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* Focus: Moukele, a small fishing island, and the role —
of the Pacific Australia Labour Mobility (PALM)

scheme.

* PALM: Offers Pacific Islanders short- and long-
term work in Australia, bringing skills and income
back home.
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Livelihoods in Moukele Island

Fishing:
o Primary source of income

> Highly dependent on weather and seasonal conditions, making it unpredictable

Urban Employment:
o Some residents work in Port Moresby and nearby towns to supplement household income

Small Businesses:
o Operation of table-store markets selling basic goods

> Women and families selling cooked and fried foods within the community

Emerging Trends:
o Increasing participation of women in fishing and small business activities
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Moukele : Daugo Island

Location: Daugo Island, 20 km from Port Moresby; 20-minute
dinghy ride from Koki Fish Market.

Population: ~1,500.

History: Settled since late 1950s by Hula and Alukunis.

Taken from Google; https://www.facebook.com/o2visualspng/posts/fishermans-island-from-a-
birds-view-02visualspng-discoverpng-fishermansisland-da/792434072912564/

Main livelihood: Fishing (unstable), market sales, town work.

Infrastructure: Solar/generator power, limited rainwater, most water | e e
from town X it o

1_°EFR_QFYyt_QxUK20b5aGSZSLWr
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Map of PNG and Australia showing Moukele, photo of island life Ao
0e0xn4r1RSv6U3Qak8PgqlBu_U&

udm=2&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj6me

HpzsONAxVksFYBHWEEOf4QxKsJ
egQIChAB&ictx=0
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Community Life & Social Structure

. Churches: United Church (700 members), Seventh Day Adventists, Jehovah’s
Witnesses.

. School: Grades 1-8, staff-student ratio 1:15, but high failure rate.

. Labour specialization: Men fish; women sell. Increasing female participation in

fishing and business.
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Methodology

Data Collection:
« Questionnaire (self, assistant, phone)

. Informal discussions (in-person, phone)

Respondents: 14/17 migrant workers (4 in NZ, 11 in Australia)

Demographics: Average age 36, 3 females, 11 males, education mostly up to Grade 10
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Methods and Cohort

Questionnaire Gender
- Self Completed- 1 Females — 3
- Research Assistant- 3 Males — 11
- Telephone- 10

Marital Status
Informal Discussion recorded Married — 6
Direct- 6
- Through Telephone- 4
- Migrant workers- 14/17 Responded Education
- 4in NZ - RSES (1 Died) Grade 12 =2

- 11 in Australia — (3 Private employment/ 8under B
PALM Scheme Visa Grade 10 -5
Grade 8-5

Average age - 36 Grade 9 -2

KEIMELO GIMA, SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES, UNIVERSITY OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA. 8

Single - 8




10

11

12

13

14

Marital Employment before Country of

Gender Age Status Level of Education |engagement Current Employment | Employment
M 31 Married Grade 8 Fisherman Load Out Australia

M 27 Married Grade 10 Fisherman General Farm worker Australia

M 26 Single Grade 10 Fisherman Bonner Australia

ot g Wharrted Grade 10 FistreTTrram Butcher Australia

M 31 Married Grade 12 and College Printer Marble Tiling Australia

M 31 Single Grade 8 and Vocational | Fisherman General Farm worker New Zealand

F Married Grade 10 Unemployed (Deceased) New Zealand

M 39 Single Grade 9 Fisherman General Worker Australia

M 24 Single Grade 8 Fisherman General Worker Australia

F 27 Single Grade 8 Shop Assistant Packing New Zealand

M 35 Married Grade 10 Fisherman Apple Picking & Pruning | Australia

M 35 Single Grade 8 Fisherman Meat Processor Australia

F 25 Single Grade 9 Unemployed Apple Picking and Pruning | New Zealand

M 27 Single Grade 12 Machine operator Head Bonner Australia

KEIMELO GIMA, SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES, UNIVERSITY OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA.




Key Findings: Improved Income & Remittances

. Weekly remittances: Reliable source of cash, contrast to unpredictable fishing income.
. Quotes from recipients:
“Life has changed now... we are able to live properly because they support us financially.”

“I am now eating good protein... can buy fresh meat and chicken.”
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Key Findings: Workers

1. Improved Income
Before engagement

Collective weekly net
earnings

-US $ 810

- Average US$ 62.32

Engagement earnings

Collective AVERAGE weekly net earnings
-US $ 1,087

Lowest US $ 1,000

Highest INDIVIDUAL earned

US $ 955.

Lowest US $414 (K 1,000)



Comparison of Earnings Prior and During Engagements

AvWk lc - MK [PNG MW Aus- MW [NZ -MW AvWk Inc - ANZ [Diff MK- ANZ

1 38.00 31.00 537.00 446.00 408.00
2 25.00 31.00 537.00 764.00 739.00
3 38.00 31.00 537.00 701.00 663.00
< 25.00 31.00 537.00 573.00 548.00
S 95.00 31.00 537.00 510.00 415.00
6 50.00 31.00 473.00 517.00 467.00
7 50.00 31.00 537.00 955.00 905.00
8 63.00 31.00 537.00 510.00 447.00
9 100.00 31.00 473.00 862.00 762.00
10 63.00 31.00 537.00 862.00 799.00
11 100.00 31.00 537.00 510.00 410.00
12 38.00 31.00 537.00 414.00 376.00
13 75.00 31.00 473.00 575.00 500.00
14 50.00 31.00 537.00 605.00 555.00
810.00 31.00 537.00 473.00 8,804.00 7,994.00

62.31 677.23 |- 614.92

1086.91358

US$1=PNK3.99, A$1.57 and NZ$1.74

1wk= 7hrd*5wd

3.5 *7*5=122.5

24.1*7*5=843.5

23.15*7*5=822.5

Deceased daughter is not included here but she is included in Housing project because she had built a house.
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1.

