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The Term Pasifika

Pasifika serves as a collective expression of cultural 

pride and resistance, reshaping identities and 

connecting Pacific peoples to broader networks 
(Madan 2000; cited in Enari and Innez 2021:3). 



Dualistic Transition  
Dualistic transition refers to the tension Pasifika young people (PYP) experience as they navigate 
collectivist cultural obligations alongside the individualistic norms of Australian society as they transition 
from adolescence to adulthood. 

Focusing on first-generation (migrant) and second-generation (Australian-born) Pasifika youth, this 
study explores how the experiences of migration and upbringing in Australia influence their dual cultural 
identity and transition. 



Understanding Pasifika Youth In Australia 
The Australian Pasifika Educators Network (APEN) provided a comprehensive analysis of Pasifika communities 

in Australia based on the 2021 Australian Bureau of Statistics census (Gerace et al. 2023). 

What we know? 

• 2021 census show Pasifika population at 415,033, showing an increase of 165,000 between 2011 and 2021

• Pasifika population stands at 1.5% of the total Australian population, significant rise from 0.6% from 2011

• Higher percentages of the Pasifika population are in the 0 – 29 years age range 

• Pasifika are a growing and diverse cultural group with 23 distinct ethnic backgrounds including the 

Indigenous people of Aotearoa New Zealand (Māori)



• Over half of the Pasifika population in Australia reside in suburbs 

classified within the mid-range of socioeconomic disadvantage

• It is common for Pasifika families to live in larger, multi-family 

households, and are also more likely to include eight or more 

residents within one single dwelling (Gerace et al. 2023:12)

Pasifika Households 



Acculturation 
Dissonance 

Acculturation is the process of change in beliefs, values, attitudes, and behaviours resulting from contact with another 
culture (Berry 1980).

Acculturative Dissonance describes the intergenerational conflict that arises when youth adapt more quickly to the 
host culture than their parents (Rumbaut and Portes 2022) 

• Research shows that second-generation PYP, born in Australia to migrant parents, may face higher levels of acculturative 
dissonance, identity confusions, and vulnerability to delinquency (Boutakidis et al. 2006; cited in Le and Stockdale 2008)

• These youth often struggle to reconcile traditional Pasifika values upheld at home with mainstream societal norms, leading 
to weakened family cohesion and increased peer influence 

• By contrast, first-generation PYP, who migrated during childhood, may retain stronger cultural ties, which can act as 

protective factors against antisocial behaviour (Le and Stockdale 2008)



Identity Conflict 
and Cultural 
Transmission 

Familial ethnic socialisation is the active transmission of language, customs, values, and traditions 

from parents to youth, shaping cultural identity and a sense of belonging (Hughes 2023; cited in 

Schwartz and Zamboanga 2008:276).

• Unlike acculturative dissonance, this concept focuses on how cultural knowledge is passed down 

and how youth internally manage their cultural identities, influence their resilience or 

vulnerability 

• Cultural transmission can serve as both a protective and risk factor, depending on how aligned a 

young person’s values are with those of their family and broader society (Schwartz and Zamboanga 

2008)





Criminal Offending Rates for PYP in Australia 
Offending Patterns 

• PYP tend to start offending at an older age, with most not committing their first offence before age 15, 

unlike non-Pacific youth, who often begin earlier (Ravulo 2015)

• Although PYP start offending later, they are more likely to commit serious indictable offence as their first or 

second offence, with nearly half of their offences falling into this category, compared to just over a third for 

non-PYP. Additionally, there is a high connection between anger, aggression and criminal behaviour for PYP 
(Ravulo 2015)

Overrepresentation in the Justice System 

• Māori and Pasifika people make up less than 0.2% of Victoria’s population, yet are 16 times more likely to be 

imprisoned (Amato 2012; Shepherd and Ilalio 2016:114) 

• Concerns persist about PYP overrepresentation in offending, particularly with serious violent offences in their 

first and second offences (Youth Parole Board 2014:18; Ravulo 2015) 



Criminal Offending Rates for PYP in 
Australia 

Trends

• 29% decrease in offending amongst Pasifika youth since 2012 (Youth Parole Board 

2014), contrasting with a general decline in offending across the USA, UK, and 

Australia (McCarthy 2021). 

• In 2014, Samoan-born prisoners had the second highest incarceration rate in 

Australia (Australian Bureau of Statistics 2014; cited in Shepherd and Ilalio 2016:114) 

• Regions with larger Oceania-born populations had elevated crime rates 

highlighting the intersection of ethnicity and crime in Victorian states (Francis et al. 

2006; Shepherd and Ilalio 2016)



Risk Factors for PYP  

Ravulo (2015) identified key social risk factors across 

three domains:

Individual 

• Communal negative alcohol use

• Excessive violent and physical behaviour within family and community 
settings 

• Lack of verbal reasoning skills

• Limited awareness of available resources

• Overcrowded living conditions 

• Older sibling involved in crime

• High-level caregiving responsibilities placed on older siblings 



Risk Factors for PYP

Peer and Community 
• Conflicting cultural ideologies between Western and Pacific 

values
• Inconsistent access to physical and mental health care 

• Education and Employment 
• Inadequate educational resources
• Parent’s working multiple jobs to maintain household income 
• Early school disengagement 



CSR risk 

Thomsen and Homel (2024) 

Cumulative Sociodemographic Risks (CSR) 
(Thomsen and Homel 2024)

• CSR such as large, low-income, single-parent, or culturally diverse families, frequent household 

moves, and disadvantaged neighbourhoods increase PYP’s vulnerability to antisocial behaviour

• These risks often overlap and interact with individual, peer, and family factors, amplifying 

negative outcomes (Thomsen and Homel 2024) compounding likelihood of delinquency and 

justice system contact  

• Many Pasifika families face multiple, intersecting sociodemographic vulnerabilities, underscoring 

the need for structural interventions alongside cultural supports

PYP’s strong ties to family and community mean that peer risks alone do not capture the full picture; 

ongoing research highlights the importance of understanding their unique social contexts. 



Desistance and Cultural Complexity 
Desistance Beyond Cultural Explanations:

• While cultural connectedness can support desistance for PYP, it is not a standalone solution

• Desistance is shaped by intersecting factors, including peer-influences, structural inequality, and intergenerational 

tension, which require responses beyond cultural programming alone

Navigating Complex Cultural Expectations:

PYP often experience conflicting expectations between collectivist family obligations and the individualistic norms of 

Australian society. These tensions, when paired with sociodemographic stressors, complicate identity development 

and shape the conditions for either desistance or continued offending.
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