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Introduction

Aim of Presentation 

• Is to demonstrate how hybridity support change 

• Epitome of urban hybrid of traditional structures, 

organization, representation, values and ceremonies

“urban hybrids of traditional rural 

societies . . . in an attempt to 

‘produce locality’ by replicating 

rural villages in an urban setting” 

(Scambary, 2013, p.1947). 



Introduction Continue   

Definitions  

1. Hybrid is as a process “in 

which discrete social practices 

or structures that existed in 

separate ways, combine to 
generate new structures, 

objects, and practices in which 
the preceding elements mix” 

(García-Canclini, 2001, 7095). 

2. Hybrid market hosts vendors, 

customers, residents, and people 

of different ethnic, ideological and 

moral backgrounds from around 
PNG who interact to engage in 

wide-ranging commercial and 
social activities within the urban 

market space.   
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• Political events 

• Socio-economic 

conditions

• Technological 

advancements

• Environmental factors

  

Context 

Awagasi market. Image credit Elias Alex. (2020). 
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How can the lens of hybridity inform a strength-based 
understanding of markets?

Research Question



Research Site 

Map of Lae city locating Awagasi market. Maps data © 2024 OpenStreetMapMap of Lae city adopted from  Lae Main Market Development Plan (2022). 

https://www.openstreetmap.org/copyright


Methods

Focus Group Discission  

Interview 
Creative 

Arts Creative Mapping 

Photography 

Creative mapping session. Image credit Image credit Elias Alex. 
(2020). 

Photography session. Image credit Image credit Elias Alex. (2020). 
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Creative Outputs 

Dream market Safe and unsafe market spaces  
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Results Continue Development of Local Values from 

Hybridity of Awagasi Market 

Development of Local Values from Hybridity of Awagasi Market Framework (Langa, 2021)



Results Continue Local Responses To Address Market 

Safety   

Male Mediation Committee Female Community Leaders

Local Leaders Mediating Conflict 



Conclusion and Recommendation 

Conclusion

• Hybrid markets are key mainstay of urban livelihood 

• Perceive from deficit models as lacking capacities 

• Interactive precinct of sharing value systems 

• Local Responses are implemented to achieve safety goals

Recommendation 

Local values and relational structures must be recognized and 
utilized to support market safety. 
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