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PROGRAM

DAY ONE -THURSDAY 21 AUGUST

8.30am
9.00am

10.30am
11.00am

12.30pm
1.30pm

3.00pm

Registration

Welcome remarks and opening plenary*

New Lecture Theatre (NLT)

Chair: Dr Lawrence Sause, Acting Executive Dean of School of Business
and Public Policy, University of Papua New Guinea

Welcome remarks
Sir Robert Igara, Chancellor, University of Papua New Guinea
Professor lan Findlay, Vice-Chancellor, University of Papua New Guinea

Opening address
The Honourable Mr James Marape, Prime Minister of Papua New Guinea

Reflections on Australia-PNG relations
His Excellency Mr Ewen McDonald, Australian High Commissioner to Papua
New Guinea

Reflections on 50 years of independence
Dr Fr John Momis, Former President of the Autonomous Region of
Bougainville

Morning tea

Plenary session 1: Economic development*
New Lecture Theatre (NLT)

Chair: Professor Stephen Howes, Director, Development Policy Centre,
Australian National University

Mr Bart Philemon, Former PNG Treasurer, Mr Charles Abel, Former PNG
Deputy Prime Minister

Lunch

Plenary session 2: Politics, governance and the constitution*
New Lecture Theatre (NLT)

Chair: Professor Sam Kaipu, Executive Dean of School of Law, University of
Papua New Guinea

Dame Carol Kidu, Former PNG MP, Leader of the Opposition, Minister for
Community Development, Dr Thomas Webster, Papua New Guinea National
Research Institute, Mr Hubert Namani, President, PNG Law Society

Afternoon Tea

*Session will be livestreamed.



3.30pm Plenary session 3: PNG’s place in the world*
New Lecture Theatre (NLT)

Chair: Dr Nematullah Bizhan, Senior Lecturer, Development Policy Centre,
Australian National University

Mr Peter Eafeare, Former PNG High Commissioner to Fiji, Ambassador
Joshua Kalinoe, Former Ambassador of Papua New Guinea to Belgium
and the European Union

5.00pm Close

DAY TWO - FRIDAY 22 AUGUST

8.30am Registration

9.00am Parallel Session 1

1A: PNG economy - Economic update 2025*
New Lecture Theatre (NLT)

Chair: Professor Stephen Howes

Williamina Hubert, Assistant Governor, Bank of Papua New Guinea, John
Uware, Deputy Secretary, PNG Department of Treasury, Sudyumna Dahal,
Senior Economist, Asian Development Bank

1B: Environmental sustainability and climate change

SBPP Lecture Theatre 1 (UG.02)
Chair: Professor Kaluwin Chalapan

Climate finance in Papua New Guinea
Ruel Yamuna, Special Envoy for Climate and Environment/PhD Candidate,
Monash University

Enhancing climate resilience through digital advisory services: A study on
SMS-based Seasonal Farm Advisories in Papua New Guinea

Okrupa Mauro, Research Scientist, Climate Resilient Agricultural
Systems, PNG Agricultural Research Institute, Johannes Pakatul, Research
Development Coordinator, PNG National Agricultural Research Institute,
Sibjan Chaulagain, Australia Award Scholar, Australian National University

Optimizing mangrove seedling production: A study on enhancing root
development and survival in Rhizophora stylosa seedlings in Papua New
Guinea

Raymond Billy, Mangrove Officer, Zero Net Deforestation Project,
TotalEnergies Exploration and Production PNG, Ninning Jal, Project Manager,
Zero Net Deforestation Project, TotalEnergies Exploration and Production
PNG, Michael Henson, Partner and Co-founder, Independent Forester, Heinz
Otto Reinstorf, Forest Nursery Specialist, BCC Plant the Planet

Environment conservation and climate change: past, present, and future
Tanya Zeriga, Researcher, Menggeyao Morobe Consultancy, Port Moresby,
Papua New Guinea, Mavis Jimbudo, Researcher, Menggeyao Morobe
Consultancy, Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea

*Session will be livestreamed.



1C: Governance issues
SBPP Lecture Theatre 2 (UG.07)
Chair: Associate Professor Grant Walton

Shining a light on local level governments in PNG
Maholopa Laveil, PhD Candidate, Australian National University

A constitutional argument developing and advocating for the implementation
of a legal framework to uphold the duty to apply and give effect to the
NGDPs and BSOs

Shahar Shalom Yadin, PhD Candidate, University of Southern Queensland /
Consultant and Educator, Kingku Village of Peace

Public service motivation of the Department of Health Officials in PNG
Lhawang Ugyel, Senior Lecturer, Australian National University, Tobden
Tobden, PhD Candidate, Curtin University

1D: Gender-based violence
SBPP Tutorial Room 1 (LG.02)
Chair: Dr Dora Kuir-Aiyus

Assessing PNG youths’ knowledge about mental health issues, substance
abuse, and gender-based violence

Aileen Zuhukepe, Medical Student (MBBS), University of Papua New
Guinea, Jameson Yembinaro, PG Public Health Student, University of Papua
New Guinea

Barriers to implementing screening for Intimate Partner Violence by health
care providers in Papua New Guinea: Health care providers perspectives and
insights

Cherolyn Pokawin Polomon, PhD Candidate, University of Technology
Sydney, Professor Kathleen Baird, University of Technology Sydney, Dr
Heike Roth, University of Technology Sydney

Empowering women through education: A study on Selected PNG secondary
schools

Dr Durga Prasad Repakula, Head of the School and Senior Lecturer,

IBS University, Harika Repakula, Lecturer, IBS University, Delan Anthon,
Assistant Lecturer, IBS University

1E: Agriculture and mining
SBPP Tutorial Room 3 (LG.04)
Chair: Dr Rubayat Chowdhury

Alluvial mining and its relationship with gun buying: A case in point for Papua
New Guinea, Enga Province

Dr Londari Yamarak, Deputy Provincial Administrator (Economic Services),
Enga Provincial Government, Jill Yamarak, PhD Candidate, University of
Queensland

Analysing the performance of mineral tax instruments of Papua New Guinea
Dr Kaepae Ken Ail, Senior Lecturer, School of Mining Engineering, PNG
University of Technology



10.30am
11.00am

Constraints to production and sustainable approaches towards optimizing
village poultry for rural household nutrition and income earning

Elly Kambiam, PhD Candidate, University of Queensland, Arthur Roberts,
Scientist (Aquaculture and Livestock), National Agricultural Research
Institute, Michael Dom, Livestock Specialist, Consultant

Creating a new revenue stream via climate smart agriculture in PNG
Mawe Gonapa, PhD Candidate, Australian National University

1F: Social issues
MBA Suite
Chair: Dr Ralph Mana

The social and cultural influences of indigenous forest communities on the
Bulolo Wau industrial tree plantation
June Mandawali, Research Officer, PNG Forest Research Institute

UPNG Annual Attitude Survey

Anna Kapil, Lecturer, Division of Economics, University of Papua New
Guinea, Prof Stephen Howes, Director, Development Policy Centre,
Australian National University

Morning Tea

Parallel Session 2

2A: Environmental sustainability and climate change panel -Improving
water governance in PNG*

New Lecture Theatre (NLT)

Chair: Associate Professor Grant Walton

Dr Safa Fanaian, Researcher, International Water Management Institute,
Reichert Jonathan Thanda, National Coordinator, WASH Project
Management Unit, PNG Department of National Planning, Maino Virobo,
Director of Policy, PNG Conservation and Environment Protection
Authority, Turea Wickham, WASH Coordinator, World Vision, Simon
Wanga, National Program Coordinator, Water Aid

*Session will be livestreamed.



2B: Economic development and infrastructure
SBPP Lecture Theatre 1 (UG.02)
Chair: Ms Alyssa Leng

Transforming PNG Power Ltd: Coordinated reform through the reform trinity
Prof Martin Davies, Professor of Economics, Washington and Lee University

Electrifying Papua New Guinea: Challenges and opportunities for
decentralized solar power

Christian Lohberger, President, PNG Solar Energy Association, Prof Martin
Davies, Washington and Lee University

Maritime trade and development in Papua New Guinea - Past, present and
future trends: an overview

Dr Arumugam Mourougane, Head of School-Accounting and Finance, IBS
University

2C: Politics and elections - Female representation in politics
SBPP Lecture Theatre 2 (UG.07)
Chair: Mr Jack Asa

Women representation and the formal and informal rules of electoral
processes: At 50, where do we go from here?

Eileen Gobu Bobone, PhD Candidate, Department of Pacific Affairs,
Australian National University

The marginalisation of women in the voting process in the eastern highlands
of Papua New Guinea
Dr Anita Serah Koyangko, Lecturer, University of Goroka

An analysis of voter’s participation in Papua New Guinea 2022 national general
election: The nature of women’s participation in Port Moresby Northwest electorate
Issabelle Vilau, Tutor, University of Papua New Guinea

2D: Social development - Health issues and policy
SBPP Tutorial Room 1 (LG.02)
Chair: Prof Stephen Pokawin

Impact of water supply and sanitation on diarrhoea prevalence among
children under five in Papua New Guinea: evidence from National
Demographic and Health Survey

Kingtau Mambon, Lecturer, University of Papua New Guinea

Why community-led, strengths-based approaches that reflect indigenous
knowledges are significant for health policy and practice in Papua New
Guinea 50 years on

Dr Irene Semos, Postdoctoral Research Fellow, ARC Centre of Excellence
for Indigenous Futures, The University of Queensland, Turea Wickham,
WASH Coordinator -External Engagement and Partnerships, World Vision,
Papua New Guinea

Using the socio-ecological model to appraise the implementation of Provincial
Health Authority in rural districts of Madang Province, Papua New Guinea
Cathy Pamba, Lecturer, Divine Word University, Dr Gigil Marme, Senior
Lecturer and Faculty Research Coordinator, Divine Word University, Andrew
Pus, Head of Department, Divine Word University, Emelda Ariku, Lecturer,
National University of Solomon Islands



12.30pm

2E: Youth
SBPP Tutorial Room 3 (LG.04)
Chair: Dr Lhawang Ugyel

Fostering youth leadership to address gender-based violence in Papua New
Guinea: Insights from emerging champions for change

Rhonda Wohemani, Researcher, Divine Word University, Dr Sabitra Kaphle,
Central Queensland University

Evaluating an urban youth employment project in PNG
Dr Lachlan McDonald, Economist, World Bank, Dr Darian Naidoo,
Economist, World Bank

Youth and the next 50 years: Shaping the future of Papua New Guinea
Mcdonald Jack, Lecturer, University of Papua New Guinea, Jollanda
Mathew, Lecturer, University of Papua New Guinea, Dr Ponnusamy
Manohar, Deputy Executive Dean (Academic and Student Affairs),
University of Papua New Guinea

2F: Tourism
MBA Suite
Chair: Ms Patricia Agopa

Balancing bets and culture: perceptions of casino tourism in Papua New
Guinea at 50 years of Independence

Dr Joyce Rayel, Head of Tourism and Hospitality Management Division,
University of Papua New Guinea, Imelda Atu, Lecturer, University of Papua
New Guinea, Ronald Raka, Lecturer, University of Papua New Guinea,
Kamuna Kipa, Tutor, University of Papua New Guinea, Eki Kundi, Lecturer,
University of Papua New Guinea

The influence of psychographic traits, activity preferences and perceived
barriers on domestic tourism demand in Papua New Guinea

Imelda Atu, Lecturer, University of Papua New Guinea, Dr Joyce Rayel,
Head of Tourism and Hospitality Management Division, University of Papua
New Guinea, Ronald Raka, Lecturer, University of Papua New Guinea, Eki
Kundi, Lecturer, University of Papua New Guinea, Kamuna Kipa, Tutor,
University of Papua New Guinea

Predicting inbound tourism to Papua New Guinea: Insights from economic,
political, and digital indicators

Kamuna Kipa, Tutor, University of Papua New Guinea, Dr Joyce Rayel, Head
of Tourism and Hospitality Management Division, University of Papua New
Guinea

Lunch



1.30pm

Parallel Session 3

3A: Politics and elections*
New Lecture Theatre (NLT)
Chair: Dr Safa Fanian

Re-engineering Westminster parliamentary democracy in Papua New Guinea:
an option for the direct election of the Prime Minister by the People beyond 50
Dr Mange Matui, Secretary, Constitutional and Law Reform Commission,
Xavier Winnia, Deputy Secretary-Corporate Services, Constitutional and
Law Reform Commission

Redesigning election ballot papers to address multiple voting in Papua New
Guinea

Dr Olugbenga Ige, Senior Research Fellow and Program Leader, National
Security and International Relations Research Program, PNG National
Research Institute

3B: Dialogues for peace: is there a need for a national peace strategy?
SBPP Lecture Theatre 1 (UG.02)
Chair: United Nations Resident Coordinator Richard Stephen Howard Jr

Emeritus Prof Sinclair Dinnen, Australian National University, Associate
Prof Miranda Forsyth, Australian National University, Dr Bomai Witne,
University of Goroka, Gabriel Kuman, Lecturer, Divine Word University,
William Kipongi, Research Officer, PNG National Research Institute

3C: Socio-Economic monitoring panel - Real-time socio-economic
monitoring

SBPP Lecture Theatre 2 (UG.07)

Chair: Dr Darian Naidoo

Barry Lei, Manager - Price Statistics, National Statistics Office,
Bobby Kunda, Economics Lecturer, University of Papua New Guinea,
Kingtau Mambon, Economics Lecturer, University of Papua New Guinea

3D: Tertiary education and research
SBPP Tutorial Room 1 (LG.02)
Chair: Dr Anna Joskin

Japanese Anthropologists in Papua New Guinea over 50 years
Prof Jun Baba, Wako University

Fifty years of scholarship: A cross-sectoral analysis of theses and
dissertations by Papua New Guinean scholars, 1975-2025

Dr Leontine Baje, Co-Founder and Program Director, Papua New Guinea
Research Outreach Inc, Gabriel Baje, Volunteer website developer and
database manager, Papua New Guinea Research Outreach Inc, Rodney
Itaki, Co-Founder, Papua New Guinea Research Outreach Inc

The state of tertiary education in Papua New Guinea: A critical review on the
50th anniversary of Independence

David Mo, Lecturer, University of Papua New Guinea, Loretta Dilu,
University of Papua New Guinea, Dr Ponnusamy Manohar, Senior Lecturer,
University of Papua New Guinea

*Session will be livestreamed.



