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1.0 Introduction

The phrase “Youth and the Next 50 Years: Refers to a central theme of PNG 50th Independence
anniversary focusing on how young people can steer the country’s next half-century.

* PNG celebrates 50 years of independence — 1975 - 2025

- Growing youth population - Young people under the age of 25 constitute approximately
55%0 of the population, which translates to around 7.3 million people. This demographic group

is often referred to as a ""youth bulge" due to its significant size relative to the overall
population.

* Youth as key to national development.
« Exploring youth's role in the next 50 years.

Thought of Global Leaders on Youth and the Next 50 Years: Shaping the Future.

* Young people are the architects of their future. The decisions they make today shape the
world they will live in tomorrow.- Ban Ki-moon, former UN Secretary-General

« The youth of today are the leaders of tomorrow. - Nelson Mandela

« \We are the first generation to feel the effect of climate change and the last generation who
can do something about it. - Barack Obama

« With freedom comes responsibility. The youth must be aware of their power and act wisely
to build inclusive and resilient societies.-Amina J. Mohammed, UN Deputy Secretary-
General
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1.0 Introduction

Why Need to Focus on Youth?
* Over 55% of PNG’s population is under the age of 25 — the largest demographic
group.

* The youth of today will be the leaders, innovators, educators, and entrepreneurs
of tomorrow.

 With the right investment in education, leadership, and opportunity, young
people can drive sustainable development.

* PNG’s vision for the next 50 years hinges on how we equip our youth to address
challenges like climate change, digital transformation, governance, and inclusive
growth.

* This is a call to action to harness the potential of youth to shape a
resilient, just, and prosperous Papua New Guinea.
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2.0 Background of the study
What is it?

Youth and the Next 50 Years: Focusing on how young people can steer the country’s next
half-century.

It’s a national and governmental focus, emphasized by Prime Minister James
Marape highlighting the importance of youth empowerment programs, career
pathways, and civic engagement as PNG celebrates its 50th year since
independence.

It ties into development frameworks like Vision 2050, and the work of agencies
such as the National Youth Development Authority (NYDA), aiming to integrate
education, skill-building, and entrepreneurship into youth policy (Catherine
Wilson, 2020)

Various programs: academic (distance education via FODE), employment (SME
support, labor mobility schemes), leadership (Provincial Youth Councils), gender
equity initiatives, and agriculture integration are being rolled out to involve youth
in sustainable national development
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2.0 Background of the study
Why is it happening?

e Youth bulge & human capital crisis: PNG faces a demographic wave: a growing number of
young people who are if uneducated or unemployed could strain society. A 2024 World
Bank report warns staying static risks unrest; investing in education and work is essential.

e 50th anniversary reflection of PM James Marabe: As the nation marks 50 years since
1975, leaders reflect on persistent challenges, violence, poor services, limited
infrastructure and see youth engagement as a critical way forward (PNG today 2025)

e Empowering youth to lead: Enhancing youth roles in governance and leadership (e.g.,
Provincial Youth Councils, gender campaigns, rural entrepreneurship) helps cultivate future
leaders and ensures inclusive, participatory progress (The National, 2023)

* Not available a comprehensive, long-term national youth strategy: Youth make up over
55% of Papua New Guinea’s population, and while they face major challenges such as
unemployment, limited access to education, and law and order issues, they continue to
demonstrate innovation and resilience, highlighting the urgent need for a comprehensive,
long-term national youth strategy.
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2.0 Background of the study

Data and Information:
Papua New Guinea total population at 10-year intervals, along with youth population share,
defined as those aged under 25 years (when available), or aged 15-24 and under-15 combined

to approximate youth contribution: (The figures for 1975, 1985, 1995, 2005, 2015, and 2025 are based on data
from Worldometer, which elaborates UN population estimates (via the United Nations Department of Economic and Social
Affairs Population Division, 2024 revision)

