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INTRODUCTION

⚬ Competition between China and Taiwan
⚬ Success of Chinese checkbook 

diplomacy
⚬ Research question

￭ Why has n’t Chine s e  che ckbook 
d ip lomacy be e n s ucce s s ful in the  
ca s e  of Tuva lu?

⚬ Me thodology-  proce s s  trac ing
⚬ Hypothe s is
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BACKGROUND

⚬ Gained independence in 1978
⚬ Diplomatic relations with Taiwan since 

1979
⚬ Classified as a SIDS
⚬ Tuvalu -China engagements

￭ De laying  UN me mbe rs hip
￭ Offe ring  a rtific ia l is lands
￭ 20 22 UN Oce ans  Confe re nce
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FOREIGN POLICY

⚬ Tuvalu
￭ Te  Sikulag i

• Cultura l va lue s
⚬ Fa le p ili-  mora l re s pons ib ility 

to be  a  good  ne ighbor
⚬ Kaita s i-  s ha re d  owne rs hip
⚬ Taugas oa -  frie nds hip

• Clima te  change
￭ Firs t fore ign priority is  Ta iwan
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FOREIGN POLICY

⚬ Taiwan
￭ Vis it d ip lomacy
￭ Importance  of de mocracy
￭ Ge ne tic  links  to Pac ific  Is lande rs
￭ Pe rs ona l conne c tions

⚬ China
￭ Mos tly ca rrot but s ome time s  s tick
￭ Vis it d ip lomacy
￭ Ris ing  s upe rpowe r
￭ Re cognition is  ine vitab le
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FOREIGN AID

⚬ Buying friends in Oceania
⚬ Taiwan

￭ Motiva tions
• Diplomatic  re cognition

￭ Powe r in re c ip ie nt
￭ $ 12 million in d ire c t budge t s upport
￭ Aid  hits  e ve ry face t of Tuva lu

⚬ China
￭ Motiva tions

• Pollica l, e conomic , and  de ve lopme nt 
and  humanita rian conce rns

￭ Supplie s  own labor and  ma te ria ls
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INTERESTS IN THE PACIFIC

⚬ Taiwan
￭ Fis hing

⚬ China
￭ Natura l re s ource s
￭ Stra te g ic  ge opolitica l loca tion
￭ Cha lle nge  Ame rican dominance
￭ Touris m
￭ Economic

• Be lt and  Road  Initia itive
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TRADE
⚬ Taiwan

￭ Imports  from Tuva lu
• 20 0 6 : $ 3 ,94 0
• 20 20 : $ 1,190

￭ Exports  to Tuva lu
• 20 0 6 : $ 4 9 ,10 0
• 20 20 : $ 594 ,0 0 0

⚬ China
￭ Imports  from Tuva lu

• 1995: $ 76 ,4 0 0
• 20 22: $ 11,3 0 0

￭ Exports  to Tuva lu
• 1995: $ 65 ,0 0 0
• 20 22: $ 3 3 ,20 0 ,0 0 0 Image  s ource : J ohn Augé



EXTERNAL INFLUENCE

⚬ Australia
￭ High commis s ion in country
￭ Fore ign a id
￭ Trade

• Imports  from Tuva lu
⚬ 1995: $ 10 ,500
⚬ 20 22: $ 226 ,0 0 0

• Exports  to Tuva lu
⚬ 19 9 5: $ 2 .4  million
⚬ 20 22: $ 4 .5  million

￭ Fa le p ili Union
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EXTERNAL INFLUENCE

⚬ United States
￭ Embas s y in Suva , Fiji
￭ U.S.- Pac ific  Summit
￭ Trade

• Imports  from Tuva lu
⚬ 1996 : $ 3 ,0 4 0
⚬ 2022: $ 191,000

• Exports  to Tuva lu
⚬ 1996 : $ 221,000
⚬ 2022: $ 863 ,000
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ANALYSIS

⚬ Foreign Policy
￭ Ta iwan has  adhe re d  to Tuva lu’s  

cultura l va lue s
￭ Alignme nt be twe e n Tuva lu and  

Ta iwan
⚬ Fore ign a id

￭ Ta iwan is  inte re s te d  in d ip loma tic  
a llie s

￭ China  has  ma lic ious  motiva tions

Image  s ource : J ohn Augé



ANALYSIS

⚬ Interests
￭ Ta iwan’s  fis hing  has n’t caus e d  

conflic t
￭ China ’s  inte re s ts  in Pac ific  has  

pote ntia l to be  ve ry de trime nta l
⚬ Trade

￭ Gre a te r inc re as e  with China  but no 
e ffe c t on d ip loma tic  de c is ion

⚬ Exte rna l influe nce
￭ Aus tra lia -  ze ro d ire c t influe nce  but 

has  s ay in de fe ns e  ac tivitie s
￭ U.S.-  ze ro d ire c t influe nce
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CONCLUSION

⚬ Factors that affect diplomatic decision
￭ Fore ign policy a lignme nt with Ta iwan
￭ Tuva lu’s  re cognition of China ’s  ma lic ious : 

• Motiva tions  for fore ign a id
• Inte re s ts  in re g ion

￭ Pe rce ive d  financ ia l ris k of e ngaging  with 
China

⚬ Shortcomings
￭ Sole ly looke d  a t s ource s  in Englis h

⚬ Ave nue s  for future  re s e a rch
￭ Loca l pe rs pe c tive  on Ta iwan- China  

compe tition in the  Pac ific
￭ Kiriba ti’s  20 19  de c is ion to re cognize  China
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THANK YOU!
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