3E: School education
SBPP Tutorial Room 3 (LG.04)
Chair: Dr Boe Lahui-Ako

Students’ perceptions of the classroom learning environment in Biology and
Mathematics: A case study of secondary and National Schools of Excellence
in Papua New Guinea

Peter Nasale, Student, Curtin University, Kenny Pawa Ambiasi, Student,
Curtin University, Priscilla Tohaka-Nott, Student, Curtin University, Selina
Kangei, Student, Curtin University, Junior Mena, Student, Curtin University,
David Wanibi, Student, Curtin University

School Based Assessment -A pathway to improve teaching and learning in
Papua New Guinea

Giles Waken, Senior Assessment Officer, Measurement Service Division,
Papua New Guinea National Department of Education; Silas Kombeo,
Senior MERLA Coordinator, Abt Global and Catherine Johnston, Education
Specialist, Abt Global

An investigation into the current infrastructure capacity of remote Jimi
Secondary School in Jiwaka Province, Papua New Guinea and its impact on
grade 12 students’ enrolment

Rex Kupil, Lecturer in Human Resource Management, University of Papua
New Guinea

Rethinking basic education delivery in PNG: Strengthening local governance
and community ownership after 50 Years of Independence
Hafford Norea, Researcher, PNG National Research Institute

3F: Technology and digital development
MBA Suite
Chair: Dr Venu Madhav Sunkara

Digital Financial Technology and its impact on Financial Sector Depth in the
Pacific Island Countries

Meson Tumsok, Senior Research Analyst, Bank of Papua New Guinea,
Brent Jamma, Research Analyst, Bank of Papua New Guinea, Gordon Kapak,
Senior Research Analyst, Bank of Papua New Guinea

Accounting Education in Papua New Guinea: Advancing Industry Readiness
in the Digital Era

Dr Suresh Babu Nagarajan, PGS Convenor, Senior Lecturer, University of
Papua New Guinea, Dr Sheik Kamaludeen Zahirudeen, ICT Manager, Zap
Group of Companies, Benedicta Mellam, Lecturer, University of Papua New
Guinea, Lucy Kerua, Lecturer, University of Papua New Guinea

Governance issues related to digitalization of service delivery in Papua New
Guinea

Prof Lekshmi Pillai, Acting Pro-Vice Chancellor (Planning, Development
and Industrial Relations), University of Papua New Guinea, Albert C
Mellam, Senior Academic and Management Consultant, University of
Papua New Guinea, Dr Suresh Babu Nagarajan, Senior Lecturer, University
of Papua New Guinea, Benedicta Mellam, Lecturer, University of Papua
New Guinea, Molly Yokko, MEPP student and SBPP Librarian, UPNG



3.00pm
3.30pm

Reimagining rural healthcare: Exploring mobile health usage Among the Siu
community in Finschhafen District, Papua New Guinea
Joana Maeoka, Bachelor of Nursing student, Pacific Adventist University

Afternoon Tea

Parallel Session 4

4A: Government and accountability panel - Political will and
anti-corruption reform: Where to now?*

New Lecture Theatre

Chair: Professor David Lea, Head of Political Science, University of Papua
New Guinea

Thomas Eluh, Acting Commissioner, PNG Independent Commission
Against Corruption, Assoc Prof Grant Walton, Development Policy Centre
and Crawford School of Public Policy, Australian National University,
Rebecca Pealiwan Koralyo, Programme Officer - Anti Corruption, United
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, Wallis Yakam, Executive Officer,
Consultative and Implementation Monitoring Council, Michael Kabuni,
PhD Candidate, Australian National University

4B: PNG economy - Macroeconomics
SBPP Lecture Theatre 1 (UG.02)
Chair: Ms Jollanda Mathew

Fiscal policy in Papua New Guinea: a longer term view

Alyssa Leng, Research Officer, Development Policy Centre, Australian
National University, David Poka, Lecturer, University of Papua New
Guinea, Anna Kapil, Lecturer, University of Papua New Guinea

Effectiveness of sterilization policy in Papua New Guinea
Dr Thomas Wangi, Senior Research Fellow, National Research Institute

The transitory and temporary effects of exchange rate in Papua New
Guinea Solomon Kasingu, Researcher, Bank of Papua New Guinea

Proposing and testing a quarterly GDP series for Papua New Guinea
Dr Rubayat Chowdhury, Research Officer, Development Policy Centre,
Australian National University

4C: Infrastructure development
SBPP Lecture Theatre 2 (UG.07)
Chair: Mr David Mo

Papua New Guinea at 50: Navigating the past, present, and future of our ports
Judah Wamamberi, Inspection and Enforcement Officer, PNG Ports
Corporations Limited

Proposing low head gravitational vortex hydro technology for powering rural
communities of Papua New Guinea

Nosare Maika, PhD Candidate, James Cook University, Prof Wenxian Lin,
James Cook University, Mehdi Khatamifar, Senior Lecturer, James Cook
University

*Session will be livestreamed. a



5.00pm

The effectiveness of monitoring and evaluation methods in improving
performance of infrastructure projects: case studies of government and
donor funded road projects in Papua New Guinea

Evelyn Sarut, Senior Monitoring and Evaluation Officer, National
Department of Works and Highways

The role of the hybrid markets and local responses implemented to address
safety issues
Wilma Langa, PhD Candidate, Queensland University of Technology

4D: Infectious diseases - Impacts and prevention
SBPP Tutorial Room 1 (LG.02)
Chair: Dr Paki Molumi

Knowledge and practices regarding sexual and reproductive health among
young university students in Papua New Guinea: A mixed methods study
Maggie Baigry, Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences,
Divine Word University, Robin Ray, Associate Professor, College of Medicine
and Dentistry, Daniel Lindsay, Senior Research Fellow, Cancer Council
Queensland, Professor Angela Kelly-Hanku, Deputy Head, Asia Pacific
Health Program, Kirby Institute, University of New South Wales, Michelle
Redmen-Maclaren, James Cook University

Rural realities of COVID-19: Reimagining health communication in Papua New
Guinea
Barbara Kepa, PhD Candidate, Queensland University of Technology

Male non-involvement in the prevention of parent to child HIV transmission in
EHP

Alois Ralai, Lecturer (PNG and International Studies Department), Divine
Word University

Impact of COVID-19 on household nutritional levels among children in the
Eastern Highlands Province of Papua New Guinea: The Comprehensive
Health and Epidemiological Surveillance System (CHESS)

Rebecca Bogarobu Emori, PhD Candidate, University of Wollongong

Closing session*

Concluding remarks
School of Business and Public Policy, University of Papua New Guinea;
Development Policy Centre, Australian National University

*Session will be livestreamed.
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DAY TWO - FRIDAY 22 AUGUST

1A: PNG economy - Economic update 2025

Williamina Hubert, Assistant Governor, Bank of Papua New Guinea, John Uware, Deputy
Secretary, PNG Department of Treasury, Sudyumna Dahal, Senior Economist, Asian
Development Bank

This panel will provide an update on the state of the economy in Papua New Guinea.

1B: Environmental sustainability and climate change

Climate finance in Papua New Guinea
Ruel Yamuna, Special Envoy for Climate and Environment/PhD Candidate, Monash University

PNG is sensitive to hazards such as coastal flooding, inland flooding, landslides, and drought. Climate
change poses significant risks to the environment, economy, and population of PNG. The impacts of
climate change are damaging assets and infrastructure, destroying livelihoods and endangering the
natural environment.

Improved access to climate change finance remains a key priority for PNG to scale up financial
resources to respond to the adverse effects of climate change and disasters. Currently, the Government
of Papua New Guinea is showing leadership and commitment to contribute meaningfully to the
reduction of global emissions by transitioning to a low carbon economy. The Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDC) of PNG under the Paris Agreement aims to achieve a 100% renewable energy by
2030, contingent on funding being made available. In addition, PNG will improve energy efficiency
sector wide and reduce emissions where possible in the transport and forestry sectors.

Unfortunately, this high-level commitment and leadership in policy making does not translate into an
increased share of climate finance being accessed by PNG. PNG, although bigger than all the other
Pacific Island Countries, is lagging in terms of its accessibility to project funding from the Green
Climate Fund among other established climate funding mechanisms. There is also need for PNG to have
direct access to global climate funds instead of using multilateral or regional implementing entities.
Therefore, engaging my research in this focus area would be beneficial and | will present on how |
intend to explore ways to address these issues.

Enhancing climate resilience through digital advisory services: A study on SMS-based
Seasonal Farm Advisories in Papua New Guinea

Okrupa Mauro, Research Scientist, Climate Resilient Agricultural Systems, PNG Agricultural
Research Institute, Johannes Pakatul, Research Development Coordinator, PNG National
Agricultural Research Institute, Sibjan Chaulagain, Australia Award Scholar, Australian
National University

Papua New Guinea, highly vulnerable to climate change, aims to provide 70% of its population with
improved early warning information. While SMS is widely used in agriculture to influence practices, its
role in managing climate change remains underexplored. This research investigates the potential of
using SMS to disseminate Seasonal Farm Advisories and identifies key policies and practices needed
to support adoption.

In a pilot study, the PNG National Weather Service and the National Agriculture Research Institute
co-developed and sent weather-based advisories to 81 farmers and extension officers in Eastern
Highlands Province via SMS twice weekly for two months. A mixed-method approach, including surveys
analysed using the User Acceptance and Use of Technology (UTAUT) framework, assessed users’
willingness to adopt the service.



Results show strong demand for SMS-based advisories and emphasise the importance of user-tailored
messages, collaborative workflows, participatory approaches, adequate extension support, affordable
devices, reliable networks and proper platform maintenance. The study offers a valuable model to guide
future investments in climate services across PNG, potentially expanding into new regions or sectors
like coffee, agroforestry and food crops.

Optimizing mangrove seedling production: A study on enhancing root development and survival
in Rhizophora stylosa seedlings in Papua New Guinea

Raymond Billy, Mangrove Officer, Zero Net Deforestation Project, TotalEnergies Exploration
and Production PNG, Ninning Jal, Project Manager, Zero Net Deforestation Project,
TotalEnergies Exploration and Production PNG, Michael Henson, Partner and Co-founder,
Independent Forester, Heinz Otto Reinstorf, Forest Nursery Specialist, BCC Plant the

Planet

The rapid expansion of coastal communities in Papua New Guinea has increased demand for natural
resources, placing pressure on coastal ecosystems. As infrastructure remains concentrated in these
areas, reliance on coastal resources is accelerating the depletion of vital ocean assets. One critical
resource under threat is the mangrove ecosystem, essential for environmental and socio-economic
reasons. Papua New Guinea hosts over 37 species of mangroves, contributing 11.6 gigatonnes of carbon
sequestration, supporting biodiversity, providing food, and protecting against sea level rise.

This study aims to identify effective methods for producing mangrove seedlings — particularly
Rhizophora stylosa — to improve survival and rehabilitation success in degraded ecosystems.
Historically, mangrove restoration in PNG has seen limited success. This research reviews lessons
from both local and international programs and introduces innovations to improve outcomes. A flexible
containerised nursery was developed using commercial forestry technologies. It includes ebb and flow
irrigation to simulate tidal patterns, automatic salinity control and controlled inundation levels tailored
to the species’ needs. The system enhances root quality and root-to-shoot ratios, improving survival
rates upon transplantation. The study focuses on optimizing root development and overall seedling
health through trials with different growing media and container types. Coco fibre mixed with perlite is
compared to traditional mud and sand, and containers include root trainers, poly bags and mesh bags.
Forestry techniques such as saltwater irrigation scheduling and sun hardening are integrated.

Preliminary results show superior seedling performance in coco fibre-perlite media and root trainer
containers. Phase two will involve transplanting seedlings for field performance assessment.

