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Presentation Outline

What lessons can we learn?

What forms does the 
backlash against gender 

equality take in Indonesia?

What factors contribute to 
this backlash, and who 

benefits from it?

How has the Indonesian 
women’s movement responded 

to these challenges?

What obstacles have we 
encountered in our efforts?

What are the outcomes?
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• Indonesia Without Feminists

•The youth “hijrah” movement

Photo taken from Republika online

Anti Feminism Movement
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One example is that women must 

maintain family harmony, even if 

they experience violence. 

Super Pel's advertisements over the past five 

years (2020–2025) have consistently portrayed 

women as the primary actors in domestic work, 

particularly when it comes to mopping floors 

and cleaning the house. Nearly all versions of 

the advertisements feature women who appear 

happy, proud, and responsible for keeping the 

house clean.

examples ...
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Credit: 
tiktok.com/09_sadstory

Credit: 
tiktok.com/_kadungtresno

A TikTok post with 23.8k likes narrates that women 

who believe they are good at making money will 

definitely treat men however they want.

A female preacher stated that women 

who earn a living will become arbitrary 

and disrespectful toward their husbands.

examples ...



PROGRAM INKLUSI PIMPINAN PUSAT ‘AISYIYAHPIMPINAN PUSAT ‘AISYIYAH

Credit: 
tiktok.com/kutipan2kehidupan

Credit: Instagram.com/rahmaul_bahraen

The video about the sins of a wife 

disobeying her husband was watched by 

more than 10,000 accounts on Tiktok

A preacher asserted that a woman's true 

role is as a housewife and cautioned that 

women should not be swayed by liberal 

feminist ideology.

examples ...
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•The anti feminist movement in Indonesia manifests at the 
following  levels:
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What is the backlash on gender 
equality in Indonesia ?

1. Family values 2. Society norms 
(religious leaders, 

community leaders)

3. Government policies 4. Media (digital dan 
conventional)
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•Conservative religious values
•Anti-feminist discourse is becoming more prevalent, partly driven by the increasing 
divorce rate among women and the popularity of child-free discussions on social 
media. 
•Women who have economic independence (agency) and access to public life are 
often blamed for undermining family stability and are accused of defying societal 
expectations of their roles.
•People including influencers, podcasters use social media to counter women's 
movements.
•The government is not prioritising programs and budgets for gender equality, which 
contributes to its limited ability to handle sexual violence cases.

What Factors Contribute 
to this Backlash ?



Pause
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•Conservative women's organisations, 
religious leaders, political parties, and 
men who are apprehensive about gender 
equality, as well as certain state actors, 
play significant roles in perpetuating the 
backlash against gender equality in 
Indonesia.
•The main beneficiaries of this movement 
are religious and community leaders who 
uphold conservative values

What Benefits from 
The Backlash ?



Pause
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What the Indonesian women’s 
movement has done to 
address the backlash? 
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What the Indonesian women’s 
movement has done to address 
the backlash? 

•Campaigning for the Women Support Women Movement, the New Men's 

Alliance Movement, Women Ulama Conggress, strengthening constituents 

and grassroots movements, and the movement to involve husbands or 

men in domestic work and caregiving.

•The emergence of women's media outlets campaigning for equality 

between men and women (including influencers), such as Konde.co, 

Magdalene, Jurnal Perempuan, social media and websites (aisyiyah.or.id), 

and Suara Aisyiyah magazine.

•A support group for survivors of sexual violence and rape, Lentera Sintas 
Indonesia, created a counter-petition with the hashtags #MulaiBicara and 
#GerakBersama.
•Strengthening grassroots movements to participate in development 
planning and decision-making.
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What the Indonesian women’s 
movement has done to address 
the backlash? 

•Through INKLUSI’s collective action on 
preventing child marriage, and advocating for 
the implementation of the Sexual Violence 
Crimes Law 2022 from national to village level.
•Economic empowerment initiatives through 
supporting economic groups at the community 
and cooperative/credit union.
•Advocating for gender equality policy  from the 
national to the village level through collective 
action.

