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The World We Knew, Doesn’t Exist Anymore



The World We Knew, Doesn’t Exist Anymore



U.S. Funding of International Organizations 
Has Collapsed

Source: https://www.usaspending.gov/federal_account/019-1126

https://www.usaspending.gov/federal_account/019-1126
https://www.usaspending.gov/federal_account/019-1126
https://www.usaspending.gov/federal_account/019-1126


China to the Rescue?



But That’s 
Not Going 
to Happen



Four Reasons:

1. Aid is not seen as a cultural imperative

2. China lacks the necessary infrastructure

3. China lacks the financing

4. Foreign aid is just as unpopular in China as 
    it in the West.



Censored Domestically

FOCAC 2024 FOCAC 2018 BRI FORUM 2023



So, What Will the Chinese Do?



Mandalay Earthquake in Myanmar





Chinese Messaging 



Why Was Myanmar An Important Milestone?

1. No U.S. response

2. Minimal EU response

3. Massive Chinese response

4. Fulfilled China’s longtime “Asia for Asians” stance



The Emerging Post-American Order



The U.S. is Withdrawing From the World



The U.S. Has “Quiet Quit” the UN

• 2025 arrears: $825 million

• Total arrears: $3 billion

• Withdrawing from agencies

• U.S. diplomats “barely show
up.”



A UN Without the US

The United Nations and 
its agencies are
not a priority for the U.S. 
that will continue 
to downgrade support 
for all related 
operations.



China Moving Quickly to Fill Void Left by U.S.

✓ Largest PKO contributor 
among P5

✓ 2nd largest financial supporter

✓ Chinese nationals run 4 of 15 
UN agencies

✓ UN is the foundation of new 
governance initiatives



“While firmly upholding the post-war international 

order, China is actively forging new paths without 

dismantling the established structure. 

Rather than pursuing radical changes to “start all 

over,” it seeks to optimize existing mechanisms 

while preserving the core framework of the United 

Nations system”

— Zhao Long, Senior Research Fellow, Shanghai Institutes for International Studies



Emergence of a New Sinocentric Int’l Order

1. Grounded in China’s “national 
rejuvenation” narrative

2. Alternative to U.S.-led international
         order.

3. From competition to cooperation.

4. Promotes multipolarity.

5. Reform global governance.



What Does This Look Like in Practice?



The New Governance Architecture

1.Global Governance Initiative

2.Global Development Initiative

3.Global Security Initiative

4.Global Civilization Initiative

5.Global Artificial Intelligence Initiative



“The future of the global order is 
now in a state of some flux. In 
part induced by the recent 
posture of the United States. 
In part induced by the rise of 
China. 

China, it seems has a clear script 
for the future. It’s time for the 
rest of the international 
community to do the same.”



Will Dev Countries Take China Seriously?

• Yes, but hesitatingly

• The 5Gs lack detail and it’s not clear what 
they represent

• Chinese policymakers: 5 years after BWI 
launched, those were also unstructured



The Vision Thing



Thank you | 谢谢 ｜Merci | لك شكرًا

Questions? Comments? Feedback?

eric@chinaglobalsouth.com

www.chinaglobalsouth.com

mailto:eric@chinaglobalsouth.com
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