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Introduction
 Corruption resembles a ‘crisis of governance’ that undermines 

national integrity systems (NIS).
 Corruption is a non-traditional security threat in the Pacific.
 PICs must consolidate regional structures to ensure stable 

governance.
 Teieniwa Vision (2020) and Boe Declaration (2018) highlight 

corruption's impact on vulnerable groups.
 Regional partners support collective PIC efforts to address 

shared challenges like corruption.



Corruption: Definition and 
Conceptual Issues

 World Bank: abuse of public office for private 
gain.

 Transparency International: abuse of entrusted 
power for private gain.

 Tax Justice Network: whole societies can become 
corrupted; focuses on systemic issues.

 Petty vs grand corruption: small-scale bribes vs 
systemic, high-level manipulation.

 Strategic corruption: when states weaponize 
corrupt practices in foreign policy.



Corruption in the Pacific

 PICs share traits: small economies, reliance on aid, 
poor governance, vulnerability to shocks.

 Cultural vs legal views: e.g., gift-giving seen as 
tradition by locals but as bribery by outsiders.

 Colonial legacy led to elite ‘cryptocapitalists’ 
exploiting state power.

 Traditional moral systems like wantok failed to 
deter modern corruption.

 Internal risk factors: weak institutions, political 
instability, poor rule of law.



Examples of Corruption and 
Trans-boundary Issues

 Weak empirical data makes assessing corruption 
difficult (Table 19.1).

 Common sectors affected: public service, natural 
resources, development funds.

 Examples: vote-buying, sexual extortion, collusion 
in extractives.

 PNG: 99% believe public sector corruption is highly 
problematic (Table 19.2).

 Solomon Islands & PNG show high rates of 
corruption perception (Table 19.3).

 Crisis funds (COVID, climate) misused – PNG, 
Solomon Islands case studies.



Overview of governance indices in the Pacific 
region



Overview of corruption in PNG’s public sector



Overview of public and private 
sector corruption in selected PICs



Regional Interventions

 Biketawa Declaration (2000) – sets governance 
principles.

 Pacific Plan (2005) proposed regional 
ombudsman, audit service, anti-corruption 
agency.

 Successful bodies: PALP, OCO. Others failed due 
to sovereignty concerns.

 Post-Biketawa efforts: RAMSI (Solomon Is.), 
sanctions (Fiji), PIF election support.

 Table 19.4 outlines major regional commitments 
like Boe Declaration, Teieniwa Vision, 2050 
Strategy.



PIF regional commitments on 
governance and security



External Interventions

 UNCAC: many PICs encouraged to ratify 
(Appendix 19.1).

 Donor actions: Australia, NZ, US support multi-
agency programs.

 Regional bodies: PIDC, PILON, PICP, OCO – mostly 
externally funded.

 UN, ADB, Transparency International active in 
regional projects (Appendix 19.2).



PICs’ recognition of key int’l and 
regional anti-corruption instruments



Cont.



Challenges in 
Implementation

 Corruption not prioritized as security threat like 
climate or human trafficking.

 Political will lacking: leaders implicated in 
corruption control implementation.

 Examples: underfunded anti-corruption agencies 
in PNG and Fiji.

 Cultural barriers: what’s corrupt in one culture 
might not be in another.

 Mismatch between anti-corruption frameworks 
and local contexts.



Lessons for PIF

 Regional approaches more context-sensitive than 
global ones.

 PALP, OCO, PIDC, PILON: examples of regional 
collaboration success.

 Regional ombudsman idea should be revived.
 Asia-Pacific lacks its own anti-corruption 

convention – contrast with other regions.
 GRECO model (Council of Europe) could be 

adopted for monitoring and evaluation.



Conclusion

 Corruption weakens institutions, rule of law, 
human security, and development.

 Despite efforts, PICs struggle due to internal 
challenges and limited resources.

 Regional cooperation and tailored frameworks 
hold promise for future progress.
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Happy to take questions

Vinaka!
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