Environment conservation and climate change: past, present, and future
Tanya Zeriga, Researcher, Menggeyao Morobe Consultancy, Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea,
Mavis Jimbudo, Researcher, Menggeyao Morobe Consultancy, Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea

At 50 years old, Papua New Guinea is a young country, and it is still experimenting with how best to
implement Goal 4 of the constitution. So far, the efforts have shifted away from protecting livelihoods
to the commodification of nature. The dilemma for PNG is to balance the sale of natural resources

for economic development and the protection of natural resources for communities to maintain their
livelihoods. In this presentation, we analyse the laws enacted by the government to implement the
fourth goal, to showcase the past, present, and offer suggestions for the future of conservation in PNG.

Our data shows three major trends. Firstly, 75% of the early environmental legislation has been
repealed, with new laws enacted that allow environmentally destructive industries the option to pay to
pollute. This is a departure from the aspirations of Goal 4. Second, the legislation on clan conservation
areas has been repealed and replaced with a preference for inter-tribal conservation areas and national
parks, but large conservation areas have never worked in PNG because of land tenure challenges. Third,
the new direction in trading carbon from forests is revealing an aggressive trend of commodifying
nature, which will increasingly restrict local livelihood activities under the guise of stopping carbon
leakage.

The outlook for conservation is uncertain under these new legislative changes. We suggest ways
that conservation can be reimagined and implemented that strike a fair balance between national
development priorities and the rights of local communities to sustainably manage their natural resources.



1C: Governance issues

Shining a light on local level governments in PNG
Maholopa Laveil, PhD Candidate, Australian National University

PNG is finally holding its Local Level Government (LLG) elections this year. Local level governments
have largely been left out of discussions of decentralisation and sub-national governance in PNG.

But they are increasingly important, and not only when they have elections. The composition of wards
and LLGs have changed since 2011. In short, while ward and LLG numbers have grown since 2011,

rapid population growth has worsened LLG malapportionment leading to rural LLG grants not being
disbursed on an equal per capita basis. Total grant funding from national government has fallen as
more LLGs have been created. At the same time, a handful of LLGs with resource projects have become
wealthy on the back of royalty payments worsening the unequitable distribution of resource benefits at
PNG’s subnational government level.

A constitutional argument developing and advocating for the implementation of a legal
framework to uphold the duty to apply and give effect to the NGDPs and BSOs

Shahar Shalom Yadin, PhD Candidate, University of Southern Queensland / Consultant and
Educator, Kingku Village of Peace

The National Goals and Directive Principles (NGDPs) and the Basic Social Obligations (BSOs), found in
the Preamble of Papua New Guinea’s Constitution, were articulated by the nation’s founders to justify,
legitimize and provide context and direction for the state. This research develops a strong argument
based on constitutional law calling upon state officials to be sufficiently responsive to the NGDPs and
BSOs. While the NGDPs and BSOs are generally non-justiciable, this general rule has an exception
placing a duty on public officials to apply and give effect to the NGDPs and BSOs as far as lies within
their powers. This duty, however, is neglected and unrealized, including the lack of legal techniques and
mechanisms to oversee and enforce its fulfilment.

In order to remedy (in part) this lack, this research methodically develops and advocates for

the implementation of a legal framework providing judicial oversight over governmental action

that neglects the duty. This framework involves judicial recognition of the NGDPs and BSOs as
constitutionally implied purposes and relevant considerations in administrative decision-making and
the adoption of a judicial review process to assess whether the decision-maker properly considered the
NGDPs and BSOs and the principles and values they embody. Implementing such a framework could
promote a much-needed reorientation around the vision of the founders, the values and aspirations
embodied in the Constitution, and fundamental questions of national identity, priorities and purpose.

Public service motivation of the Department of Health Officials in PNG
Lhawang Ugyel, Senior Lecturer, Australian National University, Tobden Tobden, PhD
Candidate, Curtin University

As interest in public service motivation (PSM) has increased over the years, there has been an

increase and innovation in the dimensions and methods to measure these motivators. The first effort

to develop a measure for PSM was made by Perry and Wise (1990). They proposed a multidimensional
construct with three types of motives: affective, norm-based and rational. Perry (1996) improved on this
multidimensional framework, and using confirmatory factor analysis, the original six-dimension model
was pared to four dimensions and included a 24-item measure of PSM.

In this paper, we seek to determine the usefulness of the four dimensional 16-item instrument
developed by Kim et al. (2013) as a measure of PSM for developing countries. To test its applicability,
we conducted a survey using the same instrument with public servants (n=78, from the Department
of Health) in PNG in 2020. The main objective of conducting the study was to determine the drivers
of public service motivation in Bhutan. The study also uses qualitative information based on in-depth
interviews (n=8) to supplement the survey findings.



1D: Gender-based violence

Assessing PNG youths’ knowledge about mental health issues, substance abuse, and gender-
based violence

Aileen Zuhukepe, Medical Student (MBBS), University of Papua New Guinea, Jameson
Yembinaro, PG Public Health Student, University of Papua New Guinea

In Papua New Guinea, there are many issues affecting youth across the country. These common issues
include but are not limited to mental health issues, substance abuse and gender-based violence (GBV).
In order to address these issues, educational awareness is the most important first step. This study, a
cross-sectional survey, fills a gap by assessing youth knowledge in National Capital District, PNG about
these key issues.

The survey found that over 50% of the respondents agreed that mental illness is a serious issue in PNG
although they had little knowledge about its global statistics, whereas the other almost half declare
no awareness. Over 80% of the people surveyed confirmed their awareness that stress anxiety and
depression are major killers. Almost all (91%) of respondents agreed that substance abuse is a growing
challenge for PNG youth. Respondents also highlighted that, through observation, most youths across
the country are more ignorant and practice careless behaviours relating to their mental health, alcohol
and drug use (and its associated consequences) and GBV, perhaps due to socio-economic pressures
and influences.

As a way forward to tackle these issues, almost all respondents agreed that educational programs and
awareness, youth hubs, church programs, accessible counselling services and more youth engagement
programs are mandatory to address these issues nationwide.

Barriers to implementing screening for Intimate Partner Violence by health care providers in
Papua New Guinea: Health care providers perspectives and insights

Cherolyn Pokawin Polomon, PhD Candidate, University of Technology Sydney, Professor
Kathleen Baird, University of Technology Sydney, Dr Heike Roth, University of Technology
Sydney

Intimate partner violence (IPV) is a global public health and human rights issue. Papua New Guinea has
the highest prevalence of IPV in the Western Pacific region. Interventions towards addressing IPV in
the country has been ongoing with strategies and programs aiming to strengthen the healthcare sector
to respond to IPV. This study identifies the barriers to implementing screening for IPV in the antenatal
period by healthcare providers (HCPs) in PNG. Qualitative study was conducted among 21 HCPs in
PNG. Semi-structured interviews were conducted out purposively selected participants occupying
administrative roles where selected. Each interview averaging 45-60 minutes, continued until data
saturation was reached at 21 interviews. All interviews were audio recorded, transcribed in English and
coded using NVivo 14. Thematic analysis used to analysed data guided by socioecological framework.

This study has identified that PNGs weak health system is the overarching barrier to the
implementation for screening towards I[PV by HCPs in PNG within the healthcare sector. HCPs
identified the lack of human resource and huge workload, lack of knowledge, lack of training, lack

of awareness and education, insufficient time and space plus the unavailability of national clinical
guidelines are some of the significant barriers identified by the HCPs preventing them to screen for IPV
when providing antenatal care. Other barriers such as cultural barriers, lack of leadership and lack of
collaboration between partners were also identified. Strengthening the health system procedures in
PNG is a primary requirement to address IPV as a public health issue in the country.

Empowering women through education: A study on Selected PNG secondary schools

Dr Durga Prasad Repakula, Head of the School and Senior Lecturer, IBS University, Harika
Repakula, Lecturer, IBS University, Delan Anthon, Assistant Lecturer, IBS University

This study examines the impact of secondary education on the empowerment of women in Papua New
Guinea, concentrating on specific secondary schools. Notwithstanding national and international
initiatives to advance gender equality, women and girls in PNG encounter substantial obstacles to



education, including socio-cultural norms, economic limitations and gender-based violence. These
problems are particularly evident in rural regions, where conventional views frequently obstruct
females’ educational ambitions.

A mixed-methods approach was employed to gather data via surveys, interviews and focus group
discussions involving students, teachers and administrators from five designated secondary schools
in the East Sepik province. The findings demonstrate that access to quality education substantially
enhances young women’s empowerment, self-confidence, leadership potential and professional
aspirations. Initiatives like the PNG-Australia Secondary Schools Initiative have shown beneficial
effects in advancing gender inclusion and female leadership in education. Nonetheless, enduring
obstacles persist, including early marriage, substantial household obligations, financial constraints
and inadequate menstrual hygiene management in educational institutions. Recent community-driven
initiatives, such as period health seminars offering reusable sanitary kits, have favourably impacted
girls’ attendance and engagement.

This study continues by highlighting the necessity for gender-sensitive legislation, improved teacher
training and community involvement to eliminate cultural and institutional obstacles to girls’ education.
Enhancing these sectors can foster enduring socio-economic development and gender equity for
women and girls in Papua New Guinea.

1E: Agriculture and mining

Alluvial mining and its relationship with gun buying: A case in point for Papua New Guinea,
Enga Province

Dr Londari Yamarak, Deputy Provincial Administrator (Economic Services), Enga Provincial
Government, Jill Yamarak, PhD Candidate, University of Queensland

This paper investigates the correlation between alluvial mining activities and the rise in gun purchases
among local communities in Enga Province, Papua New Guinea, addressing the critical issue of how
economic incentives from mining may influence firearm acquisition trends. Employing a mixed-
methods approach, the research integrates qualitative data from interviews with miners and community
members alongside quantitative data that includes mining output, economic metrics and gun purchase
records. Key findings reveal a significant positive correlation between increased alluvial mining
productivity and escalating gun sales, suggesting that economic gains from mining operations may
drive heightened demand for firearms as a means of protection and resource control among local
populations.

These insights hold substantial implications for public health, particularly concerning increased
violence and injuries associated with firearm access in resource-rich but economically vulnerable
communities. This study contributes to the broader discourse on the intersections of economic activity,
public safety and health outcomes, underlining the necessity for policymakers to consider economic
drivers of violence in the formulation of public health interventions in similar contexts. Ultimately, the
research advocates for integrated strategies that address the economic roots of firearm acquisition
while promoting community safety and health in Enga Province and comparable regions.

Analysing the performance of mineral tax instruments of Papua New Guinea
Dr Kaepae Ken Ail, Senior Lecturer, School of Mining Engineering, PNG University of
Technology

This article examines the abilities of tax instruments and royalties to collect resource revenue from the
mining industry in Papua New Guinea. It is difficult to assess the amount of tax revenue collected from
operating mines due to lack of transparency, complexity of extraction activities, and weak political
governance and tax administration. Thus, assessing the performances of taxes and royalties could
reveal design factors that cause revenue leakages and provide ideas for broader policy interventions
and reforms. This study employs progression coefficients, marginal effective tax rates and composite
variables to investigate the revenue-generating capabilities, tax design flaws and burden distribution.



The hypothetical and real-time data are used to statistically derive tax progressiveness indices to track
the performances of taxes and royalties over time.

The results show marginal effective tax rates are 45% (conceptual) and 18-20% (historical). The income
tax and royalty can generate revenue without the hybrid royalties and equity interests. Some policy
interventions such as developing guidelines to identify tax expenditure items, design appropriate
derivatives, prohibit long-term concessions, and improve tax compliance technology are necessary

to restore confidence and protect the tax base. Further, market-based incentives such as bottom-up
exploration through an exploration subsidy could replace equity interest ownership and change the
fiscal landscape of PNG’s mining industry.

Constraints to production and sustainable approaches towards optimizing village poultry for
rural household nutrition and income earning

Elly Kambiam, PhD Candidate, University of Queensland, Arthur Roberts, Scientist
(Aquaculture and Livestock), National Agricultural Research Institute, Michael Dom, Livestock
Specialist, Consultant

Poultry products (meat and eggs) are highly demanded protein source in Papua New Guinea, yet
their consumption varies between urban and rural households. Urban areas enjoy greater availability
and diverse protein options, while rural communities face scarcity and low intake. Despite increased
commercial broiler and layer bird production, demand remains unmet in both markets. Backyard
broiler farming has changed in the past five years, with rising costs pushing profit margins above 10%,
disproportionately affecting low-income rural households already struggling with low protein intake.
Broiler bird farming remains accessible even in remote areas, yet village poultry (native chickens
and ducks) are often overlooked despite their potential contributions to food security and income
generation. Research has shown that improved nutrition and management can boost egg production
and growth performance in village poultry, increasing household productivity. However, challenges
such as limited farmer capacity, supply chain constraints, and lack of government support hinder
development.

To address these issues, we propose a sustainable approach to village poultry farming, prioritising
locally available feed sources, improved management systems and strategic technical support at the
district level. This method aims to reduce production costs while enabling competitive poultry farming
tailored to local needs, fostering both nutrition and economic opportunities hence contributing to
PNG’s developmental goals.

