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PNGAus Partnérship

School-based
assessment in
Papua New Guinea

A survey of assessment practices by school
type in four provinces and the Autonomous
Region of Bougainville




Our Past

* Prior to the curriculum reform in 2003, student assessment was
primarily based on high-stakes examinations at Grade 8, 10, and 12.

« The Outcomes Based Education (OBE) curriculum was introduced in

2003 alongside the National Assessment and Reporting Policy or NARP.

* Assessment remained focused on high stakes examinations.

» The new Standards Based Curriculum (SBC) was introduced in 2015,
yet the NARP was not updated.

* Assessment has remained focused on high stakes examinations as well

as other summative forms of assessment such as term and topic tests.
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Our Present

* National Education Plan 2020 — 2029. “During the Plan period, a
sustainable, standardised learning assessment will be established
to promote consistency in internal assessments at the school level...”

* To achieve this, the NDoE proposed a national program to equip teachers
with the skills to integrate school-based assessment as a core component
of classroom practice. Additionally, the Ministry intends to keep the Grade
8 and 10 examinations but phase out the selections process. As explained
by Hon Lucas Dekena in the Ministry’s public notice statement December
2024, “By removing Grade 8 and 10 selections, we are taking a bold
step toward a fairer, and a more inclusive education system.”
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Objective of the study

The school-based assessment survey aimed to understand how schools
currently assess students, including how teachers measure student progress
against curriculum standards.

Specific Objectives
. To assess school level planning regarding student assessment

. To measure teachers’ assessment practices, namely the use of different
assessment methods.

Ill.  To determine knowledge and capacity constraints at the school level.
V. To inform revisions to the NARP.

V. To inform recommendations for teacher professional development on SBA.
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Sample

Sample

Survey instrument

Final sample

Head Teachers/Principals/Assessment
Coordinators: 50 (1 VET, 1IERC, 1SS, 1HS, 3
primary & 3 elementary in each location)

SBA head teacher/Assessment
coordinators survey

45 head teachers/assessment
coordinators

Teachers: 150 (3 per school)

SBA teacher survey

m

The survey planned to reach 50 schools including 1 Vocational Education and Training (VET) School,
1 Secondary School (SS), 1 High School (HS), 3 Primary Schools (PS), 3 Elementary Schools and 11ERC in
NCD, Sandaun, Central, Western Highlands Province and the Autonomous Region of Bougainville.
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Findings
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The Status of
SC hOOI Based Do you have a school-based .assessment policy?
Assessment Number of observations = 156
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IERC Insights

“Inclusive education assessment policy at our centre outlines the process of
collecting, synthesizing and interpreting data about each students learning to aid
the teacher’s decision making that take place over time in the teaching and
learning cycle. We do assessment according to different disability areas, such as
learning disorder, physical disability, hearing impairment, vision impairment,
speech impairment, and behavioural and emotional disorder. We use this to inform
student’s individual education plan for students who are in school as well as
students at home. We work closely with them until we see some improvement
before we move them on to other activities. We do practical assessments to see
the improvements in their disability as well as diagnostic tests to see other

improvements in disability like learning disorder.”
— |[ERC Centre head teacher
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Classroom Assessment Practices

School Sector (%)

Common assessment practices Elementary High School Primary Secondary

Daily oral quizzes 28.6% 25.0% 50.0% 18.8% 35.3% 0.0% 23.3%
Workbook checks 53.6% 8.3% 100.0% 34.4% 5.9% 16.7% 31.1%

Written responses in the workbooks 3.6% 8.3% 0.0% 6.2% 11.8% 16.7% 7.8%

Written answers on the blackboard 14.3% 8.3% 0.0% 6.2% 0.0% 8.3% 7.8%

Homework 42.9% 50.0% 50.0% 25.0% 17.6% 33.3% 33.0%
End of week tests 21.4% 0.0% 50.0% 12.5% 17.6% 16.7% 15.5%
Projects/Assignments 39.3% 91.7% 50.0% 75.0% 70.6% 100.0% 68.9%
Essays/writing tasks 3.6% 8.3% 0.0% 12.5% 0.0% 0.0% 5.8%

End of term tests 21.4% 0.0% 0.0% 25.0% 58.8% 33.3% 27.2%
Topic/unit tests 28.6% 91.7% 0.0% 71.9% 58.8% 50.0% 56.3%
Annual examinations 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 17.6% 0.0% 2.9%

Other 35.7% 8.3% 0.0% 9.4% 5.9% 25.0% 17.5%
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Formative Assessment Understanding

School Sector (%)

Purpose of formative Elementary High School Primary Secondary

assessment

|dentify student strengths and 90.0% 100.0% 33.3% 92.9% 100.0% 60.0% 86.7%
weaknesses

Rank students for selection 20.0% 50.0% 0.0% 28.6% 14.3% 60.0% 28.9%
Improve student learning 60.0% 66.7% 33.3% 7.4% 85.7% 80.0% 68.9%
Gather information on what a 80.0% 100.0% 33.3% 64.3% 71.4% 40.0% 68.9%
student can do or cannot do

Other 10.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 14.3% 20.0% 6.7%
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Formative
Assessment
Practice
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What formative assessment activities do you do in your class?