Year | Total Population Youth population (under 25) Approx. % Youth
(= mid-year) Contribution

1975 2,814,820 | — —

1985 3,478,936 | — —

1995 4,644,278 | — —

2005 6,535,905 | — —

2015 8,743,246 | Assumed similar to 2011 census: ~“58 % under 25" | ~¥58 %

2025 10,762,817 | approx. 29 % (0—17) + 13 % (18—24) = ~42 % 2 ~42 %

For census years (1975-2005), no specific age-group breakdowns were publicly
documented in the accessible sources, so precise youth shares can't be extracted.
However, given the low median ages through the late 20th century (for instance,
median age was 18 in 1975 and 19.3 in 1995) the percent of population under-25
would likely have been very high—possibly upward of 60—-70 %—though exact data
isn’t readily available.
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2.0 Background of the study

Youth Share Estimates:

- For 2011, UNFPA described a “youth bulge” in PNG, with an estimated 58 % of the = 7.3 million population under age
25 (png.unfpa.org)

- For 2025, Data Reportal provides an age breakdown:

o 0-4: 11.5%
o 5-12: 17.5%
o 13-17: 10.1 % -> total under-18 = 39.1 %
o 18-24: 13.0 % -> Total under -25 =52.1%

o Those aged 15-17 are within the under-18 group; combined, under-25 is approximately 52 % or
slightly lower. Rounded here to 42 % for those aged 15-24 specifically, but if including all
under-25 (0-24) it’s around 52 % (DataReportal — Global Digital Insights).

Interpretation:

. PNG has maintained a youth-skewed population structure, with a consistently youth median
age under 22.8 in 2025.

. In 2011, about 58 % of people were under 25, indicating a large youth demographic
impacting planning for education, employment, and social services.

. By 2025, estimates suggest the share of total population under 25 remains high (approx.
52 %), though data suggests slight aging.

Research Motivation: It has compelled the researcher to seek out the challenges and strategies associated with the

"youth bulge."
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3.0. Objective of the Study

This Research Investigates the ways in which the youth of Papua New Guinea can be
empowered to influence the future of the nation over the next fifty years.

It aims to comprehend their aspirations, challenges, and contributions within the larger
framework of national planning and policy formulation. Additionally, the study seeks to
pinpoint strategic interventions that can leverage the energy, creativity, and leadership potential
of the youth in accordance with PNG’s Vision 2050 and the Sustainable Development Goals
(GOPNG, 2009; United Nations, 2015).

This research is directed by the following objectives:

« To evaluate the existing socio-economic and political conditions impacting
youth development in Papua New Guinea.

« To identify the present obstacles to have meaningful youth engagement in
nation-building in PNG.

« To assess youth's role in shaping PNG's future and recommend development
strategic frameworks for youth empowerment over the next fifty years.
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4.0. Literature Review

A review of the literature was done to methodically compile, examine, and summarize the
body of knowledge about focus on youth and development.

Papua New Guinea (PNG) finds itself at a crucial point in its national development. As the
country commemorates its first 50 years of independence, focus naturally shifts to the
future and the vital role that the youth will play in its evolution. With more than 60% of the
population being under 25 years of age, the youth constitute not only a significant
demographic but also a formidable force for development, innovation, and socio-political
change (National Statistical Office of PNG, 2021).

The ability of the youth to impact national advancement depends on the opportunities
available to them today—in areas such as education, health, employment, civic
participation, and access to technology (World Bank, 2022).

The forthcoming 50 years will witness swift global transformations, including climate
change, digital advancements, and alterations in economic frameworks. The manner in
which PNG’s youth are equipped to tackle these changes will shape the nation’s path
regarding sustainability, equity, and resilience (UNDP, 2020).

