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—
Rakhine police raid camps for

WHATIS laptops

By Bill 0'Toole | Friday, 26 July 2013
Fuke 23] @+ 0 o Tweet |17 4

Yﬂur gUI dE Muslims living in camps for displaced people near the Rakhine
to events Ill capital Sittwe say police have been conducting regular nighttime
raids to confiscate laptops and smartphones.
Y(lllg on The move appears to be designed to isolate IDPs and stop them
. communicating with foreign individuals and groups. Sittwe’s Rohingya
Muslims, who are referred to in Myanmar as Bengalis, are largely restricted

to the camps and a few sections of the city and the internet is their only
means of connecting with the outside world.

A Ralhine State government spokesman has denied the allegations, calling
them fabricated.

But one IDP from a camp near Thatkepyin village, who asked not to be
named, said police have been arriving several times a week since early June
to search camps for laptops and other internet-enabled devices.

He said the visits usually involve harsh interrogation, with police even
sometimes beating people in the camp for information. During the visits,
the police regularly accuse people of using the internet to spread “wrong
information”.

Advertise online with us
onlinead.mt@gmail.com (951) 392676, 253642

“The are trying to stop us from communicating with foreigners,” said the
man, who was a university student before the viclence broke out.
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Most Read - National News

Myanmar’s phantom Spitfires: how a legend
was born

Telecoms giants jostle ahead of licence
tender

Myanmar state media mislabels Air Bagan
crash photo as KIA mine blast

Doubts over Spitfire ‘find’ in Myanmar
‘Help us build a new Myanmar’

Obama to Myanmar on historic visit: "T've
come to extend a hand of friendship”

Rakhine death toll hits 67 as government
defends soldiers

Hluttaw approves investment law
BEC pushes for Myanmar presence

Myanmar amnesty slammed by activists
days before Obama visit




Intolerance, Islam and the Internet in

Burma today

S5Al LATT, GUEST CONTRIBUTOR (EDIT PO5T)
AUNG 5AN 5UU KY1, BURMA, MEDIA, THEIN SEIN

Some comments and self-published articles speak of such murderous language
as killing all ‘Kalar'. Some blame dictator Than Shwe for not eradicating all
Rohingyas and Muslim populations from the country. Insulting messages using
bad languages and sexually sensitive words are quite common. The followings

are two examples that are less inappropriate to illustrate the point here.

‘Penis Kalar, Fig# Kalar, Dog Kalar, Fig Kalar’

"You Kalar even Fl@# your mother and your babies”

The campaign is so severe that such comments and postings have been littered
on thousands of Facebook walls and pages. Thousands of Burmese-speaking
Facebook users are exposed to them every single day. Many Facebook groups
such as "Kalar Beheading Cang” appeared one after another. While it is possible
to report abuse to Facebook, there were few Burmese Muslim Facebook users
who would report to Facebook. Even when they did successfully, new groups
keep appearing frequently. The campaign looks very cheap, but it goes on.




1. Positive influences
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2. Negative influences
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Online hate speech on the rise in Myanmar restResize A i) A

Myanmar is seeing a rise in the number of hate speeches online. Without giving
any statistics, Myanmar's Deputy Information Minister Ye Htut said hate speech
mongers are increasingly using social media like Facebook to propagate their o
agenda.

B PHOTOS ERY

File photo: People browsing the internet at an internet cafe in Yangon, Myanmar. (AFP PHOTO [ See Than
WIN)
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Forbes -

Most Popular Lists

What 20-Year-Olds Don't Get America's Top Colleges

Simon Montlake, Forbes Staff
I chart China's economic awakening in uncertain times
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Myanmar To Grant Wireless
Licenses To Norway's Telenor,
Qatar Telecom

1 comments, 1 called-out + Comment Now + Follow Comments

One of Asia’s least connected

countries is getting wired at last.

Myanmar said Thursday that it had

awarded cellular-phone licenses to

Norway’s Telenor and Qatar

Telecom, ending months of

speculation over which foreign

consortia would get the nod. Ten

other bidders had sought to build

out networks in MVB.I]IIIEII, a I:iﬁ_a I::chrn_a cellphc_ne‘s (Image credit: Getty Images
= AsiaPac via @daylife)

country of around 60 million

people with less than 9% mobile

phone penetration. Myanmar, also known as Burma, already has two

domestic cellphone operators, but service is poor. Foreign investment in

infrastructure like telecoms is seen as crucial to bring Myanmar into the

modern era. The 15-year wireless licenses take effect in September and would

represent the largest foreign investment in Myanmar since a semi-elected

government took power in 2011, ending decades of isolationist military rule.







There’s still real conflict
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Thanks for your attention

You can find me:

@newmandala

asiapacific.anu.edu.au/newmandala
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