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Migration-Remittance nexus

(Image source: https://www.freeflagicons.com/country/samoa/flag_pin_with_map/download/)

Samoan 
population  
in New Zealand:
213,000+ 
(2023 NZ Census)

Samoan 
population  
in Australia: 
98,000+ 
(2021 DFAT Data)

Samoan 
population  
in USA: 
243,000+ 
(2021 US Census Breau)

One of the 
world’s largest 
diaspora 
communities

Population of 
Samoa 219,000 
(2024) 
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Migration-Remittance nexus
Top 10 countries most dependent on remittances 
(% of GDP) (2022)

(UNCAD, 2022)
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Aid-Bureaucracy nexus 
Top 20 countries most dependent on foreign aid 
(% of GNI) (2022)

(Data source: World Bank 2022)
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Aid-Bureaucracy nexus 
Aid for bureaucracy

2025 Pacific Update



National University of Samoa
Centre for Samoan Studies

“Remittance trap”

(Image source: https://www.newbusinessage.com/MagazineArticles/view/3591)

Dependency
Reduced productivity

Vicious cycle
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“Aid curse”

(Image source: https://richardlei.medium.com/foreign-aid-hot-take-33d90e8ce454)

Dependency
Crowding out
Vicious cycle
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Vulnerability of MIRAB 

(Image source: https://www.lollydaskal.com/leadership/stay-vulnerable-even-when-it-hurts/)
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Rising flows of foreign aid 

199019801970 2000 2010 2020

US$126M
(2022)

2014
Graduated from 

LDC to Developing

(Source: https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/DT.ODA.ALLD.CD?end=2022&locations=WS&most_recent_value_desc=true&start=1961&view=chart)
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Rising flows of remittances

(Source: https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/BX.TRF.PWKR.CD.DT?locations=WS)
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Pacific labour mobility schemes
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Customary land tenure 

(Source: CSS Utu Database)
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Micro and circular mobilities 

(Latai Niusulu, 2016)
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9th Measina a Samoa, Masami Tsujita (CSS Utu database, 2015)
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9th Measina a Samoa, Masami Tsujita (Google Erath, 2023)
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MIRAB enhances micro-mobilities

(Google Erath, 2023)
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Rethinking MIRAB: 
From Vulnerability to Resilience

2025 Pacific Update


	Beyond Dependency: �MIRAB as Climate Resilience 
	Migration-Remittance nexus
	Migration-Remittance nexus
	Aid-Bureaucracy nexus 
	Aid-Bureaucracy nexus 
	“Remittance trap”
	“Aid curse”
	Vulnerability of MIRAB 
	Rising flows of foreign aid 
	Rising flows of remittances
	Pacific labour mobility schemes
	Customary land tenure 
	Micro and circular mobilities 
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	MIRAB enhances micro-mobilities
	Rethinking MIRAB: �From Vulnerability to Resilience