Creating a new revenue stream via climate smart agriculture in PNG
Mawe Gonapa, PhD Candidate, Australian National University

PNG faces growing challenges in sustaining rural livelihoods amidst climate change, land degradation
and limited market access. Climate Smart Agriculture (CSA) offers an innovative and transformative
approach to address these challenges while creating new revenue streams for smallholder farmers.
This paper examines the potential of CSA as a sustainable livelihood strategy in PNG, focusing on
climate-resilient practices, agroforestry systems and carbon financing mechanisms.

By integrating sustainable land use with improved crop productivity, CSA can enhance food security
and income diversification. Notably, carbon sequestration through agroforestry and soil management
presents an untapped opportunity for smallholders to access international voluntary carbon markets.
The paper highlights case studies from highland coffee growing regions where farmers have adopted
shade tree systems and conservation agriculture techniques that not only improve yields but also
contribute to carbon storage.

Furthermore, CSA initiatives aligned with REDD+ and voluntary certification schemes such as Plan
Vivo offer pathways for farmers to earn carbon credits, thus generating climate linked revenues.

The paper argues for the establishment of enabling policies, capacity building programs and public-
private partnerships to scale CSA innovations. Strengthening institutional frameworks and promoting
community engagement are critical to ensure equitable benefit sharing and long-term sustainability.
By positioning CSA as a key pillar in PNG’s rural development and climate mitigation agenda, this



approach can contribute significantly to economic resilience, environmental sustainability and inclusive
growth. This abstract sets the scene for a broader discussion on operationalizing CSA to unlock climate
finance and empower rural communities across PNG.

1F: Social issues

The social and cultural influences of indigenous forest communities on the Bulolo Wau
industrial tree plantation

June Mandawali, Research Officer, PNG Forest Research Institute

Industrial tree plantations contribute to economic growth, sustainable forest management, biodiversity
conservation and carbon sequestration and require a more comprehensive and balanced approach that
considers the long-term ecological, social and economic impacts. The influence of Indigenous Forest
Communities (IFCs) on industrial tree plantation development, management, and sustainability in Papua
New Guinea (PNG) is not well understood. This study examines the social and cultural influences of IFCs
in the Bulolo Wau Industrial Tree Plantation (BWITP) within two districts involving the development,
management and sustenance of one of Papua New Guinea’s only sustainable industrial tree plantations
to date. A social survey using the ethnographic methodology was employed to gather data in the target areas.

Data was collected via a questionnaire and analysed by the SPSS software package. The results
indicated that IFCs in the target areas do have a significant influence on the sustainability of the
BWITP’s management, development and sustenance. The results can be used by the PNG Forest
Authority to develop management plans, policies and strategies to replicate such plantations elsewhere
around the country.

UPNG Annual Attitude Survey
Anna Kapil, Lecturer, Division of Economics, University of Papua New Guinea, Prof Stephen
Howes, Director, Development Policy Centre, Australian National University

This presentation will cover the second UPNG student Annual Attitude Survey. The first one was
presented by Kelly Samof and Stephen Howes at the 2024 PNG Update. The data for the second one
has already been collected and will be analysed in time for the 2025 Update.



2A: Environmental sustainability and climate change panel -Improving water
governance in PNG

Dr Safa Fanaian, Researcher, International Water Management Institute, Assoc Prof Grant
Walton, ANU, Reichert Jonathan Thanda, National Coordinator, WASH Project Management
Unit, PNG Department of National Planning, Maino Virobo, Director of Policy, PNG
Conservation and Environment Protection Authority, Turea Wickham, WASH Coordinator,
World Vision, Simon Wanga, National Program Coordinator, Water Aid

Papua New Guinea faces persistent water and sanitation challenges, with only 50% of the population
accessing basic drinking water and just 19% accessing basic sanitation (Joint Monitoring Program,
2023). To address these challenges, the Government of Papua New Guinea has piloted District Water,
Sanitation and Hygiene (WaSH) Committees (DWCs) to strengthen the coordination and delivery of
WaSH projects. While there are plans to roll out these committees across the country, little is known
about their performance, who they include or exclude, and how they can be improved.

To answer these questions, this panel will reflect on findings from the Improving Water Governance

in PNG research report, which was funded by the Australian Centre for International Agricultural
Research (ACIAR) and undertaken through a partnership between WaterAid, World Vision and the
Australian National University’s Development Policy Centre. The research examined water networks
and the challenges of improving water governance and use by interviewing 147 key stakeholders,
including rural water users, government officials, donors, civil society organisations and donors. While
respondents were optimistic about recent policy reform, the study highlights key challenges inhibiting
the delivery of WaSH; these included governance bottlenecks, over-reliance on NGOs, weak political
engagement, and the exclusion of women and youth from decision-making. The recommendations from
the report are developed based on this research as well as from an additional workshop with policy
makers who reflected on how the findings can practically influence policy and practice.

The session will start with a brief overview of the research findings presented by Dr Safa Fanaian,
followed discussion facilitated by Associate Professor Grant Walton. Panellists from national,
provincial and district government, along with civil society, will reflect on the findings and engage in a
dialogue on strengthening inclusive water governance.

The facilitated discussion will consider vital questions such as:

- How can challenges around resourcing and funding WaSH project be overcome?

- What are the best ways to involve excluded and marginalised groups in the management and delivery
of WaSH projects?

- How should policy makers respond to the different priorities that men and women have around
WaSH?

- How can external stakeholders, such as donors and international NGOs, better support the WaSH
sector?

- What role can the newly established DWCs play in governing other water resources -such as for
agricultural use?

- What research and analysis is now needed to further improve water governance?

The panel will close with a summary of key recommendations.

2B: Economic development

Transforming PNG Power Ltd: Coordinated reform through the reform trinity
Prof Martin Davies, Professor of Economics, Washington and Lee University

This paper develops a tripartite framework — the reform trinity — for transforming underperforming
state-owned utilities and applies it to Papua New Guinea’s electricity provider, PNG Power Limited
(PPL). Using a stylized principal-agent model, it demonstrates that tariff adequacy, incentive-
compatible governance and credible fiscal discipline are jointly necessary conditions for achieving a
sustainable, high-effort equilibrium. Partial reforms that address only one or two of these policy levers
fail to lift utilities from low-effort, bailout-dependent traps. Applying the framework to PPL reveals



persistent failures across all three pillars, with political interference, tariff suppression and soft budget
constraints reinforcing chronic inefficiency.

Comparative case studies from Nepal and Kenya validate the model’s predictions, showing that
successful reform requires coordinated action across all three levers. The reform trinity thus provides
both an analytical framework and a practical diagnostic tool for policymakers seeking to design
integrated utility reforms, particularly in institutionally fragile or politically constrained environments.
For PNG, escaping the low-performance trap will require coordinated reforms that realign incentives,
ensure cost-recovery pricing and credibly harden budget constraints.

Electrifying Papua New Guinea: Challenges and opportunities for decentralized solar power
Christian Lohberger, President, PNG Solar Energy Association, Prof Martin Davies,
Washington and Lee University

Papua New Guinea faces an electricity access crisis, with only 14% of its population connected to

the grid, and even those with access experiencing unreliable service. Given the prohibitive cost of

grid expansion, decentralized solar power emerges as a viable solution to the country’s electrification
challenges. This paper explores the barriers to centralized electricity expansion, evaluates the potential
and risks associated with decentralized solar adoption, and draws lessons from international case
studies. Key challenges include financial constraints, regulatory uncertainty, infrastructure limitations
and technical capacity gaps. By examining successful off-grid electrification models from Bangladesh,
India, East Africa and the Pacific Islands, the paper identifies critical policy interventions needed

to enhance the sustainability and scalability of decentralized solar solutions in PNG. These include
innovative financing mechanisms, the development of clear regulatory frameworks, the strengthening
of maintenance and service models, and the implementation of effective community engagement
strategies. Ultimately, the findings underscore that while decentralized solar energy offers a cost-
effective and scalable pathway to electrification, addressing the underlying economic, regulatory and
technical barriers is essential to ensuring its long-term success.

Maritime trade and development in Papua New Guinea - Past, present and future trends: an
overview

Dr Arumugam Mourougane, Head of School - Accounting and Finance, IBS University

Papua New Guinea has more than 17,000 km of coastline with 23 ports, of which 15 are under the
management of PNG Port Corporation Ltd. Maritime transport is the best mode of transport, an
affordable and reliable one in PNG. The maritime sector generates employment opportunities and
fosters economic growth, particularly in coastal areas. The National Oceans Policy 2020-2030, PNG
Ports Infrastructure Investment Program and Blue Economy Initiatives are bringing world-class
maritime infrastructure and fisheries sectors to the country. The ports’ performance has significantly
increased in the recent past, 2 out of 15 ports are given 25-year concession agreements to International
Container Terminal Services Inc and the ports’ throughput has sharply increased, vessel turnaround
time drastically reduced by 45% and container handling efficiency also remarkably increased by an
average of 30%. Based on the efficiency and performance, the two ports have been placed in the top
50% of ports in the Oceania Region. The number of seafarers has increased significantly, including the
number of women. The full capacities of the nation’s maritime sector remain largely unrealised owing to
infrastructural constraints, ports’ inefficiencies, poor last-mile connectivity and weak network facilities.
This report will provide an analytical overview of PNG’s maritime trade and development by utilising the
UNCTAD, the World Bank, PNG Port Corporation Ltd., National Economic Indicators, and other reports. It
explores trade volumes, vessel turnaround time, port throughput, transport services, fleet composition
and shipping connectivity, highlighting opportunities for development and areas needing policy
intervention.



2C: Politics and elections - Female representation in politics

Women representation and the formal and informal rules of electoral processes: At 50, where
do we go from here?

Eileen Gobu Bobone, PhD Candidate, Department of Pacific Affairs, Australian National
University

Since 1964, only 12 women have been Members of Parliament. Two were appointed during the
Australian colonial administration of Papua and New Guinea, and ten were successful in getting
elected in the national general elections. Of these 10 women, five are from the Southern Region, two
each from the Momase and New Guinea Islands Regions, and one from the Highlands Region. Since
1972, a total of 743 women candidates have contested national elections, and only 33 of these women
candidates qualify as strong candidates. | use three variables to measure the strength of these women:
their own visibility, their connections to visible men and their performances at the polls in relation

to the electorate averages they contested. Using culture as a framework, this presentation seeks

to answer why half of the women elected to parliament come from the Southern region. Following a
broad discussion of the experience of women candidates and MPs in PNG, the presentation focuses on
the Southern region, and more specifically, the Rigo electorate as a case study to seek explanations.
Quantifying PNG cultural values and norms that inform our social and political behaviors and
epistemology is challenging; as such, qualitative data collected through focus group discussions and
interviews are used to complement more quantitative electoral data on votes cast in elections.

The marginalisation of women in the voting process in the eastern highlands of Papua New
Guinea

Dr Anita Serah Koyangko, Lecturer, University of Goroka

PNG celebrates 50 years of independence this September and yet instead of achieving equal
participation in the political processes, PNG women continue to be marginalised. This paper departs
from focusing on women contesting general elections as the yard stick for measuring women’s
participation in the political process and focuses on women participating in the voting process itself. It
is known that the cultural and structural barriers in the highlands promotes violence and intimidation
as well as “block voting” and clan-based politics. While block voting has been around in several past
elections there is a new trend that is emerging. This paper explicates the new trend of voting up in the
Eastern Highlands where there is normalisation of an undemocratic voting culture. New terms such as
“graun kaikai”, “tanim table” and “number 1 sink lo graun” etc are emerging. These phrases indicate a
new voting trend that is being normalised and becoming dominant in the Eastern Highlands Province.
As a result, Eastern Highlands women are further marginalised and victimised under this new trend of
voting. This paper provides a lens in which this new trend can be understood and analysed. It also points
out the need for a gender sensitive approach in addressing these issues. The lack of the capacity of
relevant government institutions is also a hinderance in seeing the full participation of women in the
voting process.

An analysis of voter’s participation in Papua New Guinea 2022 national general election: The
nature of women'’s participation in Port Moresby Northwest electorate

Issabelle Vilau, Tutor, University of Papua New Guinea

While the democratic system of government and the constitution of Papua New Guinea advocates

for equal electoral participation among men and women, however the latter is mostly disadvantaged.
Understanding the nature of women’s electoral participation, especially when casting a ballot can
help identify existing gaps and provide support to improve women'’s active and equal participation

in the future. The main objective of this qualitative research was to investigate the experiences of
voters during the 2022 National General Election, with specific focus on the nature of female voters’
participation. The study was conducted within the Port Moresby Northwest electorate, with most
participants being females. Data was generated from in-depth semi-structured interviews and
analysed through the lens of thematic analysis. The analysis revealed that voters, particularly female
voters’ participation is influenced by several common factors. First gender inequality has influence on



women’s political activities hindering their active participation. Next, the diverse culture and tradition
in PNG limits opportunities for females to actively participate in the electoral process. Third, electoral
irregularities pose significant risks to females limiting their participation. The finding suggests that
adequate security, advance preparations, updating of the common roll and the introduction of new
systems can improve women'’s future participation in the electoral process.

