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The World We Knew, Doesn’t Exist Anymore

US and European aid cuts could result in
22.6 million deaths worldwide, study
finds

By Andrea Shalal
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The World We Knew, Doesn’t Exist Anymore

Develo It Reductions 2025

Tracking Global Development Megatrends

Figure 1. After increasing to meet the demands of recent consecutive crises,
ODA is set to fall further in 2025 and in the near term

Trends in total ODA from DAC countries, 2000-24 (official data) and 2025-27 (projections), USD billion, constant
(2023) prices
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360 billion
cut
90% cut in USAID aid
contracts, halting
global development
and humanitarian
programs.

£n hillion
cut
Aid reduced from
0.5% to 0.3% of GNI
by 2027, the lowest in
25 years, to fund
defense spending.

€113 ™

Germany faces €4.8B in aid
cuts (2022-2025) due to
budget constraints, including
€937M (BMZ) and €836M (AA)
slashed in 2025. A cut nearly
€2B was also announced.

Finland
25% Reduction
(2024102021
Finland has announced
significant reductions in its
Official Development
Assistance (ODA) budget by

around 25% between 2024
and 2027.

{:300 million so hillion
cut [2025) cut
Gradual cuts: €500M in
2026, reaching €2.4B
by 2027, with funds 2024 to €4.4B in 2025,
redirected to domestic after an €800M cut in
asylum seeker support. 2024

37% drop in foreign
aid: from €5.7B in

Switzerland

szaz million
cut
Switzerland will have less
funding for international aid in
2025 after a CHF250M
($282M) budget cut by the
~ House, redirecting funds to the
e army.

Sweden
szg million cut
peryear
Foreign aid is being
redirected to domestic
needs, with ODA cut from
USS$5.4B to USS5.1B

(2026-2028), reducing
US$291M annually.

Italy European Union (EU)

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 20250202662027¢

081 billion

U cut

In 2023, foreign aid
budget cut by 15%

(C$1.3B/ US$945M).
In Feb 2025, further
cuts proposed to
fund military base.

cutover
25% Syears
Belgium will slash its
foreign aid by 25%
over five years under
a new coalition deal
finalized in Jan 2025

co 2 hillion
. cut
The 2024 budget
allocation was €6.5
billion, which has been
reduced to €6.3 billion
in 2025.

co billion
cut proposed
The EU plans a €2B
aid cut (2025-2026),
shifting focus from
direct support to
investment and trade.
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U.S. Funding of International Organizations

Has Collapsed
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WHO to lose nearly a quarter of its
workforce - 2,000 jobs - due to US
withdrawing funding

Donald Trump’'s administration withdrew from the World
Health Organization in January, prompting the agency to
scale back its work
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China to the Rescue?

Experts warned USAID's gutting would give China room to

replace the US. Now, it's happening.

By Huileng Tan

As USAID retreats, China pounces

By ROBBIE GRAMER, ERIC BAZAIL-EIMIL and PHELIM KINE | 02/10/2025 04:02 PM EST

Jenny Chang-Rodriguez/Business Insider

Shuttering USAID is a win for China and
al IOSS for Amerlca Lawmakers worry China could take over after Trump

pauses foreign aid



Not Going
to Happen




Four Reasons:

1. Aid Is not seen as a cultural imperative
2. China lacks the necessary infrastructure
3. China lacks the financing

4. Foreign aid is just as unpopular in China as
It in the West.



Censored Domestically

China pledges $50B and 1M
jobs in renewed outreach to
Africa

Chinese leader Xi Jinping, seeking contrast with Washington, said Beijing
offered Africa modernization without Western-style “suffering.”

Updated September 5, 2024 More than 1 year ago

6 7mn Al 0 e5

< -
ORI
12— Q;L.; @-.

) Jv,_ AAQ, il i

China’s Xi offers $60bn in financial
support to Africa

Xi Jinping pledges $60bn in financial aid to African countries and
pledges to write off debt for poorer nations.

