
AI &  Regional Tertiary Education
Considerations for USP

AI Potential? 
Problems? 
Possibilities? 



Artificial Intelligence and Regional Tertiary Education

● AI? What is it?
● Central Question/Aim  - Does AI pose a problem or potential for the Pacific 

Education? - Is USP ready? What are some of the consequences for Course 
Design and Course Delivery?

● Informed/Guided:  (1) Ph.D. Thesis - Digital Politics - Technological Dystopianism 
Vs Utopianism (2). Empirical evidence - Tertiary facilitation and coordination 

● AI impact on Pacific discourses - ‘Moana 2’ debate 
● Algorithmic and data influence 
● Regional Tertiary Education – Considerations & Concerns
● What does USP look like as a person? 



Artificial Intelligence

● Super computer and machine technology that simulates/mimics or copies 
human (cognition - some argue conscience), learning. Include the 
fundamentals around comprehension, complex problem solving and 
expression.

● Important to recognise that it is based on mimicking human learning and is 
focussed on “established” data. 

● Data analysis, pattern recognition and language modelling. 
● All of these capabilities have a variety of applications across all different 

fields - most especially in tertiary education. 





Moana 2 - Debate



The influence - algorithm & data





Regional Tertiary Education - USP



What this may mean for regional tertiary education - USP?

● Curriculum Design Re-think? 
● Course Design Quality? 
● Course (re)alignment?

For USP specifically -

Has USP started talking/planning/designing around 
this? 

● AI adaptive/integrated or  learning & 
teaching? 

● Role for L&T streams to bring the USP into 
acknowledging and dealing with this?

● Systematic reforms and structures available? 



Considerations for USP
● Valuing of L&T
● Systematise this valuing by 

operationalizing L&T – QoT
● Equalise valuing of L&T to move away 

from the ongoing inequality between QoT
& QoR

● Student-Staff = Ratio balancing

● Quality of university teaching depends in 
large party on staff – student ratio and 
support. 

● Considerations for the next USP strategic 
plan – “USP Strategic Actions” 

● Expanding Online L&T support
- Resourcing
- Staffing
- In house training 

CFL-IT- L&T (front line across the board)

● USP Futures Conference

- Suggestion for systematic review, 
restructure and reform to be endorsed by 
Council. 



Does AI pose a problem/potential for Pacific Education?
● AI provides a “problematic potential” if not 

“complicated possibilities”  for regional 
tertiary education. 

● Limiting binaries of dystopian and utopian 
positions, restrict charting possible futures 
for USP. 

● AI generative and evolving curriculum 
reviews undertaken in places like AUT, 
Sydney Uni etc - there’s a need for USP to be 
ready to evolve. 

● Grounded and informed research from 
within needs to lead and guide reforms that 
are needed, coupled with systematic changes 
to account for the impact of AI. 





Vinaka & Tankiu tu mass
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