2D: Social development - Health issues and policy

Impact of water supply and sanitation on diarrhoea prevalence among children under five in
Papua New Guinea: evidence from National Demographic and Health Survey
Kingtau Mambon, Lecturer, University of Papua New Guinea

Diarrhoea remains one of the leading causes of death among children under five in Papua New Guinea.
This study assesses the impact of improved water and sanitation on diarrhoea outcomes among 3,734
under-five children, using nationally representative data from the 2016-2018 PNG Demographic and
Health Survey.

We apply propensity score matching using the Nearest Neighbor algorithm to estimate the causal
effect of household access to improved water and sanitation facilities. Covariates include the child’s
age, sex, maternal education, household wealth, place of residence and region. The results show

that access to improved water reduces the probability of diarrhoea by 4.89 percentage points, while
improved sanitation yields an 8.32 percentage point reduction. When households have access to both
services, the combined effect remains at 8.32 percentage points — an indication that sanitation drives
the overall impact. These effects are statistically significant at the $5\%$ level. We conduct robustness
checks using kernel and radius matching, both of which support the main findings. Sensitivity analysis
using Rosenbaum bounds further confirms that the results are unlikely to be driven by unobserved
confounders.

Our findings offer strong empirical support for expanding access to clean water and sanitation in PNG.
They align directly with the country’s commitments under Sustainable Development Goal 6 and the
Medium-Term Development Plan |V to reduce child mortality and improve population health through
sustainable water and sanitation services.

Why community-led, strengths-based approaches that reflect indigenous knowledges are
significant for health policy and practice in Papua New Guinea 50 years on

Dr Irene Semos, Postdoctoral Research Fellow, ARC Centre of Excellence for Indigenous
Futures, The University of Queensland, Turea Wickham, WASH Coordinator -External
Engagement and Partnerships, World Vision, Papua New Guinea

Strengths-based approaches embedded in community-led health initiatives are a way forward for
Papua New Guinea’s integral human development. Achieving the success of health interventions is
highly likely when foregrounded in the indigenous knowledge and wisdom of managing the local
physical and human environment integrated in modern science and innovation as shown in the research
from PNG, Pasifika and/or white settler indigenous contexts.

The aim of this paper is to critically reflect on the cultural awareness and indigenous knowledges that
are drawn from the relationships engaged with communities and program providers. Despite being
Papua New Guinean, the ethnic origins of ples (village), beliefs, culture and identity are strongly rooted
in how we see, think, live, act and decide as people. These ways of being and knowing are relational and
holistic. Therefore, the nature of partnerships and the dynamics of relationships between communities
and health providers are critical to reflect the learnings of indigenous and cultural ways of knowing.
Such learnings can enrich policy and practice.

Here, we discuss relationship dynamics in the cultural context of health service delivery from our
research and practice. Further, we illuminate how the nuanced dynamics of men and women'’s roles
within PNG’s cultural contexts. Finally, we emphasise the significance of strengths-based approaches
considering communities and their indigenous knowledges.



Using the socio-ecological model to appraise the implementation of Provincial Health
Authority in rural districts of Madang Province, Papua New Guinea

Cathy Pamba, Lecturer, Divine Word University, Dr Gigil Marme, Senior Lecturer and Faculty
Research Coordinator, Divine Word University, Andrew Pus, Head of Department, Divine Word
University, Emelda Ariku, Lecturer, National University of Solomon Islands

The Provincial Health Authority (PHA) model has been in place for two decades to improve rural
healthcare in Papua New Guinea. However, its implementation remains poorly understood. This study
examines the perspectives of health workers and local communities on socio-ecological factors —

such as community involvement, resource allocation, and leadership — that influence the model’s
effectiveness in rural Madang Province. Between June and December 2024, the research engaged 30
participants from three districts in Madang Province using semi-structured interviews, focus group
discussions and field notes. The socio-ecological model provided a framework for analysing key themes
that emerged.

Findings reveal both optimism about the model’s potential and concerns about its limited impact at

the sub-national level. Participants emphasised the need for stronger multisectoral partnerships and
shared resources to enhance service delivery. Challenges include inadequate capacity in rural health
facilities, ineffective community engagement strategies and a restrictive policy framework that hinders
collaboration between the PHA and the District Development Authority. Additionally, fragmented roles
at the sub-national level create further barriers to effective implementation.

Overall, the study highlights critical areas for improvement, particularly in strengthening partnerships,
addressing policy constraints and clarifying responsibilities at different levels of governance.

These insights are essential for refining the PHA model to better meet the healthcare needs of rural
communities in PNG into the future.

2E: Youth

Fostering youth leadership to address gender-based violence in Papua New Guinea: Insights
from emerging champions for change

Rhonda Wohemani, Researcher, Divine Word University, Dr Sabitra Kaphle, Central Queensland
University

Gender-based violence is a pressing public health issue that affects individuals, families, and
communities worldwide. This paper shares insights derived from action research aimed at harnessing
the aspirations of young people in Papua New Guinea to initiate community-based actions against
gender-based violence (GBV). The intervention model, co-designed and implemented with 25 university
students engaged in a series of leadership sessions, was evaluated over six months in 2023. These
“champions for change” developed the confidence to leverage their influence for social transformation
and to empower others in their communities.

The findings underscore the importance of education and awareness initiatives while revealing gaps in
resourcing and support that hinder access to information, services and opportunities for young people
throughout the country. Achieving sustainable development and enhanced gender equality requires
dedicated efforts to improve educational infrastructure, increase teacher training and advocate for
inclusive curricula that respect the diverse cultural and linguistic contexts of PNG.

The study concludes that meaningful participation, collaborative action and targeted advocacy are
essential for addressing critical social issues such as gender inequality, youth marginalisation and
climate change. It highlights the significance of empowering marginalised communities, particularly
women and youth, through access to resources, education and community-based initiatives. The
findings call for transformative programmes and sustained engagement to promote inclusive
development and social change. This should be complemented by broader structural reforms, legal
enforcement and policy interventions to address chronic systemic inequalities.



Evaluating an urban youth employment project in PNG
Dr Lachlan McDonald, Economist, World Bank, Dr Darian Naidoo, Economist, World Bank

The Urban Youth Employment Project Il (UYEP Il) in Papua New Guinea aims to enhance the
employability and income-generating capacity of disadvantaged urban youth. UYEP Il builds on the
success of its predecessor project by providing beneficiaries with a suite of targeted and practical
interventions to improve work-readiness, including as Basic Life Skills Training, subsidised internships
and vocational training courses. This evaluation of UYEP Il, informed by a staggered roll out that

enabled the monitoring of the Project’s “treatment” and “control” groups, sheds light on the nature and
extent of the Project’s impact on youth outcomes six months post-completion.

The survey revealed notable gains in employment outcomes: 37% of participants secured formal sector
jobs, representing a 10 percentage point increase over the control group. Beyond employment, UYEP Il
has also had a positive effect on community safety. Over 80% of community leaders surveyed reported
a decline in youth involvement in illegal activities and an overall improvement in community security
linked to the project. The evaluation will continue to track the long-term impacts on youth employment
and community safety, providing valuable insights for future iterations of the project and informing
broader strategies to support urban youth employment.

Youth and the next 50 years: Shaping the future of Papua New Guinea

Mcdonald Jack, Lecturer, University of Papua New Guinea, Jollanda Mathew, Lecturer,
University of Papua New Guinea, Dr Ponnusamy Manohar, Deputy Executive Dean (Academic
and Student Affairs), University of Papua New Guinea

As Papua New Guinea commemorates 50 years of independence, the significance of its youth becomes
increasingly vital in determining the nation’s path for the next fifty years. According to the United
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), with more than 60% of the population being under 25 years of age,
young people are not just stakeholders but pivotal architects of PNG’s future. This paper examines

the potential, challenges and strategies necessary to empower youth as transformative agents in
national development. Key areas of emphasis include education, employment, innovation, community
engagement, environmental responsibility and digital inclusion.

The research underscores the necessity of addressing current socio-economic issues such as limited
access to quality education, high unemployment rates and insufficient infrastructure through inclusive
policies, skills development and investment in youth-led initiatives. Additionally, traditional values,
cultural identity and community frameworks must be utilized to steer youth empowerment in a
culturally rooted yet progressive direction. This study suggests actionable frameworks for multi-sector
collaboration among government, private sector, civil society and development partners to cultivate

a resilient, educated, and innovative youth demographic. As PNG anticipates the next fifty years, it is
essential that youth take a leading role in policy formulation, economic transformation and sustainable
development to guarantee a prosperous and unified nation.

2F: Tourism

Balancing bets and culture: perceptions of casino tourism in Papua New Guinea at 50 years of
Independence

Dr Joyce Rayel, Head of Tourism and Hospitality Management Division, University of Papua
New Guinea, Imelda Atu, Lecturer, University of Papua New Guinea, Ronald Raka, Lecturer,
University of Papua New Guinea, Kamuna Kipa, Tutor, University of Papua New Guinea, Eki
Kundi, Lecturer, University of Papua New Guinea

This study examines stakeholder perceptions of Port Moresby’s preparedness for casino tourism,

the potential impacts of the Paga Hill Casino Hotel on tourism demand and Papua New Guinea’s
cultural image plus strategies for balanced and sustainable tourism branding. Employing a mixed
methods approach, data were collected from 188 respondents through online survey and from the
interviews conducted with key tourism stakeholders. Quantitative data were analysed using descriptive
statistics, while qualitative responses were processed using thematic and sentiment analysis through



R programming. Results show that stakeholders are generally uncertain about the city’s readiness for
casino tourism, expressing a mix of support and concern. Sentiment analysis of responses to this theme
revealed dominant positive words such as ready, support and success, alongside negative terms like
issues and concerns, reflecting divided opinions.

On the potential impact of casino tourism on PNG’s cultural image, stakeholders acknowledged both
opportunities and risks. Positive sentiment terms like reputation, rich and boost were contrasted by
negative, overshadow and risk, indicating thoughtful optimism. Regarding the impact of the Paga Hill
Casino Hotel on tourism demand and visitor profiles, stakeholders generally agreed that it will influence
travel patterns and spending behaviours. Sentiment analysis revealed strong positive words such as
positive, boost and benefits, with negative, issues and risk appearing less frequently. Finally, to promote
balanced development, coordinated marketing strategies were recommended that align casino tourism
with cultural and ecological experiences. The findings emphasize the importance of inclusive planning,
stakeholder engagement and value-based branding for sustainable tourism growth in PNG.

The influence of psychographic traits, activity preferences and perceived barriers on domestic
tourism demand in Papua New Guinea

Imelda Atu, Lecturer, University of Papua New Guinea, Dr Joyce Rayel, Head of Tourism and
Hospitality Management Division, University of Papua New Guinea, Ronald Raka, Lecturer,
University of Papua New Guinea, Eki Kundi, Lecturer, University of Papua New Guinea, Kamuna
Kipa, Tutor, University of Papua New Guinea

Papua New Guinea’s tourism industry has been driven primarily by international niche markets,
particularly cultural and adventure tourism enthusiasts. However, in line with the Tourism Sector
Development Plan (2022-2026), growing attention is being directed toward strengthening domestic
tourism as a strategy for inclusive and sustainable sector growth, especially in light of PNG’s 50th
anniversary. This study investigates the influence of psychographic traits, activity preferences and
perceived travel barriers on domestic tourism demand. A quantitative research design was employed,
using a structured survey questionnaire administered to domestic travellers across selected provinces.
Psychographic profiling was based on a scale that measured tourist personality traits (psychocentric,
midcentric and allocentric) while activity preferences and perceived constraints were categorised and
rated.

Findings reveal that most domestic tourists in PNG display predominantly psychocentric traits,
preferring safety, familiarity and low-risk activities such as sightseeing and cultural visits. Midcentric
traits were also apparent, reflecting a moderate willingness to explore within comfort zones. Allocentric
traits were least common among the respondents. Among the barriers to domestic travel, safety

and security emerged as the most significant concern, followed by cost-related, infrastructural,

and service-quality matters. This research provides actionable insights in formulating tourism

policies, developing tourism products and designing tourism marketing strategies that align with

the psychological profiles of domestic travellers. Addressing key constraints, particularly safety, is
essential to developing targeted strategies that will stimulate domestic travel demand, complement
international tourism, and contribute to the long-term sustainability of PNG’s tourism sector.

Predicting inbound tourism to Papua New Guinea: Insights from economic, political, and digital
indicators

Kamuna Kipa, Tutor, University of Papua New Guinea, Dr Joyce Rayel, Head of Tourism and
Hospitality Management Division, University of Papua New Guinea

This study looks at how different economic, political, and digital factors influence the number of
tourists visiting Papua New Guinea. Using tourism data from 1995 to 2022, the research aimed to find
the most important factors affecting tourism and to build reliable models to predict future tourist
arrivals from 2025 to 2027. After cleaning and preparing the data, a machine learning model called
Random Forest was used to test how well these factors could predict tourism numbers. The model
worked very well for the years 2017 to 2019, but was less accurate for predicting tourism further into
the future. Still, it was useful for identifying key factors such as online search interest (Google Trends),



government support (tourism funding) and the country’s job situation (unemployment). Political factors
were found to have less effect. To improve long-term predictions, two-time series models: ARIMA and
ARIMAX were also used. These models focus more on patterns in past tourism numbers. ARIMA gave
the most accurate results, achieving about 95.24% accuracy for predictions from 2017 to 2019 and
about 87.64% accuracy for the years 2023 to 2024. ARIMAX included extra variables like the economy
and politics, but did not perform better than ARIMA.

