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INTRODUCTION

Competition between China and Taiwan

Success of Chinese checkbook

diplomacy

Research question

= Why hasnt Chmese checkbook

diplomacy been successful in the
case of Tuvalu?

Methodology- process tracing

Hypothesis

Image source: John Augé



BACKGROUND

Gained independence in 1978
Diplomatic relations with Taiwan since
1979
Classified as a SIDS
Tuvalu -China engagements

B Delaying UN membership

m Offermg artificial islands

B 2022 UN Oceans Conference
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FOREIGN POLICY

o Tuvalu
" Te Sikulagi
 Cultural values
o Falepil- moralresponsibility
to be a good neighbor
o Kaitasi- shared ownership

o Taugasoa- friendship

* Clmate change

" First foreign priority is Taiwan

Image source: TuCAN



FOREIGN POLICY

o Taiwan
" Visit diplomacy
" Importance of democracy
m Genetic links to Pacific Islanders
® Personal connections
o Chma
m Mostly carrot but sometimes stick

" Visit diplomacy

" Rismmg superpower

m Recognition 1s mevitable

Image source: TuCAN



FOREIGN AID

o Buying friends in Oceania
o Taiwan
= Motivations
* Diplomatic recognition
= Power in recipient
® §$12 million in direct budget support
= Aid hits every facet of Tuvalu
o China
= Motivations

* Pollical, economic, and development

and humanitarian concerns

" Supplies own labor and materials
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INTERESTS IN THE PACIFIC

o Taiwan
" Fishing
o Chma
m Naturalresources
m Strategic geopolitical location
® (Challenge American dommance
" Tourism
" Economic
* Belt and Road Initiaitive
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TRADE

o Taiwan
" Imports from Tuvalu
« 2006:$3,940
¢ 2020:%$1,190
= Exports to Tuvalu
« 2006:%$49,100
« 2020:$594,000
o China
" Imports from Tuvalu
« 1995:876,400
¢« 2022:8$11,300
= Exports to Tuvalu
* 1995:§65,000
¢« 2022:$33,200,000
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EXTERNAL INFLUENCE

o Australia
"= High commission in country
® Foreign aid
" Trade
* Imports from Tuvalu
o 1995:510,500
o 2022:$226,000
* Exports to Tuvalu
o 1995:%2.4 million
o 2022:%4.5 million

= Falepili Union
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EXTERNAL INFLUENCE

o United States
= Embassy m Suva, Fij1
" [U.S.-Pacific Summait
" Trade
* Imports from Tuvalu
o 1996:$3,040
o 2022:%5191,000
* Exports to Tuvalu
o 1996:%$221,000
o 2022:%$863,000
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ANALY SIS

o Foreign Policy
" Taiwan has adhered to Tuvalu’s
cultural values
= Alignment between Tuvalu and
Taiwan
o Foreign aid
m Taiwan 1s mterested mn diplomatic
allies

B Chimna has malicious motivations
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ANALYSIS

o |nterests
" Taimwan’s fishing hasnt caused
conflict
B Chma’s mterests in Pacific has
potential to be very detrimental
o Trade
B (Greater mcrease with China but no
effect on diplomatic decision

o External mfluence

" Austraha- zero direct mfluence but
has say in defense activities

B U.S.- zero direct nfluence
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CONCLUSION

o Factors that affect diplomatic decision
® Foreign policy alignment with Taiwan
" Tuvalu’s recognition of Chma’s malicious:
* Motivations for foreign aid
* Interests i region
" Perceived financialrisk of engaging with
China
o Shortcomings
m Solely looked at sources m English

o Avenues for future research

" Jocalperspective on Taiwan-China
competition in the Pacific

m Kirtbati’s 2019 decision to recognize Chma
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THANK YOU!
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