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Gibson and McKenzie 2010 

Tongan seasonal workers in NZ 

“Among the most effective development 

policies evaluated to date” 

NZ$1,400/family          NZ$12,000/worker 

Income, schooling, durables, subjective 

Community-level 





Costs 
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Unemployment: 5% 

Unemployment: 5% 

1900 

2005 





6,500 

workers 



468,000 unemployed 252 takers 



Day 1 

Day 30 

Season 

Hired 

252 takers 



Feasibility 





A few Haitian H-2 workers: 2,000 at a time 

Added earnings 
in a decade: 
$400 million 

US reconstruction 
aid, total: 

$412 million 







Low-skill seasonal work 

NZ RSE: “Among the most effective 

development policies evaluated to date” 

Skilled visitors & settlers 

Post-disaster entry 

Innovate in education finance: APTC 

Gaping hole in international law 



http://mclem.org 
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Blacks 
1993 

Blacks 
2005 

Bhorat, Westhuizen, and Goga (2007), University of Cape Town 

South Africa, Comprehensive Welfare Index 



South Africa, Comprehensive Welfare Index 

Bhorat, Westhuizen, and Goga (2007), University of Cape Town 

Whites 
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Trade and capital barriers 
  Total elimination < +$2.8 tn  

Labor mobility barriers 
  Modest reduction > +$4.2 tn  

Global GDP gain 
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What causes loss of professionals? 

• “Smart, successful young people 
are not in Fiji because they’re 
emigrating.” 

• “Smart, successful young people 
are not in Hobart because 
they’re leaving.” 



Poverty line $10/day 

100 Haitians who aren’t poor 



100 Haitians who aren’t poor 
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They earned: 

That cost: 

$87,303 

$87,303 

$100,440 

$73,500 

$6,483 

$12,000 

Association 

State gov. 

Federal gov. 

Farmers 



They earned: 

That cost: 

$87,303 

$279,726+ 



Borjas Peri 

Wages of average 
US worker 

Wages of Haitian 

‒3% +1% +500% 





Miami: $292 billion 

. Haiti: $6.7 billion 







Haiti 















New York Times, March 23, 1913 



New York Times, Nov. 14, 1919 
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100 Indians who aren’t poor 
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Unemployment: 5% 

Unemployment: 5% 

1900 

2005 



migration death 



migration death 

stock 
care 



migration death 

stock 
care 



migration death 
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care 

reasons 



migration death 

stock 
care 

development 

reasons 



migration death 
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development 

reasons 

finance 



Charge admission 

• Transparency 
• Flexibility 
• Efficiency 



Charge admission 

Fee, no quota Quota + auction 







USA 14.1% 
Dominican Rep. 9.7% 
Pakistan 8.2% 
Bangladesh 7.9% 
India 7.1% 
Haiti 4.6% 
Ecuador 4.5% 
Colombia 3.1% 
Nigeria 3.0% 

Puerto Rico 2.6% 
Morocco 2.6% 
Mexico 2.4% 
USSR/Russia 1.9% 
Jamaica 1.8% 
Ghana 1.5% 
Israel/Palestine 1.4% 
Egypt 1.3% 
Africa, other 1.2% 

NYC taxi drivers by country of birth, 

2008 









Administrative Actor(s) 

Make Haitians eligible for H-2 visas DHS, State 

Haitian Family Reunification Parole program DHS 

Legislative Actor(s) 

Amend non-immigrant visa classification to allow 
for Haitian family reunification 

Congress 

Haitians eligible for Diversity Visa Lottery, OR 
establish a Haitian Visa Lottery 

Congress, DHS 

Humanitarian track in the U.S. refugee 
resettlement program 

Congress 





 



UN Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights 

 

Article 13 

(1) Everyone has the right to freedom of 
movement and residence within the borders of 
each state. 

(2) Everyone has the right to leave any country, 
including his own, and to return to his country. 

 









R   =  

wage in 
US  

wage in 
Haiti  

observably 
identical 
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$250 / month $2,500 / month 