This research shows the value of using both machine learning and time series models to better
understand and predict tourism trends. The results can help tourism planners and government leaders
make better decisions, especially as PNG prepares to celebrate its 50th year of independence.

3A: Politics and elections

Re-engineering Westminster parliamentary democracy in Papua New Guinea: an option for the
direct election of the Prime Minister by the People beyond 50

Dr Mange Matui, Secretary, Constitutional and Law Reform Commission, Xavier Winnia,
Deputy Secretary -Corporate Services, Constitutional and Law Reform Commission

After piloting it in three pre-independence elections to the House of Assembly, Papua New Guinea
formally adopted a Westminster system of constitutional democracy in 1975. Under this system, the
Prime Minister of the country is elected by the people through a political party with the highest number
of declared MPs it endorsed for the general elections. While the Organic Law on Integrity of Political
Parties and Candidates (OLIPPAC) recognizes this decision of the People of PNG and moves to require
the Head of State to invite that party to form a new government, there is a twist under s.142 (2) of

the Constitution to divert the people’s decision and subject it to the decision of the elected MPs in
parliament, creating what we call double-election. In the past 49 years, this double-election model has
fermented on the floor of Parliament an illiberal culture of power mechandization.

Should the people of PNG live with this political undercurrent after 50? This paper discusses the

key recommendation of the Constitutional and Law Reform Commission (CLRC) of PNG, on the 2022
Government directive on the review of the form and system of government in PNG — the direct election
of the Prime Minister by the people — to turn this political tide.

Redesigning election ballot papers to address multiple voting in Papua New Guinea
Dr Olugbenga Ige, Senior Research Fellow and Program Leader, National Security and
International Relations Research Program, PNG National Research Institute

The incidence of multiple voting, a practice where an eligible voter votes in more than one constituency
during the same election, was prevalent during the 2022 National Elections in PNG. In 2014, the

PNG Electoral Commission introduced the voter photo system to address multiple voting in national
elections. Unfortunately, the voter photo roll-out did not solve the issue of double voting, multiple voting
and hijacking of the electoral process by enrolling too many names during the 2022 elections.

Itisin light of these issues that this research redesigned the election ballot papers to address the
incidences of multiple voting in national elections. The research is based on the theory of informal
systems of reciprocity proposed by Walton and Jackson, also known as the wantok system, which
provides important forms of social protection for citizens but can also lead to misallocation of state
resources and widespread corruption. The Generic Ballot Papers used during the 2022 National
General Elections for the Open Electorate of Aitape-Lumi and Provincial Electorate of West Sepik were
redesigned to accommodate the fingerprints of voters. These redesigned Generic Ballot Papers were
taken to selected communities to pilot test their suitability for the 2027 National Elections. The results
of the field-based test were used to further improve the redesigned ballot papers to enhance the
integrity of the 2027 National Elections.



3B: Dialogues for peace: Is there a need for a national peace strategy?

Emeritus Prof Sinclair Dinnen, Australian National University, Associate Prof Miranda Forsyth,
Australian National University, Dr Bomai Witne, University of Goroka, Gabriel Kuman, Lecturer,
Divine Word University, William Kipongi, Research Officer, PNG National Research Institute
Intergroup conflict continues to be a scourge in many parts of PNG, destroying lives, families and
entire communities and undermining social and economic development. Levels of violence and
destruction arising from these local conflicts appears to be increasing in many areas. While official
responses typically involve “law and order” interventions based on the use of force by state security
actors,

our focus in this panel is on creating space to identify and nurture the conditions needed to support
positive peace in conflict-affected areas that is lasting and sustainable. While acknowledging the
requirement for more effective policing and justice responses, our panel will discuss the critical need
for also focusing on peacebuilding and different mechanisms that can help affected communities
move forward in a positive and inclusive manner. In this regard, PNG has significant social and cultural
capital that can be drawn upon in peacebuilding strategies. A practical starting point would include
the possibility of a series of peace dialogues and the formulation of a national peace strategy.

The panel will address a variety of topics, including the dynamics of violence and peacemaking in PNG
today, highlighting existing resources and positive examples of peacebuilding being utilised in
different parts the country, and discussing the lessons from successful peacebuilding processes,
including in Bougainville, as well as the prospects for adapting and scaling these up to meet the range
of contemporary challenges of order.

3C: Socio-Economic monitoring panel - Real-time socio-economic monitoring

Dr Darian Naidoo, Economist, World Bank, Barry Lei, Manager -Price Statistics, National
Statistics Office, Bobby Kunda, Economics Lecturer, University of Papua New Guinea,
Kingtau Mambon, Economics Lecturer, University of Papua New Guinea

Real time monitoring involves the continuous and systematic collection, analysis, and dissemination
of data on socio-economic indicators and development interventions. Our panel will explore several
innovative use cases including:

1) Monitoring water access and water security using the World Bank’s High Frequency Phone Survey
(HFPS) monthly data collection;

2) The National Statistical Office’s launch of monthly Consumer Price Index data collection in Port
Moresby, enhancing the timeliness of a key economic indicator; and

3) An evaluation of price changes from GST modifications, providing direct evidence from impacted
households, drawing on a range of price data sources. This panel promises to offer a comprehensive
view of how real-time data can drive more dynamic and informed decision-making.

3D: Tertiary education and research

Japanese Anthropologists in Papua New Guinea over 50 years
Prof Jun Baba, Wako University

Japan established diplomatic relations with Papua New Guinea upon its independence and has since
been deeply involved in both the political and economic spheres. As a form of Japanese aid, JICA
volunteers are well recognised by the local people in PNG. At the same time, it should not be overlooked
that many Japanese researchers have also conducted anthropological studies in Papua New Guinea.
Over the last 50 years, research results have steadily accumulated in both quality and quantity, rivalling
Euro-American scholarship. Works available in English only represent the tip of the iceberg. As a
contribution to the memorial year, this presentation aims to review the past 50 years of anthropological
research on PNG conducted by Japanese scholars and look to the future. Japanese research on PNG
began with a small number of scholars in the 1960s and from the 1990s onward, there has been not
only qualitative enrichment but also quantitative expansion. As a result, Japanese researchers have



conducted fieldwork in nearly all provinces in PNG. Their research topics are remarkably diverse,
ranging from socio-cultural to ecological and physical fields. It is common for a scholar to explore

a variety of topics. Though PNG’s inherent attractiveness is the main driver, | point out that national
policies regarding graduate school in Japan have also played a role in this expansion. Considering the
contemporary situation, however, the future does not allow much optimism for growth in scholarship.

Fifty years of scholarship: A cross-sectoral analysis of theses and dissertations by Papua New
Guinean scholars, 1975-2025

Dr Leontine Baje, Co-Founder and Program Director, Papua New Guinea Research Outreach
Inc, Gabriel Baje, Volunteer website developer and database manager, Papua New Guinea
Research Outreach Inc, Rodney Itaki, Co-Founder, Papua New Guinea Research Outreach Inc

Papua New Guinean scholarly output reflects the country’s knowledge-building capacity through
research. This study compiled and analysed over 500 postgraduate and undergraduate theses and
dissertations authored by Papua New Guinean scholars since independence, spanning all major
sectors. Findings based on publicly accessible information and keyword searches in online repositories
and university libraries show that 51% of the research is in the social sciences, 25% in STEM fields, 13%
in health sciences, 6% in the humanities, and 4% in law.

Trends in the location and institution of study, along with patterns within and across sectors over

time, are examined to provide insight into the focus and tendencies of research undertaken by Papua
New Guinean scholars. The general lack of first-author journal publications by Papua New Guineans
underscores the significance of these theses and dissertations as foundational records of scholarly
thought and intellectual development from a national perspective. Beyond illustrating research
capacity, this study forms the basis for a central database of national scholarly work that can serve as:
(1) a development indicator for higher education and research planning; (2) a reference for assessing
the uptake in policy and practice for evidence based decision making; (3) a learning resource for
students and the public; and (4) a means of increasing visibility for research outputs often overlooked in
traditional academic metrics.

The state of tertiary education in Papua New Guinea: A critical review on the 50th anniversary
of Independence

David Mo, Lecturer, University of Papua New Guinea, Loretta Dilu, University of Papua New
Guinea, Dr Ponnusamy Manohar, Senior Lecturer, University of Papua New Guinea

As Papua New Guinea approaches its 50th independence anniversary in 2025, this paper provides

a critical analysis of the current state of tertiary education in the country, evaluating its progress,
challenges and future opportunities. Since achieving independence in 1975, PNG has expanded

its higher education landscape by establishing universities, colleges and other higher education
institutions to address national development needs. However, according to an Asian Development Bank
report, persistent systemic challenges such as insufficient funding, inadequate infrastructure, a lack
of qualified educators and inconsistent policy implementation continue to impede both quality and
accessibility. This review examines significant milestones achieved over the last fifty years, including the
founding of universities and other higher education institutions. Particular attention is given to reforms
designed to align educational outcomes with labor market needs. Despite these initiatives, enrolment
figures remain low, particularly among women and rural communities, while the employability of
graduates is hindered by misalignments between academic programs and industry expectations.

Furthermore, political instability and economic constraints have exacerbated systemic inefficiencies,
limiting research productivity and weakening international partnerships. This paper contends that
although PNG’s tertiary education system has made progress in developing human capital, persistent
disparities and governance challenges continue to undermine its ability to support sustainable
development. Recommended measures include increasing public and private investment, strengthening
collaboration with regional and global partners, and implementing policy reforms to enhance equity,
quality and relevance. As PNG prepares for the next fifty years, revitalising its tertiary education system
will empower its citizens and promote long-term socio-economic progress.



3E: School education

Students’ perceptions of the classroom learning environment in Biology and Mathematics: A
case study of secondary and National Schools of Excellence in Papua New Guinea

Peter Nasale, Student, Curtin University, Kenny Pawa Ambiasi, Student, Curtin University,
Priscilla Tohaka-Nott, Student, Curtin University, Selina Kangei, Student, Curtin University,
Junior Mena, Student, Curtin University, David Wanibi, Student, Curtin University

This working paper explores how students in PNG perceive their classroom learning environments in
biology and mathematics. As the country pushes forward with its STEM education reforms, especially
through the National Schools of Excellence, it becomes crucial to understand what learning looks and
feels like from the students’ perspective. While much of the national conversation around education
focuses on curriculum and resources, less attention has been given to the classroom climate, how
students experience their interactions with teachers, peers, and learning tasks. The study used the
widely-trusted What Is Happening In This Class? questionnaire was used to gather input from 420 Grade
11 and 12 students across six schools in Papua New Guinea. The sample includes National Schools of
Excellence and regular secondary schools, allowing for meaningful comparisons between different
classroom settings. A quantitative approach will be used, and the data will be analysed using SPSS to
look at key areas such as teacher support, student involvement, equity and how well students feel they
connect with their peers.

More than just numbers, this study hopes to reflect the real voices of students, what they notice,

what they feel and what helps them learn. The aim is to use their insights to help build more inclusive,
motivating, and supportive learning spaces, especially in core STEM areas like biology and mathematics.
The findings will be valuable to educators, school leaders and policymakers looking to strengthen
teaching practice and ensure that reforms in PNG education are responsive to classroom realities.

School Based Assessment - A pathway to improve teaching and learning in Papua New Guinea
Giles Waken, Senior Assessment Officer, Measurement Service Division, Papua New Guinea
National Department of Education; Silas Kombeo, Senior MERLA Coordinator, Abt Global and
Catherine Johnston, Education Specialist, Abt Global

“The key features of effective learning environments are that they create student engagement and allow
teachers and learners to ensure learning is proceeding in the intended direction. The only way to do this is
through assessment. That is why assessment is, the bridge between teaching and learning.”

-Dylan Wiliam

Our past: prior to the 2003 curriculum reform in Papua New Guinea, assessment focused on high-

stakes national exams at Grades 8, 10, and 12. Although outcomes-based education and the 2015 shift
to standards-based education changed pedagogical approaches, assessment remained centered on
summative examinations. School-based assessment, though widely recognised as essential to effective
teaching and learning, remained underutilised and peripheral — prompting concern within the National
Department of Education (NDoE). Our present: the National Education Plan 2020-2029 calls for a
standardised, sustainable model of school-based assessment framed around policy and implementation
guidance to reform classroom teaching practice. Concurrently, the ministry plans to phase out Grade 8
and 10 exams to reduce student attrition and improve access to Grade 12. As noted by Dr. Kombra, NDoE
Secretary, explained: “These examinations will be replaced by a standards-based assessment system...
awarding certificates of achievement but not for selection into Grade 9 or 11. Our future: a national study
led by the NDoE’s Measurement Services Division represents a foundational step toward a school-based
assessment framework. It explores current practices and teacher needs, informing future updates to
national policy. This presentation shares key findings, recommendations and directions for enhancing
assessment to better support student learning.



