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Traditional vs 
Contemporary 
conceptions of 
corruption 

a) Rigid vs Dynamic 
b) Shifting boundaries
c) Global transformations: behavioural, 

institutional, normative
d) Redefinition of ethical standard, 

boundaries 
e) Scrutiny of relevance of noun 

“corruption”—adjectival form—corrupt 
more nuanced and inclusive 

f) Nuanced, subtleties, indirect, 
connections, networks, complexes     



Pacific context: 
Corrupt 
behaviours, 
norms, 
institutions, 
networks, 
connections… 

a) Definitional and language challenges 
b) Multi-layered ethnical/moral/cultural 

justification and appeal 
c) Perceptions: Stereotypes,  

subconscious cultural prejudice, 
political/ideological bias

d) Entitlement psychology and culture 
e) Patronage: political, traditional, 

economic 



f) Wealth and status building 
g) Power differentials and dynamics 
h) “Monkey see monkey do” political 

culture 
i) External connections, networks 
j) Normalization/mainstreaming 
k) Inter-generational: Institutionally and 

culturally embedded    
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