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Purposes of the presentation

* During the past 50 years, Japanese research on Papua New
Guinea has accumulated in both quality and quantity.

cf: Akashi Shoten “Area Studies” Series
Tadokoro, K., Umezaki, M. and J. Baba (eds)
“60 Chapters for Understanding Papua New Guinea’(in press)

 This presentation aims to;

(@ historically review the past 50 years of anthropological
research on Papua New Guinea conducted by Japanese scholars,

@ remark future prospect.



1. Historical Overview

« 1960s Dawn period
Hatanaka(ANU), Otsuka(Tokyo University),
East New Guinea Research (Nanzan University)
« 1970s — 1980s: First Generation
¥ Japanese Society for Oceanic Studies established (1978)
» 1990s — 2000s: Second Generation
Graduate students increased under the national policy of
Japanese government

— This has not only resulted in qualitative enrichment but also
guantitative expansion

» Japanese researchers have conducted fieldwork in nearly all
provinces in Papua New Guinea.

e Their research topics are diverse.

(Ecological/medical anthropology)

Public Health, Food and Nutrition, Disease, Gut Microbiota,
Health/medical system, Resource, Climate change, etc
(Socio-cultural Anthropology)

Political history, Economy (including shell money),
Language(indigenous and tok pisin), Religion(mentality,
christianity), Gender, Modern Legal system(including village
courts), Arts/Popular music, Tourism, Urban settlement,
Population dynamics, Personhood, Chinese immigrant,
Disaster, etc.
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Shifting themes

+ Recent studies tend to focus on contemporary/global issues, based
on local cultural context.

e.g. Climate change, resource development, bilum market, etc.

<Example> Baba, J/category:G2
* bornin 1975 and entered graduate school in 1998
Since 2002, | have conducted the research in Manus Province.

« In addition to classic topics (family/kinship, marriage, ceremonial
exchange, village court), | have paid special attention to modern
court (District Court)and official support agents (welfare office);

—child support (maintenance) litigation initiated by single mothers
—legal measures toward family/gender-based violence
(Protection Order Rules, Family Protection Act)

2. Prospects and discussion =

« Though PNG is still attractive, the
future does not allow much optimism.

In Japan, there are a few students in
doctoral course who try to pursue an
academic carrier in PNG.

The number of students advancing to
doctoral programs in graduate
» Reasons: schools has declined since 2003.

. (National Institute of Science and
(PNG) security problem Toehnology Policy)

i i i HP:https://www.nistep.go.ip/sti_indicato
(Japan) prok.)lems regarding u.mversrty P Do o nletes,
—anxiety of future carrier



https://www.nistep.go.jp/sti_indicator/2020/RM295_32.html
https://www.nistep.go.jp/sti_indicator/2020/RM295_32.html
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