Chinese President announces over $100

billion in new Belt and Road funding

The Belt and Road is a central pillar of Xi's bid to expand China's clout overseas, with
Beijing saying it has now inked over two trillion dollars in contracts around the world.

FOCAC 2024

FOCAC 2018
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So, What Will the Chinese Do?

China provides $4.4 million more in China, South Korea Sent $4 Million to
demining aid amid USAID funding freeze | Africa CDC as US Exits
Som Sathean:skhmes Times ® Funds not enough to make up shortfall left by US pullback

® About 84% of Africa health funding is from outside continent
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Mandalay Earthquake in Myanmar
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Chongqing Blue Sky Rescue Team Sets off for Myanmar
Earthquake Relief

Chinese Messaging
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Chinese rescue teams deploy advanced
equipment in Myanmar quake search

- 22:01,02-Apr-2025
CGTN @ ks

A member of the search and rescue team from China's Hong Kong Special Administrative
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Region uses drones to survey the site and assist in the rescue efforts, Mandalay City, Myanmar, Ba‘lch 0‘ ni u lo

April 1, 2025. NCG

Earthquake-hit Myanmar




Why Was Myanmar An Important Milestone?

1. No U.S. response
2. Minimal EU response
3. Massive Chinese response

4. Fulfilled China’s longtime “Asia for Asians” stance



The Emerging Post-American Order



The U.S. is Withdrawing From the World

Trump Signs Executive Order Calling
for Review of U.S. Funding and Ties
to U.N.

The move cast uncertainty on the leadership role of the United
States in the global body. The president also withdrew from the
U.N’s Human Rights Council and stopped funding UNRWA.
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United Nations
Educational, Scientificand -
Cultural Organization .




The U.S. Has “Quiet Quit” the UN

e 2025 arrears: $825 million
e Total arrears: $3 billion
* Withdrawing from agencies

 U.S. diplomats “barely show
up.”




A UN Without the US

The United Nations and

Its agencies are
not a priority for the U.S.
that will continue

to downgrade support
for all related
operations.




China Moving Quickly to Fill Void Left by U.S.

v’ Largest PKO contributor
among P5

v 2nd largest financial supporter

v’ Chinese nationals run 4 of 15
UN agencies

v  UN is the foundation of new
governance initiatives




“‘While firmly upholding the post-war international
order, China is actively forging new paths without
dismantling the established structure.

Rather than pursuing radical changes to “start all
over,” it seeks to optimize existing mechanisms
while preserving the core framework of the United
Nations system”

— Zhao Long, Senior Research Fellow, Shanghai Institutes for International Studies



Emergence of a New Sinocentric Int’l Order

Grounded in China’s “national
rejuvenation” narrative

Alternative to U.S.-led international
order.

Promotes multipolarity.

Reform global governance.



What Does This Look Like in Practice?

Shanghai Cooperation

Organization AI I ASIAN INFRASTRUCTURE
INVESTMENT BANK




The New Governance Architecture

1.Global Governance Initiative
2.Global Development Initiative

3.Global Security Initiative

SUSTAINABLE &
DEVELOPMENT “an”

B 4.Global Civilization Initiative

AN (At

5.Global Artificial Intelligence Initiative



“The future of the global order is
now in a state of some flux. In
part induced by the recent
posture of the United States.

In part induced by the rise of
China.

China, it seems has a clear script
for the future. It’s time for the
rest of the international
community to do the same.”




WIll Dev Countries Take China Seriously?
* Yes, but hesitatingly

 The 5Gs lack detail and it’s not clear what
they represent

* Chinese policymakers: 5 years after BWI
launched, those were also unstructured
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Thank you

Questions? Comments? Feedback?

eric@chinaglobalsouth.com

www.chinaglobalsouth.com


mailto:eric@chinaglobalsouth.com
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