An investigation into the current infrastructure capacity of remote Jimi Secondary School in
Jiwaka Province, Papua New Guinea and its impact on grade 12 students’ enrolment

Rex Kupil, Lecturer in Human Resource Management, University of Papua New Guinea

The study aims to examine the current infrastructure capacities of a school since its inception and with the
introduction of the Tuition Fee Free (TFF) Policy by the Papua New Guinea government in 2012 including
implications towards education quality.

Insufficient capacity in infrastructures affected the student’s enrolments specifically the grade 12

student population which decreased significantly in 2024. The study further identifies other contributing
factors. The methodology of the study was a mixed method consisting of both qualitative and quantitative
approaches. Interviews and observations with non-random convenience sampling was used to collect
information from different stakeholders of the school with provincial educational authorities using
straightforward methods in presenting data. The research showed that 90% of the initial infrastructure
capacity was the same and the TFF policy funding was not adequate to build new and maintain much-
needed infrastructure. Other factors such as deteriorating road conditions had been a major barrier to the
school’s operations over the years so management concentrated more on the operations. Recently the road
conditions have improved dramatically, however, the school changed status to a secondary school which
now requires more specific infrastructure capacity. As few of the other funding and the school initiatives in
infrastructures capacity development using the TFF policy funding were yet to reach completion and that
would probably change the status quo, improving quality education in the school in the future.

Rethinking basic education delivery in PNG: Strengthening local governance and community
ownership after 50 Years of Independence

Hafford Norea, Researcher, PNG National Research Institute

As Papua New Guinea celebrates 50 years of independence, this research looks back at the nation’s
achievement in basic education, specifically the Tuition Fee-Free (TFF) policy and its implementation at
the ground level. The study was conducted in East Sepik and Morobe provinces. This research identifies
how the TFF, although a helpful program, tends to fail when not based on local realities. Through a
mixed-methods approach, the research collected views from 25 head teachers, 310 teachers, and 2,256
students, field visits and observations. Although the TFF policy has boosted student enrolment, most of
the schools still face severe challenges such as overcrowded, delayed funding, insufficient resources and
poor community-school relations. Teachers are significantly overworked, students travel long distances to
school and face insecurity, and most of the communities are not engaged in education planning.

After 50 years of independence, it is time to rethink how we govern education in PNG. This study

argues for a shift towards decolonized and community-based models of education, where local leaders,
parents and schools work together to shape learning in a way that reflects PNG’s diverse cultures and
development priorities. Strengthening local governance, valuing indigenous knowledge and raising
accountability can help create an education system that truly supports PNG’s future. This study aims to
offer a timely contribution to national policy thinking and guidance as the nation moves towards its next
50 years, with a challenge to develop an education system that is not just open but owned, understood
and led by Papua New Guineans.

3F: Technology and digital development

Digital Financial Technology and its impact on Financial Sector Depth in the Pacific Island
Countries

Meson Tumsok, Senior Research Analyst, Bank of Papua New Guinea, Brent Jamma, Research
Analyst, Bank of Papua New Guinea, Gordon Kapak, Senior Research Analyst, Bank of Papua
New Guinea

This paper attempts to establish the relationship between the adoption of digital financial technology
and financial sector depth in the Pacific Island Countries (PICs). Using an unbalanced panel data from
10 PICs, including PNG from 2004 to 2022, and the employment of the fixed-effects technique, the
study found that adoption of digital financial technology has positive impact on the deepening and



development of financial sector in the Pacific. In particular, mobile connectivity and the ATM density
have a positive and significant influence on the private sector credit extended by the banks (as share
of GDP), a key proxy for financial system deepening. However, the study found that internet usage

is statistically insignificant in explaining changes in the private sector credit. Institutional quality, a
control variable, has a positive and significant effect on private sector credit. The use of broad money
(as share of GDP), as proxy for financial system deepening also show similar results, especially for
digital financial technology measures. Other economic determinants of control variables such as trade
openness and GNI per capita show mixed results.

Accounting Education in Papua New Guinea: Advancing Industry Readiness in the Digital Era
Dr Suresh Babu Nagarajan, PGS Convenor, Senior Lecturer, University of Papua New Guinea,

Dr Sheik Kamaludeen Zahirudeen, ICT Manager, Zap Group of Companies, Benedicta Mellam,
Lecturer, University of Papua New Guinea, Lucy Kerua, Lecturer, University of Papua New Guinea

As Papua New Guinea celebrates its 50th anniversary, the nation’s economic and technological
evolution highlights the critical role of accounting education in shaping industry-ready professionals.
This study examines the current state of accounting education in PNG, focusing on its alighment with
industry needs amidst rapid digital transformation. It explores how academic programs can integrate
technological advancements, such as digital accounting tools, Al and blockchain, to equip students
with the skills required in the modern financial landscape.

Through a mixed-methods approach involving surveys and interviews with students, educators and
employers, the research identifies gaps between academic curricula and the practical demands of
industry. Particular attention is given to the incorporation of digital tools and methodologies into
teaching and learning, as well as the readiness of academic institutions to embrace technology-
driven changes. The study also contextualizes these findings within PNG’s golden jubilee celebrations,
reflecting on the progress made in accounting education over the past five decades while identifying
pathways for future growth.

By emphasising digital literacy, curriculum reform and strengthened industry-academia collaboration,
this research aims to bridge the gap between academia and industry. The outcomes will not only ensure
the production of industry-ready graduates but also position PNG’s accounting education system as a
catalyst for economic innovation and sustainability in the digital age.

Governance issues related to digitalization of service delivery in Papua New Guinea

Prof Lekshmi Pillai, Acting Pro-Vice Chancellor (Planning, Development and Industrial
Relations), University of Papua New Guinea, Albert C Mellam, Senior Academic and
Management Consultant, University of Papua New Guinea, Dr Suresh Babu Nagarajan, Senior
Lecturer, University of Papua New Guinea, Benedicta Mellam, Lecturer, University of Papua
New Guinea, Molly Yokko, MEPP student and SBPP Librarian, UPNG

Papua New Guinea is characterised by one of the world’s most challenging terrains, dense forests and
numerous remote islands. These geographical conditions pose challenges for delivery of essential
services. In response to these challenges, the Government of PNG has recently initiated efforts to
digitalize selected government functions, aligning with one of the key goals of the Medium-Term
Development Plan IV.

While the digitalization of service delivery holds great promise for enhancing public administration and
accessibility, the transition also presents significant governance issues and implementation challenges.
This study aims to: identify the key governance issues associated with the digitalization of service
delivery in PNG; assess the impact of these governance challenges on the efficiency and effectiveness
of digital services; evaluate existing policies and strategies that address these issues; and propose
practical recommendations to strengthen governance frameworks and improve the implementation

of digital services. For the study, qualitative data will be gathered through semi-structured interviews
and focus group discussions with key stakeholders. Further, quantitative data will be collected through
structured questionnaires. The data will be analysed to identify patterns and correlations between
governance factors and service delivery outcomes. The expected outcomes of this study include a
comprehensive understanding of governance issues related to digitalization in PNG, insights into their



impact on service delivery, an evaluation of current practices, and actionable recommendations for
policy and governance improvement. This research will also contribute to the broader discourse on
digital governance and the development of regulatory frameworks for effective and inclusive service
delivery in PNG.

Reimagining rural healthcare: Exploring mobile health usage Among the Siu community in
Finschhafen District, Papua New Guinea

Joana Maeoka, Bachelor of Nursing student, Pacific Adventist University

As Papua New Guinea reflects on fifty years of independence, disparities in rural healthcare access
remain a pressing concern. This qualitative study explores the use of mobile health (mHealth)
technologies in Siu Village, Finschhafen District, Morobe Province, to understand how mobile phones
can bridge gaps in health service delivery in remote communities. Conducted through a focus group
discussion with relocated Siu community members in Nine-Mile settlement, Port Moresby, the research
examined awareness, barriers and community perceptions of mHealth.

Thematic analysis revealed four core themes: limited awareness of mHealth services beyond
emergency hotlines; heavy reliance on a single emergency service line; significant challenges due
to digital illiteracy and poor network infrastructure; and promising opportunities for future mHealth
expansion. While villagers primarily trust and depend on the emergency mobile service line, findings
highlight untapped potential for broader mHealth use to improve healthcare coverage.

The study underscores the urgent need for policy-driven infrastructure improvements, digital health
literacy programs and community-inclusive design of mHealth interventions. These insights not only
shed light on the health sector reform but also align with PNG’s Sustainable Development Goals and
national digital health strategies. As PNG looks to its future, mHealth stands as a transformative tool
for equitable healthcare — enabling the nation to deliver on the promise of universal health coverage,
even in its most remote corners.

4A: Government and accountability panel - Political will and anti-corruption
reform: Where to now?

Thomas Eluh, Acting Commissioner, PNG Independent Commission Against Corruption,
Assoc Prof Grant Walton, Development Policy Centre and Crawford School of Public

Policy, Australian National University, Rebecca Pealiwan Koralyo, Programme Officer - Anti
Corruption, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, Wallis Yakam, Executive Officer,
Consultative and Implementation Monitoring Council, Michael Kabuni, PhD Candidate,
Australian National University

The past few years have seen PNG introduce arguably the most far-reaching anti-corruption reforms
in the country’s history. Since 2019, the government has established a commission of inquiry into the
controversial loan from Swiss Bank UBS as well as a parliamentary committee into corruption in the
health sector, whistle-blower legislation has passed, plans to address corruption have been released,
and the government has established a new Independent Commission Against Corruption. However,
many are still concerned about the effectiveness of these reforms.

Drawing on insights from academia and policymakers, this panel will reflect on these reforms and the
nature of political will in PNG to address corruption. To do so, the panel will feature research
conducted in 2024 with anti-corruption and anti-money laundering reformers conducted by Grant
Walton and Michael Kabuni. These presentations will provide new insights into the opportunities and
limitations of recent reforms. Presentations will be followed by a response from the panel.

Following these presentations, the chair will facilitate a Q&A session, including questions such as:

1. Where should anti-corruption efforts now focus?

2.In whose interests does the current situation serve?

3. How can policymakers build political will to address corruption in PNG?

4. In what ways can Papua New Guinean cultural practices and traditions shape anti-corruption
policies?

The audience will have the opportunity to ask questions of the panel.



4B: PNG economy - Macroeconomics

Fiscal policy in Papua New Guinea: a longer term view

Alyssa Leng, Research Officer, Development Policy Centre, Australian National University,
David Poka, Lecturer, University of Papua New Guinea, Anna Kapil, Lecturer, University of
Papua New Guinea

Fiscal policy can smooth fluctuations in economic output and employment, facilitate the provision of
public goods and potentially drive long-run economic growth through supply-side policies. However, we
show that fiscal policy in Papua New Guinea has been mostly procyclical rather than countercyclical,
and that while government expenditure on service delivery and other areas has risen, development
outcomes have not always improved commensurately. Using budget and other economic data, we
illustrate key fiscal constraints in PNG, including the volatility of resource revenue, declining revenue
in real terms from other major tax sources and high interest payments. Finally, we discuss the fiscal
outlook going forward in terms of proposed policies, fiscal consolidation and the current IMF program.

Effectiveness of sterilization policy in Papua New Guinea
Dr Thomas Wangi, Senior Research Fellow, National Research Institute

The central bank uses sterilization policy to mitigate the monetary effects of foreign capital inflows in
PNG. The effectiveness of the policy depends not only on the conduct of open market operations, but
also on the raising of the cash reserve requirement. Thus, this paper estimates the sterilization and
non-sterilization coefficients by using the monetary policy reaction and money supply functions. The
empirical analysis uses quarterly data from March 1998 to December 2020 under the 2SLS framework.
The estimated coefficients indicate that the central bank highly sterilizes the monetary effects of
foreign capital inflows. However, the intensity of sterilization is not perfect through the implementation
of both monetary policy instruments. Hence, the unsterilized reserves positively influence the monetary
base and money supply in the domestic economy. Furthermore, the findings establish that the open
market operations are more effective than the cash reserve requirement regarding the success of
monetary sterilization in PNG. The study suggests that in order to effectively manage the monetary
effects of capital inflows, the central bank may consider other policy option such as fiscal tightening
and capital controls.

The transitory and temporary effects of exchange rate in Papua New Guinea
Solomon Kasingu, Researcher, Bank of Papua New Guinea

The paper aims to establish the temporary and transitory effects of the exchange rate in Papua

New Guinea. PNG is a small open economy, and most mining and hydrocarbon export receipts are

held offshore as part of the project development agreements (PDA) and for investment purposes.

With limited non-mineral receipts and high import-dependent payments, managing exchange rate

and inflationary pressures is an inevitable challenge for the Central Bank. Whether its reaction
functions effectively transmit to maintain price stability is debatable. The variable of interest is the
Real Effective Exchange Rate (REER), along with other endogenous variables: the real interest rate,
non-mineral export volumes, broad money, inflation and the output gap. The quarterly sample is from
2000 Q1 to 2022 Q4. A structural vector autoregressive (SVAR) approach is used to investigate the
dynamic effects of the exchange rate shock and its contemporaneous effects on these macroeconomic
variables. The results show that the inflation response to exchange rate shock is significant after 12
months and explains 5.1 percent of the inflation. The real interest rate response to the exchange rate
shock is significant and forward-looking, showing the monetary policy stance to mitigate inflationary
pressures. The results show that the real interest rate response to exchange rate shock is significant
after 9 months and explains 5.5 percent of the real interest rate. The responses of non-mineral exports,
broad money, and real growth are insignificant. This research adds valuable features to the evolving
characteristics of the exchange rate, inflation and the real interest rate in PNG.