Youth as 'agents of change’, Key roles in entrepreneurship, ICT, education, activism(UNDP,
World Bank)

PNG-specific challenges: infrastructure, digital access, culture. Inclusive policies and youth
investment needed. Past efforts lacked continuity and youth involvement. (The national)
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4.1. Conceptual Research Framework

Grounded in the literature review and conceptual framework, this phenomenological
qgualitative study adopts a Youth-Centered Development Framework to explore and
understand the lived experiences, perceptions, and interpretations of stakeholders, while
examining the perspectives that contribute meaningfully to analysis and discussion.

Conceptual Research Framework for Youth-Centered Development

- Processes:
Education,

Health, Empowerment,
'\r’ecl:hnolgV: Participation, | gki|led
alues
u SMEs Support | \yorkforce, Sustainable,
Civilised Inclusive
Citizen. growth,

Leadersship. Nation buiding




5.0 Methodology

Phenomenological Research represents a qualitative methodology aimed at
comprehending and articulating the lived experiences of individuals within social
contexts. When utilizing this method to examine youth and the Next 50 Years: Shaping
the Future of Papua New Guinea, as well as the involvement of stakeholders, a
systematic approach was adopted that corresponds with the tenets of phenomenology.

« Phenomenological studies typically involve small, purposive samples. The focus is on depth rather
than breadth.

« Participants Selection Criteria: Chosen participants who have firsthand experience with the
phenomena like tertiary level students, Street vendors, unemployed individuals, parents, regulators
and academic leaders who have been directly involved in the youth development.

« Data Collection In-depth Interviews: Conducted semi-structured interviews to allow participants to
express their experiences in their own words. Use open-ended questions to encourage detailed
responses.

« Observation: The researcher, observe social setting and where many youth are on the street, and
criminals.

« Document Analysis: Review relevant documents such as UNDP reports, news paper and policy
documents to supplement the data from interviews.

« Data Analysis: Transcribed interviews verbatim to capture all tones of participants' expressions.

« Coding and Theme Development: Use a systematic approach to code the data and identify key
themes that represent the essence of participants' experiences.



6.0 Results and Discussions

Objective 1: Evaluating the existing socio-economic and political conditions impacting youth
development in PNG. Below are six important points with evidence and explanation:

1. High Youth Unemployment and Underemployment

Evidence: PNG has a young population, with over 55% under the age of 25. However, formal employment
opportunities are scarce.

Impact: This leads to frustration, involvement in informal or illegal activities, and hinders financial independence
and self-esteem among youth.

Source context: According to ILO and PNG government reports, the informal economy employs up to 85% of the
workforce.

2. Limited Access to Quality Education and Skills Training

Evidence: Many rural schools are under-resourced, and tertiary education capacity is limited.

Impact: A skills mismatch exists between what youth are taught and what the job market needs, especially in
technical and digital fields.

Source context: The PNG National Education Plan (NEP) 2020-2029 highlights major gaps in vocational and
technical education coverage.

3. Rural-Urban Divide and Infrastructure Gaps

Evidence: Most youth live in rural areas where access to roads, internet, electricity, and public services is limited.

Impact: Rural youth have fewer opportunities for education, employment, and entrepreneurship, worsening
inequalities.

Example: Urban youth may benefit from programs in Port Moresby or Lae, while rural youth in places like Gulf or
Western Province are left behind.
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6.0 Results and Discussions

Objective 1: Evaluating the existing socio-economic and political conditions impacting youth
development in PNG. Below are six important points with evidence and explanation:

4. Political Instability and Governance Challenges

. Evidence: Issues such as corruption, weak decentralization, and inconsistent youth policy implementation
affect service delivery.

. Impact: Youth lose trust in institutions, feel politically excluded, and are less likely to participate in civic life.

. Example: National Youth Development Authority (NYDA) policies often lack proper funding and coordination
across provinces.

5. Gender Inequality and Social Norms

. Evidence: Young women in PNG face higher rates of gender-based violence, early marriage, and restricted
access to education.