Number of observations = 111
400 —
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12.5

320 —
240
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0
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Other W Written B Written M Daily oral B Observation B Workbook
responses on responses in quizzes checks
blackboard workbooks
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Summative Assessment Practice

Types of summative assessment

School Sector (%)

o e e L e Elementary High School IERC Primary Secondary

End of week tests 28.6% 33.3% 50.0% 43.8% 17.6% 25.0% 32.0%
Projects/Assignments 42.9% 41.7% 50.0% 75.0% 64.7% 66.7% 59.2%
Essays/writing tasks 10.7% 16.7% 0.0% 37.5% 41.2% 8.3% 24.3%
End of term tests 60.7% 83.3% 100.0% 62.5% 82.4% 50.0% 67.0%
Workbook checks 32.1% 25.0% 0.0% 37.5% 17.6% 8.3% 27.2%
Topic/unit tests 35.7% 75.0% 0.0% 78.1% 64.7% 25.0% 56.3%
homework 25.0% 33.3% 0.0% 37.5% 23.5% 16.7% 28.2%
Annual examinations 7.1% 33.3% 50.0% 21.9% 64.7% 0.0% 24.3%
Other 71% 0.0% 50.0% 9.4% 11.8% 33.3% 1.7%
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S umm at Ive What is the primary purpose of spmmative assessment?
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Common Recording and Reporting Methods

School Sector (%)

Common recording and reporting

e Elementary High School Primary Secondary

Write in student workbook 60.7% 25.0% 60.0% 34.4% 29.4% 33.3% 11.4%
Write end of term student report cards 67.9% 83.3% 50.0% 78.1% 70.6% 41.7% 68.5%
Share feedback during parent teacher 64.3% 66.7% 100.0% 65.6% 58.8% 33.3% 64.0%
meetings

Write on test sheets the results for 53.6% 50.0% 20.0% 50.0% 471% 33.3% 45.9%
students

Submit assessment results to the head 50.0% 2.7% 20.0% 50.0% 70.6% 16.7% 45.9%
teacher

Record in the assessment booklet 60.7% 75.0% 40.0% 84.4% 76.5% 50.0% 68.5%
Other 10.7% 8.3% 0.0% 12.5% 0.0% 41.7% N.7%
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Support
Provided
to Schools
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Did your school get external support to improve assessments in past 5 years?
Number of observations = 45
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0
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No M Yes -but the support M Yes-itwas
wasn't helpful good support
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Areas Where Teachers Would Like Support

School Sector (%)

Areas of support needed from teachers Elementary  High School IERC Primary Secondary

Different assessment methods 57.1% 33.3% 70.0% 50.0% 23.5% 33.3% 45.9%
Formative assessment as part of the daily routine 28.6% 25.0% 30.0% 21.9% 5.9% 16.7% 21.6%
Et:‘:,e;:f:;.g assessment tasks based on the curriculum 64.3% 58.3% 50.0% 59.4% 64.7% 58.3% 60.4%
che;’:;‘;g o items based on benchmark standards in 35.7% 50.0% 10.0% 46.9% 471% 25.0% 38.7%
Use assessment information to address learning gaps. 39.3% 25.0% 30.0% 46.9% 41.2% 25.0% 37.8%
Interpret results to prepare teaching strategies. 21.4% 33.3% 0.0% 12.5% 23.5% 41.7% 20.7%
Provide oral and written feedback to students. 10.7% 8.3% 30.0% 12.5% 11.8% 16.7% 13.5%
Report students’ progress based on assessment results. 14.3% 16.7% 10.0% 9.4% 23.5% 25.0% 15.3%
Design rubrics based on the assessment criteria. 25.0% 8.3% 10.0% 21.9% 23.5% 25.0% 20.7%
Analyse assessment results to inform decision making 0.0% 16.7% 10.0% 15.6% 29.4% 25.0% 14.4%
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Recommendations
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Policy to Practice

Consult
Collaborate
Draft

Align to draft
NARP roles and
responsibilities

SBA section in NARP

SBA framework

» Guide standardised
implementation of
SBA in all school
sectors

o)

Purpose

Alignment to
curriculum standards

Guidance for teachers
Guidance for students

Roles and
responsibilities

SBA school policy

template

Classroom Assessment

plan template

Learning objectives
Formative
assessment tasks
Summative
assessment tasks
Feedback and
reporting

Recommendation
An SBA section in the NARP
An SBA framework

A template for schools to
develop their own policies

A template for teachers to
develop their own classroom
assessment plans.
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Teacher Professional Development ‘/&'

High quality SBA training materials —> Dissemination and orientation
Recommendation

« Formative assessment « Provincial trainers / assessment coordinators ) )

« Summative assessment « Communities of Practice / Al qge!hty B tgacher

« Valid test items Teacher Learning Circles training materials

« Developing assessment criteria « Coaching and mentoring by assessment Dissemination and orientation

« Analysing results coordinators / school leaders through school-based teacher

« Feedback and reporting professional development
activities

N J . J

PNGAus Partnership



Thank you




	Default Section
	Slide 1: School-based assessment in Papua New Guinea
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22: Thank you


