
The role of traditional media in Pacific’s digital future



Findings based on the 2024 State of 
the Media (Pacific) research, that provides 
an up-to-date regional snapshot of the 
state of the media in the Pacific Islands region

Previous study conducted in 2013

12 focus countries: 
Federated States of Micronesia (FSM), 
Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru, 
Niue, Palau, Samoa, Solomon Islands, 
Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu

Introduction



Research Objective
Key Evaluation Question 1: 
What is the current and emerging media 
landscape of the Pacific, taking into account 
media access and coverage across print, 
broadcast and digital?

Key Evaluation Question 2:
What is the current media policy and legislative 
environment in the Pacific? 

Key Evaluation Question 3:
What policies are there at both 
regional and national level to address 
mis/disinformation?



 Implementation and fieldwork was 
Pacific-led 

 Each country report co-authored by 
in-country expert media advisor 

 Desk review of over 700 institutional and policy 
documents across the Pacific

 103 semi-structured interviews conducted with 
media practitioners and audience members 
including an audience survey 
to 119 respondents

Methodology



 Limited access to media respondents 
in some countries with more regulated media 

 Major national events often meant that journalists 
had limited availability and interviews had to be 
conducted in multiple parts

 In smaller nations, there was some reluctance by 
the media to engage 
due to the risk of being identified 

Limitations



 Dramatic rise in digital connectivity marks 
distinct shift in news consumption patterns

 Greater convergence between 
broadcast and online platforms 
through streaming/livestreams

 Broadcast media markets have downsized

 95% of respondents feel broadcast media is 
crucial to strengthening regional information 
ecosystem

Shifts and patterns
More than a decade on …



 Fiji and Samoa now have 85% and 75% internet 
access rates respectively

 Growing number of internet service providers 
and improved connection to submarine cables

 Access to Starlink democratised internet access 
especially in smaller nations such as Nauru and 
FSM

 Pacific island nations with anticipated jump in 
connectivity face navigating an uncertain 
environment

Internet Penetration



What is the role of traditional media 
in a changing media ecosystem?



 Viability concerns remain for print media

 Independent print media seen as 
‘voice of truth’

 Print media seen as key to setting the standard for 
robust public interest journalism

Print media
‘The voice of the truth’



 Solomon Islands
85% of sampled audiences have 
high levels of trust in print media

 Fiji
65% of sampled audiences believe broadcast 
media have set the standard 
for robust investigative journalism

 Niue
More than half of audience members sampled 
indicated newspapers as a key source of trusted 
information

Audience Insights



 Over 75% of audiences surveyed regard radio as a 
cultural institution

 Radio has widest transmission coverage 
in all countries

 Most Pacific Island countries have at least one 
government-run radio station

 Over 70% of respondents frequently use radio as 
an information source 

Radio
‘A cultural institution’



 90% of media practitioners identified media 
freedom as a ‘top-of-mind’ 
concern across the region

 Prevalence of state-owned media outlets 
perceived to impact media freedom

 Historical struggles faced by broadcast media to 
remain independent viewed 
as a ‘rallying call’  for present day media 
to act

The pursuit of 

Media Freedom



 Storied legacy in mobilising support for political 
independence 

 Role in cultural preservation

 Radio as a lifeline in times of disaster 

 High degree of ‘information resilience’ against 
mis/disinformation 

Samoa Observer

Case Study



What does this mean for media 
development?



 Embracing complementarity between print, 
broadcast and online media around digital 
transition 

 Recognising the role traditional media plays in 
shaping media literacy

 Understanding that broadcast and print media 
play a unique role in building audience trust in 
the media sector

Implications for 

Strengthening Media

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes





Thank you
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