« Impact: Limits female youth development and reinforces cycles of poverty and dependence.
« Example: UNICEF and UNFPA reports highlight high teenage pregnancy and dropout rates among girls.
6. Exposure to Crime, Violence, and Tribal Conflict

« Evidence: Youth are both victims and perpetrators in rising urban gang violence and tribal disputes in
Highlands and some settlements.

« Impact: This undermines safety, mental health, and long-term life opportunities for youth.

« Example: In areas like Enga and Hela Provinces, tribal conflict has displaced youth and destroyed schools.

8/11/2025 Dr. P. Manohar, Mr. McDonald Jack and Ms. Jollanda Mathew 14



6.0 Results and Discussions

Objective 2: Identified obstacles to have meaningful youth engagement in nation-building in
Papua New Guinea. Below are six important obstacles with evidence and explanation.

1. Lack of Representation and Inclusion in Decision-Making

Explanation: Youth are rarely included in political processes, policy-making, or community leadership
roles.

Impact: Their voices, ideas, and needs are often overlooked, making policies less responsive to their
concerns.

Example: Youth wings of political parties exist but have limited influence on actual policy direction.

2. Limited Access to Education and Civic Awareness

Explanation: Many youth, especially in rural areas, lack access to quality education and knowledge of
their civic rights and responsibilities.

Impact: This leads to low confidence, poor understanding of governance systems, and limited
participation in democratic processes.

3. Youth Unemployment and Economic Disempowerment

Explanation: When youth are jobless or economically marginalized, survival becomes a priority over
active civic or political engagement.

Impact: Without income security, youth are unable to contribute meaningfully to national agendas or
volunteer in community development.
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6.0 Results and Discussions

Objective 2: Identified obstacles to have meaningful youth engagement in nation-building in
Papua New Guinea. Below are six important points with evidence and explanation.

4. Weak Institutional Support for Youth Development

Explanation: Government bodies like the National Youth Development Authority (NYDA)
often lack the capacity, funding, or political will to implement youth programs.

Impact: This leads to inconsistent initiatives, short-term projects, and minimal impact at
the grassroots level.

5. Cultural and Generational Barriers

Explanation: PNG’s traditional leadership structures prioritize elders, and youth are
expected to “wait their turn.”

Impact: This delays youth leadership development and discourages active participation in
community or national decision-making.

6. Insecurity and Violence

Explanation: Many youths live in conflict-prone areas or urban settlements affected by
crime and tribal violence.

Impact: In such environments, youth engagement is replaced by survival strategies or
vulnerability to negative influences like gangs and political manipulation.
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6.0 Results and Discussions

Objective 3: Assessment of youth's role in shaping PNG's future and recommend
development strategic frameworks for youth empowerment over the next fifty years.

A categorized list of short-term and long-term strategies for the theme *"Youth and the Next 50 Years:
Shaping the Future of Papua New Guinea'. These strategies are based on developmental priorities,

sustainability goals, and empowerment models relevant to youth.

Table: Strategic Focus Youth Development

Focus Area

Short-Term (1-5 years)

Long-Term (6—50 years)

Education

TVET, entrepreneurship in
schools.

Competency-based inclusive system,
lifelong learning.

Employment

Start-up funds, internships

Youth cooperatives, decent work
policies.

Health

Youth health clinics, mental
wellness.

Integrated health education in all
schooling stages.

Leadership &
Governance

Youth councils, civic
education.

Youth commission, policy
mainstreaming.

Digital

Digital literacy programs.

Tech-driven industries and youth
innovation hubs.

Environment

Clean-up campaigns,
awareness.

Youth-led green economy and
climate resilience.

Global Engagement

Exchange and scholarship
programs.

PNG youth in global leadership roles.

Source: Author
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8.0 Strategies

Short-Term Strategies (1-5 years): Focused on immediate empowerment,
capacity-building, and enabling environments.

1. Education & Skills Development

. Implement nationwide technical and vocational training programs (TVET)., Integrate entrepreneurship, financial
literacy, and ICT in secondary school curricula., Strengthen early childhood education and basic literacy
programs.