Remittances

Table 2. Weekly Remittances In USS

Age | Marital | Level of Education Number of | Av. Weekly | Weekly WP
Status Dependants | Remittance | remittance Per | Pove
Dependent line |
(PPP) 2.15
31 M Grade 8 5 287 57 (8) +6
27 M Grade 10 3 /5 25 (8) +6
26 S Grade 10 3 382 127 (42) +40
29 M Grade 10 7 201 29 (4) +2
31 M Grade 12 and College | 6 125 21 (4) +2
31 S Grade 8 & Vocational | 4
39 S Grade 9 2 201 29 (15) +13
24 S Grade 8 4 125 31 (8) +6
27 S Grade 8 2 201 29 (15) +13
35 M Grade 10 5 88 13(3) +1
35 S Grade 8 / 125 18 (3) +1
25 S Grade 9 5 125 18 (4) +3
27 S Grade 12 6 150 21 (4) +3

USS1 = PNGK3.99, AS1.57 and NZ$1.74 on 17 December 2024, at 5.41.pm
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Marital Level of Education Number of | Av. Weekly Weekly remittance | WB
Status Dependants Per Dependent Poverty

Remittance line PPP

(PPP)

Key Finding:
Dependents-

215

improved
INncome

Table of Weekly remittance in

USD

US$= PGK3.99, A$1.57,
NZ$1.74
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Key Findings: Dwellings; Types of Houses

. Pouta: 137 (basic, vulnerable to
weather)
Types of Dwellings
. Group 2 Semi Permanent: 89 o
o Group 3 Sanctuary: 48 - I

Group 1: Pouta Group 2: Semi Permanent Group 3: Sanctuary
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Pouta Group 1 — Sanctuary home

Key Findings: Dependents- Pouta to Sanctuary home
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Key Findings: Housing Improvements

. Sanctuary homes: Remittances used to build new, safer houses, replacing vulnerable poutas.
. Impact: Improved security, comfort, and family stability.
. Quote:

“We are secured and comfortable in our new house. There is nothing to worry about.”

HE

i
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Key Findings: Essential Fishing Equipment

Asset purchases: Outboard motors, dinghies, fishing gear.

Impact:
Increased income and independence.

Shared resources with relatives, strengthening community ties.

Quotes:

“It would have been very difficult... but because of (my daughter) this has happened.”

“It provides a good income, and we can also fulfil our needs and wants and do whatever
we like with the boat, like fishing or fefching water in our own times. Before we used to
borrow boats but not now. We are also happy now that the boat is used by another

relative to fish and we are happy.”
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Purchasing of Critical Assets

At US$
New- Outboard Motor - New - Dinghy -Yamaha - 23 | Used Outboard Motor - Used Dinghy -
Yamaha 40 hp ft Yamaha 40 hp 23 ft Total
1 3,260 3,260
2 1003 1,003
3 3,260 3,260
4 2005 1003 3,008
5 2005 2005 4,010
6 3,260 3,260
7 1800 1,800
6,520 3,260 6,813 3,008 19,601
USS1 = PNGK3.99, AS1.57 and NZ$1.74 on 17 December 2024, at 5.41.pm- Australian time
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cender and Social Change

. Changing roles: Women now own and operate fishing assets, breaking traditional norms.

. Education: Grade 8/9-educated women are now key economic contributors.

. Quote: “They are no longer to ‘remain in the village’... these two daughters have done wonders by
becoming sources of wealth.”
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Key Fishing Equipment
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Conclusion

Moukele’s experience shows PALM scheme can drive economic development and
poverty alleviation at the household level.

Tangible benefits: steady remittances, improved housing, critical assets, and gender
empowerment.

Recommendations:
Expand PALM participation, especially for women.
Extend study population to cover the nation

Visit work stations and living quarters
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Limitations
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Conclusion

Improved livelihood for both workers and their dependents
Improved social status

Research humanises the works pf PALM program.

Push by Papua New Guinea
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Conclusion
song
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O What A Blessing Australia New Zealand
Labour Mobility Long Time Coming

From Struggles and Insecurity

You Provide Security and Comfort

Chrs
You Make us Somebody from Nobody
Thank you, God for the Blessings.

Amid the Genuine Critics
From Kanaka to Modern Slavery

Exploitation to Geopolitics
Perseverance and Resilience Paying Off

You Lift the Standard of Life

Poutas to Sanctuary Homes

Weekly Remittances Outboards Motors,
Dinghies (and) Many Commitments

’I|\



Recommendations & Future Outlook

Encourage more community members, especially women, to participate in
PALM Scheme.

Support further research and policy to scale positive impacts.

Address challenges: education, infrastructure, and sustainable livelihoods.

26
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-m Tasol
Bamahutta (goodbye)

Keimelo Gima

Keimelo.Gima@anu.edu.au

gimakei@upng.ac.pg
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