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Methods

1. Tools
-In-depth interviews (n=29)

-Questionnaires (n=9) 

2. Participants 
- Estate holders & Govt

Rural & Urban 
Private Sector & NGO

3. Nuku’alofa Tongatapu
70% population

Center of Development
4. Analysis 

Qualitative & Quantitative 
-Thematic

-Descriptive 



71%
29%

Participants view on the Tongan land tenure system

Favorable Unfavorable

Findings



Favorable (71%) Unfavorable (29%)

1. Land security & Stability

• “We are blessed that our 
land is still safe” 

1. Gender inclusion 

• “Women cannot own land” 

2. Cultural preservation 

• “Our land tenure system 
reflects our culture and 
identity” 

2. Business barrier 

• “Unfavorable for financial 
institutions”

Interpretations  



Conclusions

Faka’aka’apa (Respect)

Tauhi Va (Reciprocity)

Loto Fakatokilalo (Humility)

Mamahi’i Me’a (Patriotism)

Faa’I Kavei Koula a e Tonga
(Four golden values of Tongan Society)



Recommendations 

1. Public Awareness 
(Grassroots level)

2. Land Survey
(Gender inclusive)

3. Land based 
opportunities 

(For future generations)



Malo ‘Aupito/ Thank you 
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