready for what this means (migration)?

• Can we afford it?

• If a provision (e.g. Falepili or banking) is breached – how will Australia respond? 

• What happens when nations want more?  

What’s ahead?



The agenda can be illustrated through its activities...

• The Pacific Engagement Visa
Natasha Turia, PhD Candidate, Department of Pacific Affairs and Research Officer, 
Development Policy Centre

• The Pacific Banking Guarantee
Wilson Onea, Director, Financial Analysis and Supervision Unit, Central Bank of PNG

Expert case studies.

https://share.descript.com/view/Tk8y45fyGiM
https://share.descript.com/view/xkI6Qnd3I6N


Stay in touch.

Website devintelligencelab.com

Email hello@devintelligencelab.com

LinkedIn /development-intelligence-lab

X @devintellab

Bluesky @devintellab.bsky.social

Sign up to our email list on our website to stay up to date 
with our latest analysis and upcoming dialogue 
opportunities. 

mailto:hello@devintelligencelab.com

