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2026 Events

Australasian Development Economics Workshop: 4-5 June 
ANU Crawford School of Public Policy
https://crawford.anu.edu.au/acde/adew2026 

Australasian AID Conference: 2-4 December 
ANU Crawford School of Public Policy
https://crawford.anu.edu.au/devpolicy/australasian-aid-conference 

ANU-UPNG seminar series: first Friday of every month
ANU, UPNG and online
https://crawford.anu.edu.au/devpolicy/anu-upng-seminars
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Aid in the 2026 budget



Budget context: revenue/expenditure
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Labor’s 2.5% increase: 2023 budget measure
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Source: Treasury (2023). Federal Budget 2023-24: Budget Paper no.2, Canberra: Australian Government, p. 115.

https://archive.budget.gov.au/2023-24/bp2/download/bp2_2023-24.pdf
https://archive.budget.gov.au/2023-24/bp2/download/bp2_2023-24.pdf
https://archive.budget.gov.au/2023-24/bp2/download/bp2_2023-24.pdf


Nominal ODA, 2025-26 to 2029-30
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Average 
nominal 
increase 
2026-27 to 
2029-30 = 
+1.7%



Inputs: calculating total ODA (complicated) 
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Total ODA = 

1. Base ODA (= $4.87b in 2026-27)

2. +2.5% annual increase averaged across the forward estimates 
(=$122m in 2026-27) 

3.  + grant equivalents of AIFFP loans (=$79m in 2026-27) 

4. +/- ODA-eligible “measures and adjustments” (=$137m in 2026-27)   



Outcome: real ODA and ODA/GNI continue to fall 
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• Real ODA 
decrease 2024-
25 to 2029-30 
= -7% 

• ODA/GNI falls 
from 0.18% in 
2025-26 to 
0.16% in 
2029-300.000%

0.100%

0.200%

0.300%

0.400%

0.500%

0.600%

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

6000

7000

8000

Real ODA (2025-26, AUD million) and ODA/GNI (%)

ODA (2025-26 $AUD millions) ODA/GNI ratio



…as does aid as a share of the budget
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The decade of defence
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Source: ODA figures from Development Policy Centre, Australian aid tracker: trends, website; Defence figures from Department of 
Defence (2026), 2026 National Defence Strategy and Integrated Investment Plan, Canberra, Australian Government.   

https://aidtracker.devpolicy.org/comparisons/
https://www.defence.gov.au/about/strategic-planning/2026-national-defence-strategy-2026-integrated-investment-program


“Reprioritisations” within budget 
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Cuts in 2026/27:
• $111 million reduction in global/multilateral funding, including: 
cuts to UNDP (-$3m) and Global Partnership for Education (?) core funding 
cessation of core funding for UNAIDS and the Pandemic Fund

• ME and Africa (-$8m) 

Increases in 2026/27:
• Total ODA to Pacific (+$66m), SE/East Asia (+$53m) & Sth/Central Asia (+$3m)
• Australian NGO Cooperation Program (+$7m)
• Australian Volunteers Program (+$4m)



Sectors: little change, governance still dominates 

13

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

2019-20 2020-21 2021-22 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25 2025-26 2026-27

ODA budget share by sector, 2019-20 to 2026-27 (%)

Multi-sector and general
support

Humanitarian

Health

Education

Governance

Agriculture, trade and
production

Economic infrastructure
and services

Source: Development Policy Centre, Australian aid tracker: sectors and partners, website.   

https://aidtracker.devpolicy.org/sectors/


Australian aid: ten-year snapshot
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Destinations: more Pacific, less “Indo”

Source: Development Policy Centre, Australian aid tracker: destinations, website.   
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Sectors: gender equality spending, 2014-24 

16Source: Development Policy Centre, Australian aid tracker: sectors and partners, website.   

• Inflation-adjusted gender 
spending has returned to 2014 
levels in the context of a much 
smaller aid program.

• “Significant” category still makes 
up overwhelming majority 
(>90%) of gender spending, 
with no change in “principal” 
spending.

• Total spending likely to increase 
as new programs >$3m designed 
since 2023 target come online.

https://aidtracker.devpolicy.org/sectors/


Sectors: climate spending, 2014-24 

17Source: Development Policy Centre, Australian aid tracker: sectors and partners, website.   

• Both adaptation and 
mitigation spending more 
than doubled between 2014 
and 2024.

 
• “Significant” funding (>85%) 

heavily outweighs principal 
funding in both categories. 
Questions over what is 
included in “significant”.

• Total spending likely to 
increase as new 
programs>$3m  designed 
since 2023 target come 
online.

https://aidtracker.devpolicy.org/sectors/
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Partners: multilaterals still largest, more through contractors*  
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Comparisons: Australia in the global aid landscape
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https://aidtracker.devpolicy.org/comparisons/


Global aid update
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This research was undertaken with support from the Gates Foundation.
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