PIMPINAN PUSAT ‘AISYIYAH
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What does ‘Aisyiyah do ?
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Developing progressive 
interpretations of gender 

equality values

Strengthening women's 
institutions and leadership

Empowering women to 
fulfil fundamental rights

Advocacy from the village 
to the national level

Gender equality campaigns 
through 'Aisyiyah study forums 

and social media
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Developing  progressive interpretations 
of gender equality values
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•Over 30% of women’s representation (Aisyiyah) in the 
Muhammadiyah Fatwa Council to ensure that gender 
perspective are considered when issuing fatwas.
•Some of the fatwas: 
    • Marriage in Islam should be based on monogamy 

and polygamy is prohibited
• Marriages must be officially registered, 

unregistered marriages are prohibited
• Divorce must be processed through the court, 
• Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) is not 

recommended due to its violence nature
• Maturity is a prerequisite to marriage, and child 

marriage is prohibited.
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‘Aisyiyah Social Media 
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‘Aisyiyah Social Media 
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• Husband sharing responsibility such as domestic roles, gender 
equal parenting and support women when pregnant and 
breastfeeding

• Family implementing of gender equality through parenting
• When decision making forum give the equal access for women, 

men and marginalized group
• Decreasing  FGM practicing and unregistered married

Transformation
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What are the challenges?

•The high cost of politics (executive and legislative) 
encourages the strengthening of dynastic politics 
and the emergence of wealthy candidates who lack 
of a gender perspective.
• Increasing women’s representation in parliament is 
significant, but it should not be seen as the sole 
measure of the women movement’s achievements
•The Indonesian women’s movement is diverse and 
multifaceted, though it is often mistakenly viewed as 
a single, unified force.
•Progress in women’s rights can sometimes be 
misinterpreted as contradicting traditional 
perceptions of women’s roles.

PIMPINAN PUSAT ‘AISYIYAH
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What are the challenges?
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• Anti-feminists believe that women's 
sexual expression violates ethical 
norms for women as Easterners.

• The widespread framing of good 
women in both conventional and 
digital media is confined to domestic 
spaces.

• The strength of patriarchal culture in 
political institutions, both legislative 
and executive, including religious 
and community leaders.
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⁠⁠⁠What lessons can we learn?

•Massively leverage digital technology to campaign for gender's 
equality.
•The women's movement needs to broaden its reach by partnering 
with existing groups such as the Family Welfare Movement (PKK), 
Dharma Wanita (Women's Community Empowerment), Integrated 
Health Posts (Posyandu), religious study groups, Islamic boarding 
schools (pesantren), and youth groups in educational institutions 
and Islamic boarding schools.
•The movement's strategy should be synergistic rather than 
confrontational, using accepted terminologies.
•Documenting achievements and strategies in countering anti-
feminist movements to provide guidelines and foster knowledge 
exchange

PIMPINAN PUSAT ‘AISYIYAH
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Significant shift that 
transformation begun 

•There is an increasing awareness that the women’s 
movement should not be limited to elites such as 
activists and academics but must also be deeply rooted 
in grassroots communities.
•Recent changes in the political system, which are now 
more receptive to civil society organisations
•Civil society movements have increasingly adopted an 
intersectional approach and strategy for civil society 
movements
•Collaborate to advance feminist values without 
becoming caught up in divisions over specific stands of 
feminism, such as liberal or radical approaches.
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Significant shift that 
transformation begun 

• Aisyiyah has made a parenting program 
with gender perspectives

• The equal women and men in their family
• Progressive Islamic values regarding 

women’s rights in Islam from 
Muhammadiyah Aisyiyah perspectives will 
be references for religious leaders and 
young generation
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THANK 
YOU

E-mail
Trihastuti.aisyiyah@gmail.com
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Instagram
@aisyiyahpusat 

X
@PPAisyiyah 

Facebook
Pimpinan Pusat 'Aisyiyah 

Website
www.aisyiyah.or.id
www.suara aisyiyah.or.id
 

Tiktok
@aisyiyahpusat 
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