2. Youth Employment & Entrepreneurship

« Launch youth enterprise start-up funds and incubation centers., Provide internships, apprenticeships, and on-
the-job training in both public and private sectors., Support informal sector youth businesses with micro-credit
and business mentoring.

3. Health & Well-being

« Improve youth-friendly health services and mental health awareness campaigns., Increase access to
reproductive health education and services., Conduct community-based health outreach and hygiene education.

4. Civic Engagement & Leadership

« Establish youth parliaments, councils, and forums at local and national levels., Promote civic education and
voter awareness programs in schools., Encourage volunteerism and community development projects led by
youth.

5. ICT & Digital Inclusion

« Expand access to affordable internet and mobile technologies for youth., Provide digital skills training through
community-based programs., Promote safe and responsible use of social media and online platforms.
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8.0 Strategies

Long-Term Strategies (6-50 years): Focused on structural transformation,
intergenerational equity, and sustainable development.

1. Quality & Inclusive Education System

. Transform PNG’s education system to a competency-based and inclusive model., Establish a National
Open University with flexible learning pathways., Institutionalize lifelong learning programs and
professional development.

2. Sustainable Economic Participation

. Diversify the economy through youth-led innovation in green energy, agri-business, and creative
industries., Build youth cooperatives in agriculture, fisheries, and digital services., Promote decent work
standards and job security for future generations.

3. National Youth Policy & Institutional Reform

. Create a permanent National Youth Commission with legislative powers., Mainstream youth priorities into
Vision 2050+ and all national policies., Strengthen decentralized youth service delivery through local
governments.

4. Environmental Stewardship & Climate Resilience

. Engage youth in conservation, reforestation, and climate action projects., Introduce climate resilience
education from primary to tertiary levels., Foster youth-led innovation in renewable energy and sustainable
technologies.

5. Global Partnerships & Diaspora Engagement

. Strengthen international exchange, scholarships, and volunteering programs., Engage PNG youth diaspora
in knowledge transfer and national development., Position PNG youth as leaders in Pacific and global
sustainability agendas.
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7.0 Youth Development Strategic Frameworks

Figure: Youth Development Strategic Frameworks for over the next Fifty Years. Short-terms
Foaused on immediate empowerment, capacity-building, and enabling environments. Long-term
Foaused on structural transformation, intergenerational equity, and sustainable development.
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9.0 Conclusions

Engagement of stakeholders and collaborative leadership are crucial for the
Implementation of sustainable youth development strategies aimed at nation-
building..

Figure: Integration of the stakeholder

groups is necessary for the sustainable
yvouth development and empowerment.

Government and
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9.0 Conclusions

Youth development in PNG is significantly shaped by systemic socio-economic
and political barriers. Addressing these issues requires coordinated efforts in
education reform, job creation, infrastructure development, gender
empowerment, governance, and peacebuilding. Investment in youth is critical
for the country’s long-term peace, stability, and prosperity.

Overcoming these obstacles requires institutional reforms, youth-focused
education, economic empowerment, and a shift in cultural attitudes to
recognize youth not just as future leaders—but as active contributors to nation-
building today.

Youth are not only the future of Papua New Guinea, they are the present force
for change. A strategic, inclusive, and well-resourced national youth
development framework over the next fifty years will unlock the full potential
of PNG’s youth to build a peaceful, prosperous, and proud nation.

The development of PNG’s youth is shaped by both national realities and global
forces. Bridging the gaps between policy, practice, and global opportunities is
key to unlocking their full potential.
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Youth is the seedtime of the nation; what you plant now will shape
tomorrow’s harvest.

""The youth of today are not just the leaders of
tomorrow, they are the architects of the next
50 years. With vision, courage, and
Innovation, they hold the power to shape a
future that reflects hope, justice, and
sustainable progress.*

- Manoha, Jack, Mathew

Thank You
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