
The more things change?  

what was different in the 2014 election in 
Solomon Islands, what wasn’t, and what it means 



electoral mechanics 



Vote for local 
benefits not 
national 
government 
 
Don’t vote for 
parties 

Weak parties 
without support 
base means 
national politics 
lacking cohesion 
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% of contesting incumbent MPs winning their seats 
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re-elected incumbents 2010 & 2014 party vs indeps 
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??? 
 

new parties legislation 
+ 

fewer candidates & more in parties 
+ 

somewhat higher incumbent performance 
but 

most winning incumbents not being from parties 
= 

???huh??? 
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…central dynamics 
unchanged 





but devil could be in details & unintend consequences 
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questions? 


