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Introduction 

Papua New Guinea is a nation richly endowed with natural resources and 

maritime potential. 

Its geographical location gives it significant strategic importance in Oceania. 

However, the full potential of its maritime trade remains largely untapped due 

to infrastructural limitations, low port activity, and weak transport service 

exports.
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Facts and Figures of Maritime Trade in PNG 
➢Population of approximately 10.39 million 

➢Land area of 452,860 km², 

➢GDP of USD 31.02 billion with a GDP growth rate of 2.68%.

➢PNG Ports Corporation oversight of 15 out of 23 ports 

➢Merchandise trade stood at USD 18.24 billion 

➢exports valued at USD 12.83 billion 

➢imports at USD 5.41 billion, 

➢trade surplus of USD 7.42 billion.
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Maritime Sector Analysis

➢ National Fleet and Ship Types

➢ PNG's national fleet grew by 10.3% in 2023

➢ total carrying capacity of 220,000 DWT 

➢ National Flag: 210 ships. 

➢ Fleet ownership within the country stood at 127,000 DWT. 

➢ Cargo vessels (143,100 DWT), 

➢ Container ships (36,200 DWT) 

➢ Other ship types (31,400 DWT).
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Port Performance & Infrastructure

➢Highlight ICTSI’s 25-year concessions for Lae and Motukea (Port 
Moresby), leading to:

➢45% reduction in vessel turnaround

➢~30% improvement in container handling efficiency

➢Placement in top 50% of Oceania ports 

5



National Oceans Policy (NOP) 2020–2030
➢Policy objectives: 

➢Integrated ocean management, 

➢Sustainable use, 

➢Governance, 

➢Capacity building, 

➢Marine protection 
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Blue Economy Initiatives

➢PNG’s marine area (~1.6 million km²) within the Coral Triangle;

➢under 1% under protection;

➢UNDP exploring Blue Bond & incubation initiatives

➢KPMG-UNDP pilot: Blue Economy Accelerator
 in Kimbe Bay—stimulating sustainable fisheries, 

➢tourism, 

➢women-led enterprises
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Constraints & Connectivity Issues
➢Limited port infrastructure and modernization.

➢Low shipping frequency and vessel diversity.

➢Absence of domestic shipbuilding and recycling facilities.

➢Poor performance in transport services exports.

➢Lack of other mode of transport facilities, 

➢High cost air connectivity, 

➢Poor last-mile access hinder sector growth
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Development Opportunities & Recommendations

➢Strengthen NOP governance with central oversight body

➢Expand Blue Economy initiatives via public–private 

partnerships 

➢Enhance port connectivity and ICT-driven efficiency

➢Increase protection of marine ecosystems

➢Enhancing liner shipping connectivity with regional partners 
like Australia and Indonesia.

➢Developing maritime education and seafarer training programs 
to improve labor contribution to global shipping.
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Summary & Takeaways

➢Maritime transport: economic lifeline for PNG

➢Infrastructure and policy transforming port performance

➢Blue Economy and NOP hold promise—but need stronger 

implementation

➢Connectivity gaps remain critical hurdles
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Questions & Discussion

The floor is open for deliberation and interaction.  
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Thank You 
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