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Anti-Corruption in the Pacific

A new epoch: growing Pacific responses 
to corruption, increased research

Corruption is contested, contextual and 
complex

How should we think about corruption, 
and responses in an increasingly 
connected region and world?



Traditional 
approaches 

to corruption 
and anti-

corruption



Control of corruption in Oceania

Worldwide Governance Indicators (2023) Control of Corruption
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National responses
Responses that come from within and at the scale of ‘nation’-states

• New integrity agencies, strategies and plans

• Institutional strengthening efforts

• Some success

Challenges:

• Integrity agencies
• Limited in number and functions
• Resources in some countries reducing budgets (Fiji) and/or gaps between promises 

and spending (e.g. PNG, Solomon Islands) 
• Political interference; many struggle to maintain independence

• Patronage can be considered a driver of corruption



Epeli Hau’ofa: Our 
sea of islands and 

corruption



Regional anti-corruption reform: Teieniwa Vision

Teieniwaa is the Kiribati word for sail (ie) and canoe (waa) [It] …was 
adopted as the Conference logo to symbolize a sailing canoe in the 
vast Pacific Ocean that separates and makes our individual countries 
isolated, as the only traditional means to unite the Blue Pacific in 
the fight against corruption… a long journey of a sailing canoe in 
open waters will encounter both tranquillity and stormy weather at 
times, and that is what is expected to happen in the fight against 
corruption; it is not easy nor short term (Pacific Unity Against 
Corruption 2020)



In an increasingly 
integrated region, we 
need to understand and 
strengthen the 
relationships that 
operate at different 
scales that facilitate 
corruption and resistance 
to it



The geographies of 
corruption in the 
Pacific

Local and international processes of change

• Understandings of corruption depend on social, 
economic, cultural norms and dynamics that are 
driven by local and international factors (Larmour, 
2012, Walton,2015)

• Corruption facilitated through ‘entanglements 
between the local and the global’ (Hviding, 2015)

• Drivers of crime and corruption are transnational in 
scope and scale (Walton and Dinnen, 2019; Comolli, 
2025)



Global Witness, 2017



Potential for money laundering
Tax Justice Network, Financial Secrecy Index 2022

Rank FSI Value

Secrecy 

Score

United States 1 1,951 67

Singapore 3 1,167 67

China 11 578 66

Australia 37 318 54

Malaysia 39 296 66

Marshall Islands 51 236 71

New Zealand 53 230 63

Samoa 104 93 73

Vanuatu 112 81 76

Fiji 121 58 70

Cook Islands 131 39 70

Nauru 139 13 59



Resilience and anti-
corruption in the 
Pacific

Local and sub-national responses

• Wantok networks help fight corruption within national 
institutions (Brigg, 2009; Walton, 2021)

• In PNG respondents more likely to respond to AC 
messages and be concerned about national issues if they 
stress localised community impacts (Peiffer and Walton, 
2022).

• Accountability is shaped by the ability of the reach of 
anti-corruption institutions and networks (Watson & 
Wiltshire, 2016; Winn, 2022; Walton, 2023;Denney, et al. 
2025; Nimbtik and Illingworth, 2023, et al)

International/regional

• Transnational networks/policy transfer and anti-
corruption (Larmour, 2007; Walton, 2020; Kabuni 
forthcoming)

• Donors have a responsibility to clean up their own 
backyard (Walton and Kabuni, 2025, forthcoming). 



Political geographies of corruption: Questions

How do understandings of corruption change between scales?

What are the corruption risk associated with different scales? E.g. 
compare cities or hospitals.  What types of resilience are evident at 
different scales?

How is (anti-)corruption connected to different locations? 

Is (anti-)corruption contagious? 

How do (anti-)corruption networks reach across space? 

How does technology facilitate (anti-)corruption across borders?



Concluding thoughts on the political 
geographies of (anti-) corruption in the Pacific
To understand and respond to corruption it’s important to 
focus on both traditional and relational approaches

• ‘Traditional’: focuses on formal institutions and 
‘methodological nationalism’.

• Relational: focuses on multiple scales, networks and 
connections
• Traditional approaches still dominate 

…but applying a relational place lens can ‘flip the script’ in 
terms of who/what causes corruption and solutions to it. 

• We need more of this analysis in the Pacific (PEA; indices, etc)
Grant.Walton@anu.edu.au



Moving beyond methodological nationalism 
in the Pacific
“Much writing on government and public policy in Pacific Island nations 
focusses on a particular country (an approach Riggs called ‘idiographic’) 
(Riggs, 2010, p. 752)…. However, I believe that taking interest in 
multiple systems of government rather than any single one has the 
advantage of identifying broader ideas about what works better and, 
hopefully, why.”

(Hassall 2021: xix)
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