Proposing and testing a quarterly GDP series for Papua New Guinea
Rubayat Chowdhury, Research Officer, Australian National University

The availability of quarterly Gross Domestic Product (GDP) data limits empirical research on Pacific
Island Countries (PICs). Samoa is the only PIC that currently reports quarterly GDP and the relatively
shortperiod of data collection prevents a robust time series analysis. This paper proposes a quarterly
GDP measure for Papua New Guinea (PNG), the largest economy in the Pacific Islands. Existing
literature on PNG relies on statistical transformations, such as those proposed by Chow and Lin
(1971), to interpolate quarterly GDP from annual figures. However, such statistical methods ignore
the underlying economic structure and may lead to misleading interpretations of macroeconomic
relationships.

This study constructs quarterly GDP for PNG from 1997 to 2023, utilising key economic indicators,
such as sectoral employment indices and resource sector exports. It then evaluates the empirical
performance of the constructed GDP using a Structural Vector Autoregression model. The results
indicate that the constructed GDP outperforms the statistically interpolated GDP in explaining
responses to macroeconomic shocks. The findings also show that non-resource GDP better captures
PNG'’s business cycles than total GDP.

4C: Infrastructure development

Papua New Guinea at 50: Navigating the past, present, and future of our ports
Judah Wamamberi, Inspection and Enforcement Officer, PNG Ports Corporation Limited

As Papua New Guinea marks 50 years of independence, its ports stand as vital gateways that have
shaped the nation’s economic, social and cultural development. This presentation explores the
evolution of PNG’s ports — from their colonial foundations to their present role as critical hubs for
trade, connectivity and regional integration. It reflects on the challenges faced, including infrastructure
constraints, regulatory frameworks and environmental sustainability, while highlighting ongoing efforts
to modernize port facilities and improve maritime governance.

Looking ahead, the future of PNG’s ports is envisioned through the lens of innovation, climate resilience
and community engagement, ensuring that these strategic assets continue to support national growth,
regional trade and sustainable development goals. This analysis underscores the importance of ports
not just as points of entry and exit, but as dynamic engines of opportunity that will propel PNG forward
into its next 50 years.

Proposing low head gravitational vortex hydro technology for powering rural communities of
Papua New Guinea

Nosare Maika, PhD Candidate, James Cook University, Prof Wenxian Lin, James Cook
University, Mehdi Khatamifar, Senior Lecturer, James Cook University

Papua New Guinea is the largest country in the South Pacific with one of the world’s lowest electricity
connectivity rates of 15%. The total installed power is 500MW and 50% is extracted from hydro power
systems. The PNG government intends to connect electricity to 70% of its citizens’ residences by 2030.
The rural communities make up 80% of the total population and mostly live in remote mountainous
regions devoid of electricity another basic government services.

In this paper, a technical solution is being proposed based on the result of the current PhD research
work. The proposed technology is a micro hydro power technology known as a Gravitational Water
Vortex Power System. It consists of inlet and outlet water channels, a cylindrical basin and a vortex
axial turbine. Water enters the basin at the inlet by gravity and exits at the bottom outlet. The movement
causes vortex water movement which turns the turbine blades to produce electricity. Numerical
investigation was carried out on scaled computational models using Ansys Fluent to examine the
performance of a gravitational vortex power system with a cylindrical basin and a 5-bladed curved axial
turbine. It was studied in terms of the velocity flow field and power output under varying vortex pool
conditions. The study showed that for an outlet diameter of 0.18 m at 80 revolutions per minute, the
maximum power output for the cylindrical basin of 42W and efficiency of 60% were achieved.



The effectiveness of monitoring and evaluation methods in improving performance of
infrastructure projects: case studies of government and donor funded road projects in Papua
New Guinea

Evelyn Sarut, Senior Monitoring and Evaluation Officer, National Department of Works and
Highways

This study investigates the challenges and root causes associated with the effectiveness of monitoring
and evaluation (M&E) practices in the performance of public sector road projects in Papua New Guinea
by comparing them with the private sector M&E practices. The main objective is to understand why
M&E in the public sector lags behind and how it can be improved. To this end, two distinct road studies
were conducted — one from the private sector and another from the public sector — to assess the

M&E systems and outcomes. Through rigorous analysis, the study uncovers the primary issues in the
public sector’s M&E practices for road projects, highlighting factors such as resource constraints,
bureaucracy, accountability and stakeholder engagement as potential root causes.

To address these challenges and pave the way forward, the study explores the practice of Monitoring,
Evaluation and Learning (MEL). Emphasizing continuous learning and adaptation based on evaluation
results, MEL presents an alternative approach to the traditional M&E system. By integrating MEL
principles, the public sector can enhance its M&E practices and overcome the identified root causes.
The findings of this research contribute invaluable insights into the improvement of M&E in the public
sector, especially concerning road projects. The study’s recommendations offer a pathway and catalyst
to establish a more effective M&E framework, leading to better-informed decision-making, enhanced
project outcomes, and ultimately, more sustainable and successful road projects in the future. This
research provides invaluable empirical results and insights for policymakers, project managers and
development partners involved in infrastructure projects in PNG.

The role of the hybrid markets and local responses implemented to address safety issues
Wilma Langa, PhD Candidate, Queensland University of Technology

Hybrid markets are an important mainstay of urban residents in Papua New Guinea. They are important
income-generating spaces that cater to the needs of urban population who face difficulty in making
ends meet and securing formal employment. The urban population who resides in the urban settlement
communities rely on informal market activities to support their urban livelihoods.

However, despite the important role they play in enabling urban vendors to conduct market activities
to support themselves and their families, they are often perceived from the deficit model which they
perceive as lacking capacities to address social issues. Informal urban market spaces are central
and diverse spaces consisting of vendors from different parts of PNG who gather and bring together
indigenous value systems of relational reciprocity and respect and social practices of sharing

and exchanges resulting in developing social network links and maintaining and strengthening
relationships. Social networks and relationships are harnessed to increase safety provisions in the
urban informal market.

The study uses the arts-based methodology of photo voice and participatory creative mapping, focus
group discussions, and interviews to make apparent resilient stories of market vendors about the

role of the hybrid market in creating local actions and responses to address safety issues. This study
demonstrates that despite the deficit perspective about the hybrid market, they offer opportunities
for vendors to harness relational responses and actions to achieve market safety in an urban economic
environment.



4D: Infectious diseases -Impacts and prevention

Knowledge and practices regarding sexual and reproductive health among young university
students in Papua New Guinea: A mixed methods study

Maggie Baigry, Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences, Divine Word
University, Robin Ray, Associate Professor, College of Medicine and Dentistry, Daniel Lindsay,
Senior Research Fellow, Cancer Council Queensland, Professor Angela Kelly-Hanku, Deputy
Head, Asia Pacific Health Program, Kirby Institute, University of New South Wales, Michelle
Redmen-Maclaren, James Cook University

Papua New Guinea has the highest prevalence of cervical cancer globally and one of the highest rates
of sexually transmitted infections (STIs) in the Pacific. Many young unmarried women face unintended
pregnancies, often leading to unsafe terminations. While sexual health education is offered in schools,
its effectiveness is hindered by conservative beliefs, limited resources and poorly trained educators.
There is also a lack of data on the sexual and reproductive health (SRH) knowledge and activities of
university students.

An explanatory sequential mixed methods study design was employed, with quantitative data collected
from PNG tertiary students through an electronic cross-sectional survey. Survey results informed
subsequent qualitative data collection via story-based interviews during anonymous telephone
interviews with purposively sampled participants. A total of 228 students from six universities in

PNG participated, with a median age of 23 years. Most were single, and 66% had engaged in sexual
intercourse.

While participants were generally aware of STIs and contraceptives, they lacked specific knowledge.
Over 85% of sexually active participants did not use condoms regularly, leading to frequent unintended
pregnancies. Key barriers to consistent contraceptive use included embarrassment, insufficient
knowledge and access to SRH services. There is a critical need for appropriate and accessible SRH
interventions and resources in PNG’s tertiary institutions that go beyond awareness-raising to provide
practical, skilled education and promote safer sexual health practices.

Rural realities of COVID-19: Reimagining health communication in Papua New Guinea
Barbara Kepa, PhD Candidate, Queensland University of Technology

COVID-19 presented significant challenges worldwide, yet rural communities in Papua New Guinea
demonstrated resilience, adaptability and self-reliance in navigating the crisis. Despite resource
limitations, communities relied on traditional knowledge, social networks and localised innovations to
manage health risks and food security disruptions. Understanding these lived experiences is essential
for developing effective health communication strategies that are responsive to rural realities. This
study was conducted in two rural communities: Balimo, Western Province and Tari, Hela Province. It
employed a participatory research approach, using photovoice to document the experiences of 16
male and female participants. Their narratives provide insight into how rural communities responded
to health challenges, adapted pandemic protocols, and sustained their well-being through culturally
relevant practices.

Findings highlight that while pandemic measures were difficult to implement due to limited access to
essential services, communities adapted them to align with their lived realities. Healthcare access,
already constrained in remote areas, became a collective effort, with individuals sharing knowledge and
resources. Similarly, disruptions to food security prompted a revival of traditional agricultural practices,
ensuring sustenance. Traditional healing methods, including steaming, herbal infusions and the use

of medicinal plants, played a crucial role in preventative and curative care. Rather than focusing solely
on vulnerabilities, these findings emphasise the agency and resourcefulness of rural communities.
Recognising and integrating these lived experiences into health communication strategies is crucial

for improving crisis preparedness, fostering trust and ensuring that public health interventions are
community-centred, culturally appropriate, and grounded in existing social and knowledge systems.



Male non-involvement in the prevention of parent to child HIV transmission in EHP
Alois Ralai, Lecturer (PNG and International Studies Department), Divine Word University

The prevention of parent to child HIV transmission (PPTCT) program has been proven to be effective in
reducing the risk of HIV infections from parents to infants. The role of men in HIV prevention is pivotal
to changing the course of the epidemic. When men are involved in the program, their knowledge of HIV
increases, their behaviour becomes supportive, they encourage women'’s uptake of PPTCT services to
control paediatric HIV, and their receptiveness to HIV testing increases. Yet, men’s involvement in this
intervention is minimal, resulting in the prevalent of paediatric HIV cases.

This study employed the transformative lens in critical theory is the paradigm and epistemology, with
reflexivity as the ontological stance to investigate the problem. It applied mixed methodology, both
qualitative and quantitative design to collect and collate data. The quantitative data were analysed
using SPSS 16 and Microsoft Excel 2016 whereas the qualitative data were analysed using the
inductive thematic approach.

The overarching factors contributing to male non-involvement in the PPTCT program are cultural
factors, economic factors, social factors, lack of knowledge and institutionalisation of women’s health
services. The social construction of power-over structures where male dominance exists hinder male
involvement in the PPTCT program. The male study participants applied reflexivity and considered
transforming the power-over structures to power from within to cater for transformational change
starting from inside self and outwards. However, the requirement of a holistic approach would support
the transformation for the whole purpose to get more involved in the PPTCT and antenatal services.

Impact of COVID-19 on household nutritional levels among children in the Eastern Highlands
Province of Papua New Guinea: The Comprehensive Health and Epidemiological Surveillance
System (CHESS)

Rebecca Bogarobu Emori, PhD Candidate, University of Wollongong

The COVID-19 pandemic caused widespread changes affecting nutrition and dietary intake through
lockdowns, economic hardships and food supply disruptions. Little is known about COVID-19’s impact
on dietary intake among younger children in Papua New Guinea.

This study examined COVID-19’s impact on nutritional levels of children aged 3-4 years in Eastern
Highlands, PNG. Two cross-sectional surveys were conducted: 2019 pre-COVID (n=399) and 2020
during COVID (n=168) at PNG Institute of Medical Research’'s CHESS surveillance site, in Eastern
Highlands Province. Parents/caregivers reported weekly consumption frequency for four food groups:
grains/roots/tubers; greens/vegetables/vitamin A; fruits/nuts/legumes; and fresh protein. Diet diversity
scores used codes: 0, 1, 2, 3-6, and 7 days. Data analysis used SPSS version 29.

Results included that significant differences in diet diversity occurred between the two periods.

High consumption (3-7 days): Grains/roots/tubers increased from 92.5% to 97.6% (+5.1%). Greens/
vegetables/vitamin A remained stable (93.2% to 94%). Low consumption: Fruits/nuts/legumes
decreased from 52.3% to 40.5% (-11.8%). Fresh protein dropped from 23.3% to 11.9% (-11.4%). to 11.9%
(-11.4%). The conclusion was that COVID-19 caused significant dietary changes in children aged 3-4
years, with both positive and negative nutritional impacts. Ongoing monitoring of child dietary patterns
and nutritional status is crucial to identify long-term pandemic effects and guide effective public health
interventions for PNG.





