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PERSPECTIVES FROM PRACTICE
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►Basis in International Law

►Subject to (Geo)Political Interpretation 

THE INTERNATIONAL RULES-BASED ORDER
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►External Framings of  the Pacific 

►The Blue Pacific: The Limits of  Strategic 

Narrative 

FRAMING THE PACIFIC
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► Fragmentation Risks

► Geopolitical Competition

► Climate Change

► Security Arrangements 

► Environmental Issues

►Need greater coherence and alignment  

►Need to project shared interests more 
impactfully

►Need to articulate and establish Pacific ‘rules’

FROM FRAMING TO RULES
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SOME PACIFIC RULES…

Starting Point: Consolidate Existing Initiatives:

►Forum Leaders Declarations on SLR

►Maritime Boundaries Delimitation

►Climate Litigation Measures through ICJ and ITLOS

►Fisheries Agreements 

►Trade Agreements 
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A PACIFIC “RULES-BASED ORDER”

Possible Future Areas of  Coverage:

►Ocean Protection

►Peace and Security 

►Economic and Financial 

►Engagement through the Multilateral System 
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PACIFIC RULES & THE OCEAN OF PEACE

►Principles

► Implementation 

►Accountability & Enforcement



THE WAY FORWARD

► Incremental Progress

► Political Will and Regional Governance

►Ultimately, a Pacific Rules Based Order is about 

the assertion of  our sovereign interests in an 

increasingly unpredictable world



THANK YOU

Sione Tekiteki: sione.tekiteki@aut.ac.nz 

Joel Nilon: joel.nilon@anu.edu.au  
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